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Singular converfation with LingueU — *Hh 
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againjl me in the ajfembly. — Senjibility of 
the king. — Proof of bis fidelity to the con^ 
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",■ iftic traits refpeEting the king. 

THi applaufe winch my difcourfe on 
the difafters of 3t. Domingo obtained 
in the affcmbly did not prevent its dit- 
ple^fmg the partifans of the liberty of the 
blacks^ particularly Briflbt and Condorcet, 
whofe opinions, without naming the men, 
I had refuted in. fuch a manner as to 
VOL, II. B qiake 
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make their abfurdity evident to the ma- 
jority of the aflembly. This was a flight 
revenge for the farc^ms which daily ap- 
peared agaitxft me in both their Journals : 
but I irritated my accufers ftill more, by 
the obfervation ;which terminated my dif- 
courfe, which was an attack fo dired, as to 
fix all eyes upon them. 

The day after I had pronounced that diC- 
courfe, which had in fome degree re-efta- 
blifhed my credit, a perfon^ who would not 
tell his name, demanded a fhort audience of 
me, " to communicate things of the ut- 
moft importance." . As my prefent fitua- 
tion exafted of me to be upon my guard 
againft foch vifits, I did not choofe to re- 
ceive him in my clofct, and I went into my 
faloon, that I might be nearer the anti- 
chamber whiere toy doni^ies vi^A I 
found 2t little man, ill dreflfed, a4id of no 
very agreeable counteaan^e* Advancing 
towards him, " h k you^ fir>" faid I, ^ who 
had things of importance W coiOLlnunleate 
to me?'* 

*^ Yes, fir, it is me/* 

^^ Well, 
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>« Well, iipon what fubjcft r faid L 
♦* To reniler vou the greittft pofCble fer- 
vice,'* returned he ; " for you ^1 furely 
confider as fuch my indicating to^you tho 
only means of re^ftaUifhing good order 
and pewc in St. Dbmingor* 
« Yes, certainly/' faid L 
** Well, fir, I bring you thefe means,'* 
returned he. 

^* If they are as certabi as you fay—" 
" ^they arc as certain !" continued he. 
** Do you think that if they were not, I 
would have quitted my country refidcnce 
to come and lofe my time here, in conver-^ 
lation with you, and make you lofe your's 
-alfo ? Yes, fir, the means I have to pro* 
pofe are certain, and very certain. I do 
not pretend to inform you, fir/' continued 
he, " that it is to the weaknefs of M» 
Blanchelaade that all the evil is to be attri- 
buted. You would not, perhaps, acknow- 
kdge diis, becaule you are a minifter, cons- 
equently may think yourfelf entitled to 
dii^mble, and to held a language contrary 
B 2 to 
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to your real feiitimcnts : but k is fufficknt 
for me that I know what muft be your 
opinion of M. Blanchelande< I am con^ 
vinced, that if you could at this moment 
lay your hands upon a man of a fuperior 
charader," addeci he, with exultation, " one 
already known at St. Domingo, for his 
dincrgy, his firmnefs, and his juftice, gene- 
rally efteemed, refpeded, and feared by the 
blacks, the whites, and men of all colours, 
capable of overawing by his prefence alone; 
if you knew of fuch a man, I repeat it, 
would you not be happy to be enabled to 
fend him immediately to that ifland ? Well, 
fir, it is this very man whom I cqme to 
offer you. I do not mean myfclf, but my 
fecond felf, M. Duchilleau, my intimate 
friend. He is at this moment aboiit a hun- 
dred leagues from Paris, and certainly has 
no idea that I am fpeaking to you of him. 
I have not yet wrote to him upttn the fub- 
je£t. Your difcourfe in the aflembly yef- 
terday fuggefted the idea.- I am even not 
Xery certain that he would accept the fUua- 

tion, 
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tion, unlefs I ufe ajl my influence to deter- 
mine him, and alfo promife to accompany 
him;* 

My aftoniflunent prevented my intei> 
ruptingthe man's volubility. At laft, hav- 
ing a little recovered myfelf, I aiked him, 
" Pray, fir, in what quality do you propofe 
to accompany M. Duchilleau ? As hi& aid- 
de-camp ?" 

: " His aid-de-camp 1" replied he. ** You 
may fee, fir, tltat I am neither of an age, 
nor have I the app^ance, furely, of anaid- 
de-camp*. Befides, it is not my line. But 
here is the point : Duchilleau, who is per- 
haps the beft governor for the colonies that 
yrc have had for a long time, perfectly un- 
derftands all which concerns the military 
department : but he underflands nothing of 
the civil adminiilration ; audit is that which 
I fhall take upon myfelf." 
: « Very well," faid I, fmiling ; " but it i$ 
neceffary that I Ihould know your name," 
' •* For what purpofe ? Is not my pro- 
pofal good enough for my name to he dif* 
penfed with V\ 

B 3 , " ^ ^^ 
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**: I do not lay the contrary," refumed I : 
♦* bqt do you think that 1 can propofe to the 
king to fend an anonymous perfon to the 
tntendarice of St. Domingo ?" 

^* Well, fir, my name is Linguet." 

** O, M. Linguet, I am very happy to fee 
you." 

« But, my propofal," reAim<ed he : *• what 
think you of it ? You feem to laugh." 

** That doea not prevent me," anfwered 
I, " from giving it juft weight. I promife 
you to lay it before the king, who ktiow« 
M. Ducbllleau a great deal better than I 
do." 

*' But if you laugh," faid he, ** wfafen you 
mention it to the kiifg, he will laugh alfo ; 
2nd your affair will fail. I call it your a& 
fair, and not M. Duclulleau^s^aQd mine, for 
on our part it is a facrifice." 

I wifhed him good morning, and aflured 
him that I would fpeaktothe king with' all 
the ferioufnefs that the cafe required. . 
. I received, the fame day, a note from 
Madame Duchilieau, requefting a rende2> 
vous for next day, which I gay,e her. I 

fuppofed 
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fuppofed that Linguet had given her an 
account of our converfation, and that what 
flie had to fay was In confequence of It. 
She was very exa£t In coming at the hour 
I had appointed. She told me that fhe was 
informed of her hufband's having been 
thou^t of for the government of St. Do- 
mingo ; and as he was not then in Paris, ihe 
came, in his name, to talk with me upon 
the fubjeft, knowing perfedly well the, 
only conditions [on which he woiild ac- 
cept of that fituation. I anfwered, ** that 
I did not know of M. Duchilleau's having 
been thought of for the government of St. 
Domingo ; that it was true Linguet had 
mentioned it to me the preceding morn- 
ing, but that the king had never faid a 
word upon the fubje<a. However, (I 
added,) as his majefty may poflibly have 
an tyt to M. Duchilleau, fhe might, if fhe 
pleafed, inform me of the conditions upon 
which he would accept of it." She then 
drew out of her pocket a memorandum of 
four pages, whidh fhe read, and left with 
me. The principal conditions were, Firft, 
The payment of debts contracted by M/ 
B 4 Duchilleau, 



8 PRIVATE MEMOIRS. 

Puchilleau, in confcquence of the loffeshc 
had fuftained by being fuddenly difmiffed 
from that government. Thefe were efti- 
mated at 300,000 Uvres. Secondly, The 
cxpence of his voyage and eftabliihment, 
aoojooo. Thirdly, Annual falary, as go- 
vernor, 300,000. Fourthly, The cordm 
rpuge. Fifthly, The power of changing and 
replacing all civil and military officers^ 
Sixthly, Carte blanche with regard to his 
manner of conducting his admini^ation, 
&c. &c. 

However valuable the fervices of M. Du- 
chilleau might be, the new regulations did 
not permit their being purchafed at the 
high price th?it his wife fet upon them ; 
and Ihe aflurcd me that fhepofitively would 
not make the leafl abatement in her de-r 
mands, Therefore the account I gave of 
thefe conditions to the council ferved only 
to fliew the high opinion flie entertained of 
her hufband's merit, agaioft which I am^ 
far from railing any doubt, I was not ac-t, 
quainted with M. Duchilleau ; was but 
imperfedly informed of the fituation in 
which the ifland was, wiw he was at St. 

PomingQ } 
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Domingo ; and I was entirely ignorant of 
the motives of his recall. 

Linguet was enraged at the bad fuccefs of 
his propofalsi and endeavoured to revenge 
himfelf, /by taking upon him to bring foi>? 
ward a vtioft indecent and ridiculous accii» 
fation againft toe in the affembly. Two of 
the keepers of the magazines at Trinco^ 
m^e in the Eaft Indies, having been con* 
vi£fced of embezzlement to the value of more 
than a million of livres, were ordered to be 
arrefted, and fent for trial to France. The 
documents relating to this affair had beeU 
tranfmitted to the minifter of the marine; 
and there was a paper amongftthem, writ- 
ten and figned by both of the accufers, ia 
which they confefled that they were guilty 
of embezzlement to a certain extent, but that 
the value of tlie effeds which they had em- 
hczzlcd did not amount to more than 3 00,000 
livres. Thefe two men, whofe names were 
Labadie and Gallet, on their arrival in 
France, had been lodged in the prifon at 
Breft, at the beginning of the revolution j 
^nd the mpre important affairs with which * 

the 
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Che mioiflers were at that time occupied 
had, very fortunately for the criminals, 
jprevented the prpfedution of their trial. As 
they were convinced thit they could not 
escape a capital condemnation) (hey took 
ewe not to complain of the flownefs of the 
prijceedings. , Upon the fuppreifioa of the 
ajacient courts of juftice, and the eft^liih* 
ntent of qew judges, thi& aJBfair was parried 
before the tribunal of the diftridl of Quim<- 
per* By means of money and intrigue the 
prifoners coijtrived to bring on their trials 
in 179J, without the knowledge of govern- 
ment ; confequently the papers which were 
in my of&cc, relative to this aiFair, were not 
produced againft them j and the court, find- 
ing no proof of their guilt, entirely ac- 
quitted them. 

The prifoners being thus fet at liberty, 
kept themfelves very quiet, and never 
fought to take advantage of their acquittal 
until the aff^mbly took under their pro- 
tection about twenty feditious- fellows, 
whom M, de Frefne, governor of Pondi- 
cherry, had fent back to France. A decree 

6 was 
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was pfonouiiced in juftifrcation of thofc 
iwettty perfonsy attributing their ct>ndudl 
to the zeal of patribtifm ; and an order wai 
given that they might be tranfmitted back 
to India at the public expence. 

The keepers of the magazine of Trinco- 
male imagined that this decree might ppf- 
fibly include them, and cieime to me, repr^- 
fenting themfelves as vi<9tims of dclJ)otifm j 
and not only demanded to participate iit 
the benefits of the decree, but alfo claimed 
the fum of 150,000 livres, as an indemnifi- 
cation for their long and unjuft detention. 
The firft time they came to my levee, to 
prefent their memorial, I was ignorant of 
the bufmefs : but I told them, ^ that 1 
could not take upon me to comprehend 
them in the decree, as the perfons in whofe 
favour it was iffued were particularly 
named ; and that there were no fuch namea 
as Labadie or Gallet in the lift. That with 
refpedt to the indemnification they claimed^ 
r would examine their right to it, and do 
tliem juftice.'* 

They 
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They returned in about a week after ; 
and though they had been informed, in my 
office, that the papers containing the proofs 
againft them were under my examination, 
they had the effrontery ftill to xlaim an in« 
demnification. 

• ** Are you in your fenfes ?" ,faid I, with 
indignation, and loud enough to be heard 
by all the people who had come to my 
levee. 

** Yes, fir," faid they, rather embarraffed 
by my queftion. 

" And do you imagine," refumed I, 
^ that I am fo little in poffeffion of mine, 
as to grant fifty thoufand crowns of indem- 
nification to people who have only been 
done injuftice to in not having been hanged 
according to their deferts ?" 

•' How, fir I Were we not acquitted ?" 

" You were fo," replied I, " but on,Iy 
becaufe the papers 9f which I am in pof- 
feffion, containing the proofs againft you, 
were not produced. But here they are | 
and you may depend upon it I fhall order 
the matter to be revifed, and we fhall then 
• , . fee 
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fee what is due to you for having ftole froiA 
government, according to your own con* 
fcffion, to the amount of 300,000 livres.'* 

This ipeech radier confounded them. 
They retired, threatening to ccHnplain to 
die afiembly of my minifleriai defpotifm, 
of my harihnefs, &c. The firft ftep they 
took vras to confult Linguet, who, with 
the utmoft alacrity, undertook their de- 
fence^ He prepared a long difcourfe, in 
the form of a petition, which was an- 
nounced to the afTembly as a capital accuia- 
tion againft me. This was fufiicient to 
obtain him permiflion to fpeak as foon as 
he prcfented himfelf at the bar, and to gain 
him the fupport of all my enemies in the 
aflfembly. 

Having fixed, with Linguet, on the day 
on which he was to bring bis accufation, 
they advifed him not to appear until the 
evening meeting, becaufe it was generally 
lefs pundually attended than thofe oftht 
morning ; and it would therefore be eafier 
to bring a majority. According to this 
arrangement, Linguet appeared in the af- 
• * : fembly 
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fembly at the evening fitting, and took his 
place at the bar betwixt his two clients. 
Having obtained permiffion to (peak^ he 
began his difcourfe widi a very long and 
ciromifiantial account of our firft fettle- 
mehts in India« He enlarged, with great 
enqphafis and gefticulation, upon die vices 
of thdx admlniftration, upon the incapacitj 
and ddpottfm of the agents of govenuneaC, 
Sic. The afTemblj fhewed fymptoms of 
Impatience at an harangue fo littie to the 
point* Lioguet conrintied, vnthout merc^v 
At laft, they were fo worn out, that they 
uttered deep groans; fome yawned aloud; 
one called out, '^ au iklnge avocat ^/" othera, 
"to the point; for heaven's iake^ to the 
point," Linguet, irritated at this infult, 
only anfwered by looks of ind^nation, 
which hedaited on all fides againft the ex« 
claimersi. The prefidcnt's bell at kft re- 
dlabliflied filence, and Lingua again took 
iip the thread of his difcourfe ; but at (b 
taxly a period of our fetdement^ that the 

* Vide Les PUidiwrs^ a coxaedj of Racine. 

patience 
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patience of the members l^ng exhaufted, 
the cty ^^ OM deluge 4WH^tl <iu Miigtr waa 
renewed with fuch vehemence, that the 
preiidont thought pi?o]^t to requeft of VL 
linguet to adhere to tlie ttiittter coataSned in 
4is petition. 

" I know better than anyoae/' anfweied 
M. Lbk^et^ with a Very (lately air, *' upon 
what the interei); of my clients exa£fcB that 
I £hould ^peak^ and on what I oiight to be 
fileoL You (hall hear all or nothing/* 

^^ . Nothings nothkig^ nothing,'' was 
ixhoed £rom idl fide& It was evident diat 
the nothings h^dit. Theprefident granted 
lo the peititioners the honours of the feance^ 
aad toU thetti to leave their petition at the 
bar. i 

*♦ No, M^ fe Prefident," aafwered Lia- 
gttietj ill ragej ** I fiiall carry off my dif- 
courfe, ikic^ the aflTembly will not liften l^o 
It ; and as fer the honours of the fitting, I 
thtf^k yc^) but i have fomething die to do/' 

Saytegthift, he retreated in a fury„ tear- 
ing his papers to pieces, to the great mirth 
QJ the audience. 

When 
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• When I came to the council, J was 
informed of every circumftati£e of this 
icene, which I related to the king, who 
was the more pleafed with the ludicrous ca« 
taftrophe, becaufe he had been apprehenfite 
of fome troublefome confequence to me 
from this manoeuvre. 

In this fame council we were witnefles 
to a fcene of a very different nature, much 
too interefling to be pafied over in filence* 
M. Cahier de Gerville read aloud the fketch 
or rough draught of a proclamation he pro- 
pofed, relative to the affaflination, pillaging; 
and other a£ts of violence, at that time 
very frequent ; particularly againft the no- 
bility, on the pretext of aiiftocracy, &c. 
In the propofed proclamation was the fol- 
lowing fentence, " Tbo/e diji^ders interrupt 
tbt happinefs we at prefent enjoy P He had 
no fooner pronounced it than the king faid, 
" That fentence muft be altered." 

M. de Gerville having read the expref- 
fion again, replied, " I perceive nothing 
that requires to be altered, ixt^P 

i>Do 



t *' Do not makd me fpeak of my ha))]^» 
1[iefs/' r«fumed hk majefty, v^lSi dthddbfl^ 
^^ I cannot anthorize fuch a lalfehood^ 
How can I be hapjsiy, M. de Gervllle, at i 
time wlien nolkid^^ i» happy in Francis) 
No, fir, the^I^eiicfe ^c not happy*: I fee it 
but too well. They will be fo, I hope j 
and Twifli it v6fy' ardently. When that 
tiii^e junives^ I alfo (hall be happy, and 
ihall then be able, with truth, to declare 



it;* 



Thefe words, Which the king uttered 
with a faultering voice, made a lively im^ 
|M:eflion upon us, and was followed by a 
general filence, which prevailed fome mi- 
nutes; His majefty being apprehenfive 
that thofe marks of fefifibility, which he 
had not been able to reprefs, would raife a 
fuijplcion againft hia attachment to the con- 
fiitutififn, feized an opportunity^ which M; 
de Gerville. a&rded him a few minutes 
i&a^ c£ fliowing that he wias determined 
to. adhcK'Tery feriipuloufly to his engagci^ 
meats in iuppon of it $: for in an afiair xe^ 
{K>rte4 hj H.deQiaryille; be, pronounced 

VOIm IX. c an 
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an opimoa more tbtiGdj coblbrijaable to the 
letter of i&e epaftitatioa than tbat of the 
ypj^ufter himfel£ Th^ panLQuIars of this I 
yieed apt g^Te at.pideiitt ad tbey muft ap- 
pear herqifter^ in the aetount of my admi« 
oiftratioa which I laid Vefere the ai&tnUy, 
i2{K>xi 197 difmiifion* 

As M. 4e GervUle. was mpre enthufiaft- 
Ically, fond of the confUttitidiai than.any one 
of the cpnncilf he was coo^pUfOded and 
rather abafhed to find that the king was in- 
clined to adhere to ir more ^rupuloully 
than himfelf. 

The folemnity of this meeting was fome* 
what interrupted by a Uttle incident^ of 
which I ihould hare taken no notice^ had 
it not been for the p^afantry or 7^ di mots 
it occaiionedfrosn M. de Narbooile* 

While the ku)^ w» nifittg htfflfalf fn>m 
his chair^ and reaichi^gacrofa the t^ble^for a 
pen^ a nVnfe of aik eqidvoc^ : nature^ preu 
bably proceeding frmd the mdlremeut o£ 
ikit chair, was ici diiHaaiy^ faeaod aetodti^ 
concert a Uttle every- perfeft p^t^nc^ < WhO^ 
^ iafter.fiaring^ witbaindi^f iurprix^ Ifl 6i(e 

"^ ... . :> .-knAthVs 



anothtr^b facds^ as if tibey had ni^aat to 
}>lead Mbtguibjfy fdiiiiied thtf ctmfidenticna 
of the bufinefs before tliefti. The cotiiidil 
being over, the tniniftefs iiM»t to the room 
iin the palace appoiMed for thelf eomftitfeiiei 
The feeling mafi66r iti which the kiog had 
ejcprefled his own unhappinefs, and hi6 coft* 
cem for that of the nation, had made fo 
deep an impreltion, that we could fpeak of 
hothingbut of his rirtues. M. de Narbonne, 
(peaking in his turn, faid, with the moft fe*^ 
rious air imaginable, •* Getitlemcn, I par- 
take very fincerely your refpeflt ahd ad- 
miration of the king's good qualities : but 
neverthelefs, as we are not the only perfons 
his majefty confults, it will be prudent in 
us to be on our guard, more efpecially after 
what we have juft heard in the council ; and 
feflcfting on thi whole tnth coolnefs, it 
may naturally be fufpedled that the king is 
ftiore teady than eVef di nous peter dans k 
main *• 

♦ A common Frcnqh phi^e, ufcd wKcn a perfon wiflics 
to deceive ypu, of tfckpe fran you \ bttt the douUe m^uw 
>i^ i^ cAUklf loft ift tl4. traoflkioh. 

C CL ' This 
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' This exdted fo much mirth in the com« 
mtttee, that.it was impofiible to thilik of 
any bufiaefs that day. 
: It was a remarkable feature in the king'6 
pharader^ which pardcularly ihowed the 
turn of his mind, that his natural timidity, 
and the difficulty he found in expreffing 
his ideas, never appeared when religion, 
the relief of the people, or the happinefs of 
France, were in queftion. Upoathefe oc* 
caiions he always delivered himfelf with an 
energy and facility which never failed to 
aftonilh the new minifters, who were pre- 
poffefled with the prevailing opinion of the 
ling's narrow capacit)% I do not pretend 
to aflert that Lewis the Sixteenth was a 
great genius ; but of this I am certain, that 
his natural capacity was very far above me- 
diocrity; and that h^d it been cultivate4 
by an education well calculated for his fur 
ture rank in life,]ie would have been clafled 
among the befl and ableft of our kings. 
We had daily opportunities of feeing him 
glvjB what has been generally confidered as 
proofs of an a^i^e aiid-eomprebenfive 
.' 1 . :. J mind. 
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awrid. While he was reading letters, or 
memorials, or newfpapers, he could, at the, 
lanie time, attend to the difcuffions of 
the council with fuch diftinflaefe and dir-. 
crimination as enabled him to; underftand, 
the whole ; as afterwards a^peaBed, hy thse 
account he gave c^ what he read and had 
hfard. A fttiking irift%i>ce of d»is occurred^ 
one day, on which hehad'read feveral nie- 
morials, and letters, and journals, while the 
minifters were making reports on the affairs 
of their departments, and particularly while 
M. Cahier de Gerville made one, on a quef- 
tion of fome delicacy, after which the de- 
cifion was poftponed for eight days : but 
when that minifler, in making his fecond 
report, happened to omit an eifential cir- 
cumftance which had been in the firft, the 
king diredly put him in mind of4t, to the 
aftonifhment of us all, who had believed 
that he had been too much occupied with 
the memorials and letters, becaufe he had, 
at the time, made pertinent obfervations on 
them. What is certain is, that none of us 
could contend with the king in point of 
c 3 memory; 
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memory} and his judgment was no lefg 
excellent 

This I can affirm with truth, that duHng 
all the time that I was in adminiftration, 
every paper of importance, of whatever 
Idndyth^t wasfobmitted to the l(ing'e«Ka« 
minatioQy after it ba4 been difcufibdl in tho 
council, w«» improved by the Jdterations h\» 
majefty fpggeftedf - - 
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CHAR XVL 

JM^afures taken by the tntntjiers to gain over 
the principal yournaR/is of IP arts ^ — M. de 
JTarbgnne takes upon blm to treat ivltb 
BrlJJot and Condorcet. — Confequences (f 
this negotiation.-^"'— ^Atrocious Imputations 
agalfifi the klf^g by Brlffot^ln thfi paper of 
the i8/i& of January. — / denounce - this 
paper In the council^ and propofe that A^ 
author Jbould be pro/ecuted by the Accwfa^ 
teur Public. — Xhe^ other mln\fiers thljdk, if 
Is better to dejhlfe this mfult.-"^! wrke tg 
the king upon this fubje3.-^^ Appearance pf 
rupture with A^lers.r^Rapld fuccefs of 
the meqfurei employed upon this oceqfion.rr^ 
Remarkable, offer of the D^ytotheKlngfrrr 
Secret meffage of Tlj^ooSalK- — His pre^ 
fents.—ji converfatlon with the queen. 

TaiB great influeiicc which the Jounudl 
had oi^the public opinion made the 
miniftcTfi think' it of isofiArtanoe to^^fiife 
c 4 their 
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their filcncc, if they could not acquire their 
praii^. This queftion was thoroughly dif* 
cufi'ed in a committee of minifters, which 
was held at M^ Cahier'de Qendlle's. M. de 
Narbopne took .it upon him to negotiate 
with Briffot, apthor of the paper intitleJ 
Lc JPatriote Franfois^ jtnd with Coqdorpet, 
author of la Cbronique de Pqris. The re- 
fult of this negotiation was, that the. two 
Journalifts praif?d iVI.4e Narbbnne, and 
. attacked ^, d? LelTa'rt and me with more 
virulence than ever. We remarked this to 
M. de Narbonne* who arifwered, that he 
had exprefled' his dilpleafure at Aeir con-» 
duft, and that they daily g^ve him the 
fedfl pofitive aflTurances that ^ tliey would 
^change their ftyle ; and he promifed ' to 
^eak to them a^ain. He did fp, without 
doubt, but with fo little efFea, that Briflbt, 
not cpntfented with attacking the mlnifters 
5h whom the ^ne pljaqpd the greateft con- 
fidence, even pufhed his audacity the 
Imgch pf publiihing the moft atrocious ca^ 
Itimsues againft his majefty, in his paper of 
the aSth of Janpar^. | denounced ^i« 
: . paper 



PRIVATE MEMOIRS- 45 

pipex in the council, as an attempt of m 
criminal nature, which deferved exemplaty 
punilhrnem: : but , the more antient mim* 
fters, anid the king himfelf, acduftomed to 
de%i£e pamphlets, put lefs importance upon 
it They did not reflet, that although ill 
times of tnmquillity,^ and* under a weU-re« 
gulated . government, the infolence of a 
journalift may be fafely defpifed, yet in the 
prefeot ilcuation of France, fuch an xncen<* 
di^ publication kept up the ferment that 
already exifted in the minds of the popu« 
)l«e, and tended to excite them to infut** 
red;ion, pillage, and murder ; and the n^odfi; 
fo lo)ig adopted, of deffpifii^g th^ infults of 
the joumalifts, pnly ri^ndered them mom 
fiaqgerpus J and fo multiplied them, thai 
their punifliment became impoffibl^. I 
f ddedj that with regard to his majefty, if hp 
perfevered in thinking it beneath his dig^ 
nity to take any notice of fuch calumnies, 
I had nothing more to <ay ^ . but 24 for my^- 
felf, although I ws^s wilUn^i While the jour<r 
n^lifls confined th^mfelves to general abuie, 
* to overlook and defpife it, yet wh$n part^ 
. . i cula? 
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Qultf a»d fpecific fkds were mentiofied, if 
iBjr rank as minifter preventisd ran^ fram die 
ngbtof diT^HTOYmg tbern^ I fhMold defirci 
)fiit^cf;|h€ kiAg to .refign my fituatwoy 
^ Aibmlt tke ca& to a .court of juftice, 
lifiaf ibe fal&bo^d of the accuiatiom might 
be oi^»4e mt&ifeft. The minifiers adBsittedr 
tiie.foroe dT this reafoning with tefpeCI: to 
ne^ hut faid it could not be appfied to a&« 
tecks jnade on the king, hecaufe die coiiftt'^ 
fudon was completely iilent as to any lue^ 
died of proceeding againft joumatifti who 
fliould venture to publifh calumnies againU 
Wm, ^ 

^ No expi*efi Jaw/'* anfwered I, ^ exift^ 
ed xh ancient Rome againft the crime of 
parricide, becaufe it had not entered into 
Ae mind of the legiflaturethat fuch i crime 
would be committed-; but affuredly it waa 
never meant by the Romans^, diat a foa 
who murdered^ his father ihould pals un^ 
puniflied« In my opinion, the filence of 
t|ic conftitution pn the crime of calumni-^ 
atliRg the Mug, cannot be thought more fa* 
TOUraWe to Brjflbt.'' .- . . 

: ' 6 Never- 
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' 'NeTcrthdefs, upoa account of the deU<* 
ease circumftances in which the king vrmi 
placed, it was thought prudent to ddibraatc 
upon tht moft proper manner of maniging 
this a^k, and iher^&re theminifteri agreed 
to take k iitto coiifideradwi at a futum 
meeiiag,i ... / 

Hie king was endowed with a very^jtift 
jxidgiiieQl:, bvt unhapptlj of &> timid a dil^ 
pofition^ add^fodifbuftfttl of himfeU; thtt 
he was apt t6 prefar the ^c^nions of weaken 
people to bift^ pwh^ and always adopted diaf 
if the ma^rity of h|s council ; btft a$ I hM^ 
niore wtffideace in the king's judgment diaai 
in that of my colleagues, I never propofe4 
amy thing of importance, either in a corner 
nictee of the niinifiees, or in eouncil, with-' 
c«t having firft fuhxaitted it tfi hi« »aj#y'f 
examination^ This I did vpon the pirefeol 
occaiicm^ as appears from the fub&qu^m 
kner, which I wrt^e the &>Uowi{i|p day Xtt 
hia i»a}efty# r 

^f J$gmxr 31* >7a»»' 

^^ I have the honour to fubxoit to yQur 

S^ajeily the contents of a letter to the 

national 
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national affembly, rcfpcdrng the execrable 
paper the PatriotCy which., af^arod en 
.Sunday* 

: ^^ After mature ccmfideratfoo cnihc moft 
proper fteps to be taken, I am df opmioo^ 
Atat a denuncmdon made to tlie Acci^aieur 
Public by the minifters, either as ageats of 
Afe' executive power^ or as citizen^, might 
equally be^cohiidered as irrqgular, becaoite^ 
dhe tnanner of proceisdingis.nbt cl^arJy in^ 
4lcktedih the cojiftituttoa : b^t it evidieotly 
kyg the king vnder the obligatidn of em* 
l^png the power delegated to him for the 
nanitemmce of the cbnftituti$>n> .%nd i9 fnp* 
port of the laws. This obligation con)« 
prehends that of making the conftituted*. 
powers be refpeded, and of requiring th«: 
execution of the feventeenth article of tbp 
Mh^hapter of the ccmftitutioo* This ar*» 
Ikle neceffarily applies to th? o&ace comv. 
mitted ;by the autlior and printer of the! 
paper intitled Le Patriote Franph\ th^ 
king then may order the AccufaUur Public 
to give them up tojwftice; Jrmay cv^n be 
mainlainedi .'frith rcafqn, tha| hi? maj^fty'* 

oath 
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oath to the coftititudoa imports^ t^^ 
cUigj^oa;. aiid : as the motives whkh der 
termine fuch aftqf). are of confidetable ia&r 
portance, it would be proper for the kiag 
to inform the aflembly, by a letter exprefled 
Iti fuch a maniKr aa wotdd make a ^vour^f 
able impreffion. I prdume that the letter^ 
a copy of which I have the honour to trah& 
mit to your majefty^ will anfwer the pur« 
pofe. Your majefty will pleafe to let me 
know whether it has your approbation ^ if 
it has^ I fliall lay it this evening before die 
committee.*' 

His majefty fent me the following an* 
fwer: 

" Your advice feems to mc good ; and 
die letter alfo, excepting fome words, which 
muft be changed. But as this affair, which 
appears to me of a delicate nature, is not in 
your department, and as the order and th6 
letter which you propofe muft be counter^ 
figned by the minifter • of juftice, I ihall 
wait the determination qf the committee *•** 

In 

* " Votre avis mc paroit bon ; ct la lettre aufli, fauf qudqucs 
inQ^s a changer. Mais coimne ceiie affairei que je trouve d^ 

cau, 
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III this committee the mimftets Agreed 
thatnhe form which I propofed was not 
contrary to the cottftkution; but tfaejr 
fought that fb flrong a Ineafure would be 
die means of informing France, and all £u« . 
fope, of a fa& now known only to Bri& 
fot's fufaibribers, and would give a kind of 
eelebrity to that joumaiift This was po£- 
fibk ; but it was mucji more certun, that 
entirdy overlooking his conduct would 
render him more audacious, and enconrage 
odiers to imitate his exan^e* This hap^ 
pened accordingly ; for from that period 
the king was infulted in the moft revdldng 
manner, by innumerable pamphlets, of 
ivhich the people became the echo, and, by 
degtees, were emboldened to that degree, 
that crowds afTembled under the windows 
of the Thwilleries almpft .every eveningt 
and poured forth the ^roileft abufe againft 
th^ king androyal family^ . 

ftate^ n'eft pas dc votre depaitement, et que Pordre efla lettrc 
que vous propoles doivent ^tre contrefignes parole minlftre dc 
laj«ftice,j'attendraikrefultatdu comity." " 



At 
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At this period France was menaced Wit6 
a. hqrtme with the regency of AlgieM. * AH 
the French who happened ia be there were 
eiMYTejed back to MarfetUes; aixd by the 
iafne ttatiiporty an order wasRfent to the Al« 
gierinea to cput France immediatdy. Th« 
Srendi conful at Algiers was confined to hk 
houfe by the Bey^a orders, and eitpedled 
c»ery moment to be conduced to the 
gallies. The motrre of this rupture WM tiM 
pretended negligence of France, in fulfilling 
a promife which had Jbeen made to the 
Dey, of lending him a frigate for the*pur« 
pofe of tranfporting his atnbaiTador to Con># 
fiantinople.^ Some a^nta of the court of 
S^lfi had excited this Horm at Algiers. 
They perfbaded the Dey that the French 
revolution having annihilated the king's au«* 
thority,^ jt was no longer in his power to 
fulfil hi^'sngagementa^; that the afietnUy, 
which, relgfted in his place, refpe£fced tume^ 
thai the iregedcy would have no fuch pro« ' 
cM^gAi.to apprehend on the part of the 
court of Spain j^ and in order to convince 
the Dey, he was offered, in the.name of his 

. ^ . ^ Catholic 
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C^tiholic majefty, a very fine SpanHh fri^e 
fOkd a corvette, wluch had jdft then anived at 
Algiers, i^th which he might, if he pleafed^ 
convey liis amhaflador to G)nftantinople ; 
and in the mibn time they begged that he 
wc^ild accept tif a corvette as a prefent. 
The/e offers, which the Dey readily accepts 
ed, determined him to break openly witk 
France, imagining that he could brave it& 
re&ntment with impunity*. 

I was informed of thefe circumftances 
by a courier extmordinary, fent by the 
African Company of Marfeilics, who were 
greatly alarmed* I gave an account of them 
to the affembly, as alfo the amicable means 
adopted by the king to obtain fatisfadion,' 
and the vigorous meafures preparing^ in caie 
it was refufed. 

The frigate promifed to the Dey had 
been long. ready in the port of Toulon, and 
its departure was only retarded in confe- 
quence of his own requeft that the com*' 
mand'fhould be given to Capt&in Ddu<» 

* Tins was the account tranfiiutted to me by the French 
conful at Algiers. • » ' ' 

mcrgac^ 
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morgue, a man orlgidally from Braiice^ bD| 
^a h»d bcfen long, iettled in Algi»% 
and wa$ flxongly f>rote£b5d by^the l>0yi 
who had an intcreft m ' moft db bib otm^ 
mercial ichemes. Thdtfaie inaght tiirtir/Aiek 
an opportunity to the greatA profit, Dotih 
mergue had come to France to proY4de:att 
advabtogeous cai^o ; and the tihie me^dBQurf 
for thts was the fole caufc of the frigate^ 
being' (o long detained. But it vras how 
fent off with, the utmoft difpatcb» under the 
eonOLniand of an intelligent ofScer, who Had 
ioftrudicms to explain the whole affiiir. to 
the Dey, and to require fatisfadion for the 
in£iifi: which the french conful had receive 
cd. Captain. Doumergue was fent with him; 
as an Inconteftible witnefs of the tnith of 
thefe fads. The winds being favourable, 
the voyage was fliort : but on their arrival 
before Algiers, the frigate was refufed en* 
trance imo the :harbour, by the estprefs 
command of the regency. Captain Dou* 
mcigue was then fent aihore in a: boat. He 
waited upon the Dey, had the order re- 
voked, and in Icfs than two hours the 
♦Vol, II. D ^(^igate 
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frigate failed into the harbour. The officer 
who commanded it foon obtained an audi^ 
cnce of the Dey, who wasperfedljfatisfied 
with the explanation he received, and ac« 
knowledged he had been deceived, but 
threw. the whole blame upon the French 
conful, who had allowed him to remain in 
error ; and he demanded that he ihould be 
recalled. On the follo\^ing day the corn* 
mander of the frigate was admitted to a 
fecond audience, and was received with 
diftinguiihed refpc£t. The Dey made him 
(it down by him, contrary to the ufual cuf* 
tom, and talked of the affairs of Franee, 
particularly of the fituation of the king, 
with the moft lively intereft. He told him 
that he had given orders for fix Arabian 
horfes to be conveyed on board his (hip, as 
a prefent for his majefty ; and that it was 
his intention to adhere to the treaty be« 
twixt France and Algiers ; and in order to 
do honour to this miflion, he confented 
that the trade of Friince fhould this year 
draw from Algiers three veffcls of grain 
over and above the number fixed by the 
. # , laft 
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laH treaty. Next day the commander of 
the frigate took his leave, and Ae Dey 
^ve him a- letter for the king. This of* 
fiper fet f^l for Toulon^ where he arrived in 
a ihort time, as he had taken in the crofling 
l^twixt Toulon and Algiers, fo that his 
miffion was fulfilled in lefs than eight days; 
and 1 had the iatisfa&ion of announcing to. 
the aflembly the iflue, three weeks afi:er I 
had announced the rupture with Algiers. 

TJie rapidity and fuccefs of this negoci« 
adon excited fo great a furprife, that my 
enemies affbded to believe the whole affair 
to be a romance, fabricated for the purpofe 
of diverting their attention from the de- 
nunciation againft me. And this opinion 
would probably have prevailed, if the 
Arabian horfes had not arrived, and if the 
deputies of the Boucbes du Rhone had not 
been informed of the truth by their corre- 
fpondents. 

In the Dey's letter to his majcfly, among 

many expreifions of fnendfhip and good 

will, he offered to aiSft the king to reduce 

4^ 2 his 
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ills rebdlious fubje^i ia order to reft6r(t 
liim to the pofTeffioHi of his juft. a^ithonty* 
It will e^fily \k believed, that in thetranf- 
Utioa df thi$ letter^ which I laid befor£ th^ 
afiemUy, I took aire to fupprefs this fen- 
terice^ which I j&oitld have iieen fufpeAed 
of having fuggefted ; aiid it iwould ceKaSnly 
have been citml in the Journals as a proof 
of the exigence of a horrible plot againft 
the liberty jof the nation. 

During the'ncgociation With Algiers, afe- 
cret meiTage was fent to the king from Tip« 
pooSaeb, who demaiided of the king 6000 
French troops, offering to pay their trtnt- 
portation, cloiathing, and maintenance* He 
was convinced, that with this afliftance he 
could deftroy the EngUfli army and fcttle- 
xrients in India, and enfure the pofleffion to 
France. Tliat nothing niight tranfpire of 
this affair, Tippoo had not mentionedit in 
his council, and had fecretly negodttted tht 
bufmefs with M. de Frcfne, governor of 
Pondicherry, through the means of M. Le- 
ger, adtninijirateur civil of France in India, 

^ who 
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who underftood the Perfian language, and 
•who wrote the difpatches dictated by Tip-^ 
poo relative to this embafly. M. Leger^ 
hiriifelf came from India to France with 
this meffage; and in order to conceal the 
real obje£t of his voyage, fome time before 
'he fet out he had declared that his private 
aflfairs would oblige him to return immedi- 
ately to France. 

As M. Leger was dire Aed to the minifter 
of marine, I informed the king of Tippoo 
Saeb's propofal -/but notwithftandingits ad- 
vantages, aivi although the infurreftion of 
the negroes of St. Domingo rendered it ne- 
ceflitry to fend a confiderable force there, 
undef the pretence of which it would have 
been eafy to have fent to the Eaft Indies 
the 6000 mcQ demanded by Tippoo, with- 
out raifmg the fufpidon of the Englifh 
government ; the natural probity of the 
king's mind wopld not permit him to adopt 
this meafure. " This refembles," faid he, 
^* the affair of America, which I never 
think of without regret. My youth was 
taken advantage of at that time, and we 
D 3 fuffer 
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fufier for it now. The leiTon is too fevere 
to be forgotten *." 

The meflage of Tippoo Saeb was accom- 
panied with prefents for the king and 
queen. Thofe deflined for the king con- 
fifted of an aflbrtment'of gold gauze, crim- 
foQ filk ftufis flowered with gold, painted 
Jinen for three Periian dreflfes, twelve pieces 
of white linen of the fineft quality, an sd* 
gretteof bad diamonds, flat and yellow and 
111 fet, with a clafp ornamented in the fame 
tafte. The prefents for the queen were; 
ftill lefs valuable, confifting merely of three 
bottles half full of Indian effences, of a very 
inferior quality; and a box of perfumed 
powder balls and fcented matches. When 
I prefented the fluffs and diamonds to the 
Jdng, he faid to me, laughing, ^ What can 
I do with all this trumpery ? It feems only 
proper to drefs up dolls. But you have little 
girls; they may be plcafed with them. 
Give the whole to them.'^ 

* " Ccci reffcmbleroit beaucoup (dit il) a I'affaire d'A- 
ineriquci a la qucUe je ive penfe jamais fans regret. On a un 
peu abufe dc ma jcuneffc dans ce temps la ; nous en portons 
U peine aujourdhui. La le^on eft trop forte pour roublier." 

•♦ But 
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^ But the diamoads, 'fire,'* faid I. 

"O, they arc mighty fine, to be fure/' 
added he, finiling. " Perhaps you would 
have them placed among the jewels of the 
crown. Pray take them alfo, and wear 
them in your hat, if you pleafe.'* 

The queen would receive only one bot- 
tle of the eflence of rofes. She made me a 
prefent of the reft, faying, that ihe valued 
nothing which came from India, except the 
beautiful linen. I then begged fhe would 
permit me to prefent her with that which 
the king gave me the preceding day. 

♦* WUlingly,^' faid the queen : " but I 
won't take it all* How many pieces are 
there r 

♦^ Twelve, madam,'* anfwered I. 

♦* Well," faid (he, "bring me, atfirft, 
two pieces, and I will fee whether they fuit 
me, Befides, you will by this means have 
an apparent motive of feeing me oftener, 
without raifing fufpicion that you come to 
the pretended Auftrian committee." 

She then expreifed how much the king 

had bew hurt by that atrocious calumny, 

p 4 which 
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which they daily endeavoured to confirm 
in- the public papers by the moft abfurd 
falfehoods. 

During this converfatioii, the little Dau- 
phin, beautiful as an angel, was finging and 
fkipping about in the queen's apartment, 
with a fmall wpoden fabre and Ihield in his 
hand, which had been given him that day. 
They came to take him away to fupper, 
afnd in two bounds he was at the door. 

" How. now, my fon !'* faid the queen ; 
** you ire going without making a bow to 
M, Bertrand." 

' ^* O, mamma," faid he, fmiling, and con-» 
tinning to jump, *♦ is not M. Bertrand one 
of our friends? Good night, M. Ber^ 
trand!" So faying, he bounded out of the 
room. 

** Is he not very pretty ?" faid the queen, 
when he was gone. " He is happy alfo in 
being fo young ; for," added fhe, with a 
figh, ♦♦ he does not feel our forrows, and his 
gaiety does us good." 

Unable to fpes^k, I wiped my eyes, and 
her majefty refumed^ *' T^^7 tarafs you 

alfo, 
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alfo, M. Bertrand: but ypu pay no regard 
* to them, for they, do not know the confti- 
tution fo weU is you do. Are ypp not 
afraid, however, that thofe peroiiflions of 
abfeixce to navy officers, which you ye aC'* 
cufed of having granted in fuch profufion, 
will turn out ill ? The king," continued 
Ihe, •' is really uneafy on that head," 

"I am, afluredly, infinitely honoured," 
replied I, " and grateful for the intereft 
which the king and your majefty take in 
that accufation, which, however, is too ill- 
founded to give me any uneafinefs." 

" But, after all," refumed the queen^^ 
^* how many have you granted ?" 

" I cannot exadly tell," anfwered I; 
*' but I fhould think about a hundred. 
This, however, I do know for certain, that 
of all I have granted, there is not a fmgle 
one which I would not grant again to- 
morrow ; becaufe, in fpite of all the noifc 
raifed by my accufers, every one of thofe 
permiffions have been granted conformably 
,to the exifting laws." 

*Mam 
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. " I am happy,** anfwered fhe, ** to fee 
you in this perfeA feeiirity: but be upon 
your guard againft their fccret malice, for 
your innocence iv^ be no fecurity againft 
that.** 




LEWIS ivn 
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CHAP. XVII. 

Infulting letter from the preftdent of the af 
femhly to the king^ which his majejly fends 
to the minifterial committee. "^Letter writ^ 
ten by me^ upon this occafion^ to the hing.^^ 
Important pieafures are taken to form a 
royalifl party in the affembly^ which fail^ 
through the indifcr^ion of M. de Nar^ 
honne^ — A divifion in the council.-^ Itf 
confequenas. 

TH E aflemhjy, feeing how much the 
minifters had loft credit by their con- 
du£l and by their want of unanimity, be- 
came every day more enterprifing. Con- 
dorcet being named prefident about the be- 
ginning of February, was ordered by the 
affembly to write a letter to the king : bat 
as the form in which the prefident* was to 
addrefs letters to the king had not been re^ 
gulated by the conftitution, after Ibme dilt 

cufFioxu 
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cuffion, it was decreed that the prcfident of 
the national affembly, in writing to the 
king, fhould lay afide the term Sire^ 
and diredly begin with the fubjedl of the 
letter; and afterwards finifh and fign it 
without any of the accuftomed expreflions 
of refpeft. 

Condorcet wrote the letter according to 
the form prefcribed, which, after being fub- 
mitted to the aflembly, was fent by one of 
the huiffiers to the king. I was, with him 
in hi^ apartment when the letter was de- 
livered. He appeared to be greatly ihocke^ 
on reading it. 

*' Is it poflSble to carry infolcnce far- 
ther ?" faid he, prefenting the letter to me. 
" It is from Condorcet." 

After having read it, I obferved, that if 
the letter had been addreffed to a clerk of 
the affembly, it could not have been written 
in a lefs refpedful ftile *. 

" I hope," added I, " that your majefty 
will not allow this infoleace to pafs un- 
noticedt" 

* Fide the Appendix, No, I. 

'' It 
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*^ It is rather too much to be entirely 
overlooked," anf^^ered the king. " But 
what meafore is to be taken ?" 

" In your majefty^s place, I would im;* 
fiie4iate}y (end hack the letter to the aflcm?* 
bly>: Bw: I will not tajce upon^me to give 
you this s^vice until I have refleded ifor^ 
^r upon it/' • .. 

^^ Is nptjthere to be a minifterial eonkrt 
aaolfttee thi; evening ?" refumed the kiii|^ 
*^ Go you to M. k Garde des Sctaux^ aa4 i 
fliall fend him the letter." . 

^ I iqiniediately went to the hdofe o£the 
Garde des Seeauxy and informed him and 
my colleagues, who were already Acre, of 
what had paflfed. Soon after the kingifenc 
Condorcet's letter ; and they were -all ia 
much revolted upon reading it, that. I expe&4-. 
ed they would advife the king to repel theC 
infult in the ftrongeil terms : but upon pK- 
amining the^difierent articles of the confti^. 
tution, they found that the cafe in q^/ilon- 
had not been forefeen, and they theifefore 
concluded that it would be moft prudent 
for the king to make no anfwer to the letter, 

which 
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which would iufficiently mark his Jif- 
pleafure. 

On the contrary, my opinion was, that 
the filence of the conftitution, on this head, 
only proved that it had never been doubted 
but that the refpeft, which had ever been 
ecmHdered as due to the king, was to be 
continued. But if they fuppofed that thi« 
fiience authorized the flighteft deviation 
finom refped to his majcfty, they might alft? 
fiippofe that it authorifed the greateft enor- 
mities ; for nothing was faid in the confti-- 
tBtion againft infulting or even murdering 
the king. That befides, the form df cdrre- 
i^ndence betwixt the king and the affem- 
bly being already fixed, namely, by pre- 
fenting their decrees, or fending verbal 
meilkges by a deputation of the members, 
he had a right not to admit of any innova- 
tion which difpleafed him. That if they 
imagined there was any energy in* the 
meafiftre of not anfwering Cohdorcet's let- 
tea, they muft acknowledge that it was an 
energy of a paflive nature ; and that in the 
king's fituation, fuch a kind of energy 

would 
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"wovld prove as hurtful as realweaknefs^ aft 
it tended to ihew that he was hurt, without 
having power to refent the injury. 

ITiefc reflexions determined me to write 
the following letter to the king, on the 8thi 
of February 179a : 

** Ypur majefty has been advifed to take 
no notice df the pr^fident of the aflembly'a 
letter. I, on the contrary, think, that to^* 
lerating this infult will draw on many 
others, much more ferious in thefar confe« 
qiiences. It appears to me of the higheft 
importance for your majeflyta write imme-» 
diately to the afiembly. I fend the copy of 
a letter; and if your majefty approves of 
it, the minifters may be inftantly fummdn« 
ed, and the letter communicated to tiiem» 
in your own hand-writing. Mine ought 
not to appear." 

Copy of the Letter to the Agembly. 

" Gentlemen, 
** When the nation acknowledged me 
for its king, I wa$ entrufted with the na^ 
tional dignity^ which I cannot^ in any cir« 

cumftancei 
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fiXLva&SiritCf zlloyf to;be at&ieked. Tthere^ 
fore return the letter ^ich the pr&fidtnt 
fent me yefter^ayby an huif5er. The ton- 
ftitju^ipia has fixed the form of correi|]iOpfld- 
ffsi^e^ betwixt the national aflembly and the 
king. I ought not an^ I , nil! not coirre^* 
i|K)n4j\fith it in any otjier jxlann^r tharfby 
t^tif^pi; n^no^ly;, by jBaeilagpj. As. for 
th*treQpc£t \fhich .^due to pv^j TwiU j^sly 
OB t^ i<mtii]^e[)its: whiQh the French Ja^ve 
alw^s Jiad for their kjnga.*/'!.. . . .. 

r. Thi$ Kneafure ap|)eared^ to.tiis majefty 
toaJiftroag, and the negative eaergy tif 
iikm;e ^cas i^rel^txed ; confequently tK> on^ 
ivrerjoras gnren to. the letter of tiie president; 
•".-^ To augment fiie kihg'^7)0pularity was at 
9iii times the dfaje£k of . the nkimflsers, but 
more particularly on tKofe bccaftons when 
the aflembly treated him with, infolence; 
and the letter of Condorcet was the greateft 
outrage Y^hich his majefty had as yet re-? 
ceived. He was advifed to make a tour 
rotind the fuburf?a on horfcbact, to c6n- 
verfe affably tvilh the pe<^Ie, to vifit the 

* f^iik the Appendix, i^, VL ^ 

6 hofpitals. 
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horpitaIs5 and diftribute alms. Theie adt 
of humanity, fo much in umfon widi hi* 
charader, gttned hiwthe^pplauie of foine 
people in the ftreet, who ciied 1^v€ le 
rot! but no other advantage enfued. 

The formation of their majefties' houle- 
hold, which the minifters had hitherto ne- 
gleded, was now regarded as a meafure of 
the utmoft importance, particularly as they 
fiattered themfelves that the king would ht 
prevailed upon only to admit perfons of ac* 
knowledged patriotifm ; therefore the com- 
mittee of mintfters again took up this aSair, 
and fome of them propofed plans, and gave 
in lifts of thofc whom they wiftied to have 
received into the hotifehold. 

I informed the king, by the following 
letter, that the minifters were occupied on 
this fubjeft : 

** In the committee of yefterday, your 
majefty's houfehold was one fubjed of dif* 
cuftion. A lift has been made of thirty 
perfons who, are to be propofed. The far- 
ther confideration is deferred till Tuefday* 
The ancient almanack of Verfailles, and 

VOL. lit E that 



so PRIKAXB MEM.Q1R5. 

thai, fif ihe coiiit.o£LcteLddh,'.are tp.lrai ^onr 
fttlted.'.-. . ...\ .1 .i" /'-•.;•.: ■■•• ,■> ...■•.. • ; 

inritb i plaa&tthQtt puxpofe, wdfucbia Uft 
as will J&e iagreea^ to you, I take die Ut 
bcrty o£ requefting.ttMit; yow i^ajefty :will 
let. me know yojar yrjAiea on,: both theff 
poiiite^ aad lih^l ufe every mjwjps, in the 
committee, to promote them.. ThiaX wMl 
endeavour to dp . in. fuch a, flMJWicr aSt ifi 
prevent all fufpicioa flf my having received 
jTju^ a ii^ark o^( wpfid^ajce* ; haying np vi^w 
but that p£.;grKiQg taypurmgjefly f^frci^ 
pfpo^oi my refp^jjt, a3?4 M^R^^ att^cU^ 
anent*'- .:^j, ,...,;. v--!;'^^ j'.ri . 

The king fent; ^pjcr pp ftuiiY^. to .thw let- 
ter,: but when I went tp^ the leyee, the 
fame day, he approached the w^ndojw where 
I was ftanding, and while he leinicji to be 
looking at w:hat was paffing in the court of 
the palace, he faid, in ajo^y voi^e^ ^^ I re- 
ceived yonj: ' letter/. Let; thpn; take thefr 



own courfe.** * 



I 'was .at thiis time occupied with the 
Garde des Sceaux aiidM. de Leflart. in a 
* ^dt the Appendix, No. m. 

• meafure 
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meafuK of far greater importance. We 
s were cttdeavouring taform, fec^^lly, a ro}^- 
alift paitf in die affemWy, and had already 
gained over eight or tpn members of great 
influence in the cote droit ; that is to' fay^ 
among the moderate party; and it was only 
neceffary to give them the means of influ- 
encing that party diftinguifhed by the title 
of the Indepehdants^ or the undecided, who 
voted fometimes vnth the Moderes^ and 
fometime with the Enrages ^ fome of whom 
, were fuppofed to have no other reafbn but 
to announce that thty were to be bought, 
and would join the party who oflfered them 
the beft terms. It was very well known, 
from the manner in which this aflembly was 
compofed, that there were few of the mein- 
. bers who were not to be gained either by 
money, or the promife of places for their 
relations and friends. As the power of no- 
minating to pliices belonged to each ihini- 
fter for his ovra department only, it was 
neceffary to acquaint them all with this 
plan, in order that they might all concur in 
its execution. For this purpofe,. we allaf- 
E 2 fembled 
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fembled at the houfe of M. de Narbonne, 
who gave us a dinner, along with a certain 
perfon who was to be a principal agent in 
this bufineTs, as being intim^ely. acquaint- 
ed^ with many members of the eL&m\Aj, 
That this dinner might be the piore fecret, 
we met at tht petite maifon of M, de Nar- 
bonne^ After dinner, this perfon prefented 
to us the propofals of the principal deputies, 
with whom he had already begun to treat, 
and the following articles were agreed 
upon: 

Firft, That none of the ' faid deputies 
were to have any perfbnal comipumcation 
with the minifters, but were only to nego- 
tiate with^ them through the aboyermen- 
tioned agent. ^\ ■ ; 

Secondly, That they muft nev^r ^)e t^ 
quired to propofe or fuppqrt any motion 
contrary to the conftitution. 

Thirdly, That as often as the king and 
council wifhed for their fupgort for anjf 
particular meafure, the faid deputies muft 
be informed twenty-four hours beforehand 
by the agent, through -whom they would 

inftrudl 
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inftrud the minifters with their objections, 
if they had any, and receive their anfwers. 

Fourthly, That the means to be ufed for 
influencing the affembly muft be left en- 
tirely to them ; that their demand as to 
this article admitted of no reftridlion. 

The fund from which this expence was 
to be drawn, was, Firft, The fum of 
1,500,000 livres, belonging to the depart- 
ment of foreign affairs, for fecret expencies, 
of which the minifter for that department 
was not obliged to give an account to any 
tody but to the king. 

Secondly, From the free fund which cer-^ 
tain minifters had at their difpofal* 

And, thirdly. From the civil lift. 

The conference broke up at ten o'clock 
at night. The minifters agreed, at parting,' 
on the heceffity of keeping this affair pro^ 
foundly fecret. Indeed the very nature 
of the cafe implied as much. Unfortu- 
nately, M. de Narbonne, juft as he went 
from this meeting, met with Mathieu de 
Monttnorenci, and a member of the afTenv 
bly, who waited for him, as he entered the 
E 3 Hotd. 
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liotel dt la Guerre^ and informed them of 
what had paflTed* At half paft eleven that 
fame night, the news had fpread in the af- 
fembly, which was ftill fitting. It was 
loudly complained of; the members con- 
cerned were enraged } and thus the afiair 
completely failed. 

The minifters were in the utmoft furprif^ 
and conftemation next day, on hearing this 
account* They were eager to have an 
explanation with M. de Narbonnc, but he 
took care to avoid it that day, by not com- 
ing to the council till after it was begun, 
and hurrying out the inftant it was oven 
However J he came to the committee of mi- 
nifters next day, and upon being aproach* 
ed for having divulged what had pafted at 
the conference, he at firft faid that he did 
not remember having mentioned it : but 
when Mathieu de Montmorenci and the 
other member of the affembly were named 
to him, ** Mathieu de Montmorenci," faid 
he, ^* is my friend ; and I am certain that he 
would not fpeak of it to any body. With 
regard to the member of tfie aiTembly, he is 

* of 
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df our party, arid confequently equally io^ 
tereftcd with us iii keeping the fecl«t*" 
* ** It is of very little confequence/* an- 
fwcred the G^Je des Sceaux^ " ^hich of 
them divulged it : but what canoot be de- 
nied is, that we all folemnly pRJftiifed to 
mention it to nobody/^ 

*« That is true^" returned M. de Nar- 
bonne; ." and I was wrong. But in 
fhort, gentlemen,' I have long perceived that 
we cannot adl together ; and I will even 
own to you, that If I knew of five perfons 
proper to be propofed to the king in your 
fflaces, I fhouM litiniediately do it, and re- 
main myfelf } becaufe I think it would be 
of eflential benefit to his riiajefty's' fervice 
that I continued in adminiftration. But as 
\ cannot make this-change, 1 am determined 
totefign.'' ' '. 

** Your refignation, or ours, is not the 
affair in queftion," faid 'the Garde des 
Sceaux. " We are perhaps as little attached 
. to our places as you can be : but we are 
fenftble, that, in the prefent circumftiances, 
the leaft change in the council might be 
E 4 fatal 
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fatal to the king. We therefore wifli to 
continue to ad yrith you; and nothing 
will be eafier, if you will fairly come to an 
underftanding with us, and then adhere, 
without deviation, to what we have once 
agreed upon." 

"No,'' replied M. de Narbonne, **that 
is impoflible ; becaufe there are fome mem*- 
bers in the council vdth whom I can never 
agree : for inftance, M. de Bertrand." 

" Mc, Sir !'' cried I, greatly aftoniflied. 
*^ And upon what account ? What has 
happened to alter your opinion, fince 
you made me fo many proteftations of 
efteem ? Is it my fault that you have been 
guilty of an iftdifcretion, which has been at- 
tended with very bad confequences ?'' 

^* That is out of the^queftion,'* faid he. 
** But I fee very well that we do not go 
upon the fame plan* You refufed me a 
frigate/' 

" I refufe you a frigate! When did yot» 
afk for one?" anfwered I. 

" Doii't you remember," replied he, 
^^ what you declared in the council, when I 

mentioned 
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mentioned the poffibility of^ our having 00- 
cafion for one, when we had under confider- 
ation the afFair of M. de la Jaille, at Breft?*' 

" Was I to confider", iaid I, " an acci- 
dental obfervation, made by you at the 
time of that infurredlion, as the official de- 
mand of a frigate ? You appeared to have 
no other intention, in the queftiori you then 
put to me, than to know if I would arm a 
frigate, to cruife along ourcoaft, in the cafe 
of our apprehending hoftile intentions in 
any of the maritime powers j and I an- 
fwered, that I did not then know an officer 
to whom I would give fuch a command* 
If you had direftly aiked a frigate for 
yourfelf, I fhould have acquainted the king, 
and have done as he fhould have ordered." 

This converfation was followed by fome 
obfervations frona the Garde des Sceaux^ 
upon the neceffity of maintaining, at leaft, 
the appearance of unanimity in the coun- 
cil; but the committee broke up, without 
M, de Narbonne having fhewn any difpo- 
fition to reconciliation, or to ad in a 
friendly manner with the othcx miniflers ; 

and 
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and the public were foon informed of the 
divifions in the council, which encouraged 
the malecontents to attack us ; and no time 
was loft. The Garde des Sceaux was de- 
nounced in the affcmbly. Another denun- 
ciation was announced againft M. de Lef- 
fart ; and the memorial of complaint againft 
me, which appeared to have been forgot- 
ten, being again revived, was given p to 
the kingt 
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CHAP. XVIIL 

Generals Rockfimbeau^ la Fayette^ and Luck-' 
ncr arrive at Paris. — rl'beir conveffation^ 
with the king.-^They are introduced into^ 
the counciL — M. de Narbonne abfents 
him/elf from the mnifterial committees^—, 
M» de la Fayette comes to the committee. — 
Speaks of the ill confequences winch mufl 
attend the mifunderftanding among the mi^ 
nifers. — He propofes that I Jbould retire; 
from the adminiflratiom-r-Mf letter to 
M. de Narbonne -refpeaing an article in 
Brijfofs yournaU-^A letter from each of 
the three generals to M. de Narbonne. 

MDE Narbonne tad fummbned the 
# three generals Rochambeau, Luck* 
ner, and la Fayette to Parish upon pre- 
tence of making them give an account of, 
the ftate of the armies, and of the plan of 
operations. They were introduced by Mt 
de Narbonne into the council, on Friday 

the 
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the 2d of March, in fpite of the repug- 
nance which the king had to fo unufual a 
meafure. Before the council opened, his 
majefty afked them feveral queftions upon 
the ftate of the armies* M. de Rocham- 
beau, who was firft interrogated, anfwered, 
^ that his army was in a yery bad condition 
with refpeft both to clothing and arms ; 
and as for difcipline, it was almoft entirely 
overthrown, and out of his power, in the 
prefent circumftances, to re-eftablifh it j of 
courfe, that with fuch troops, all military 
operations muft be of a defenfive nature 
only/' 

General Luckner, who had probably 
drank a little freely at dinner, faw things in 
a much pleafantcr point of view than his 
colleague. 

"^^ </// pas votre majejie^^ faid the 
general, addreffing the king in his Ger- 
man French,'' " quil y a pas aujji quelquc 
petit chofc h dire fur mon armce^quil manque 
pas aujfi quelque petits obcbets d^armement 
ou cC equipenunt I le difcipline U ti ejl pas non 
plus trop pon } mais cejl ecal ; quand je 

CQmmande 
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commands fo troupes^ Us ont bcaucoup (Tar^ 
deuTy, ils . me fuivroht par tout comme je veuxj 
mats je Juts pour le guerre offenjifj cejl Vof^ 
fenfifquilfautpour lesFran^ais\^ ils font pas ' 
pQurk d^ffenftfy rofenjify i)otrje majefie^ Vof- 
fenJifV\ 

M. de la Fayette being intenrogated; il 
hiB. turij, a:nfwcred in a few words ; be con- 
tradided n^either. of his coUe^gney ; wi^\ 
although their opinions were qirite ^pO-^ 
fite, \it contriyed to ac<;omniodate what he 
faid to both : after which, the king imagin- 
ing that they would immediately retire^ 
feemed ple^fed with the thought, that the 
impropriety of their fitting in the coung| 
was thus avoided ; but when he bowcd^ in 
expeftation of their withdrawing, they rc:^ 
quefled his permiiHon tp read a vbj^v^^^ 

* I do not pretend to deny that fomcthitfg of the Ikme 
nature may not be faid of myi army, which are alfg 'in want 
of certain little articles refpe6ling arms ^a;id clothing \ and 
the difcipline, to be fure, is not very ftridl ; but that is oF 
little confequence, for, when I command, the troops' alwJiyft 
difplay ardour, they follow me always as I wifh ; but I am 
for ofFenfive war ; the French troops excel in the attack ; 
they are not fit for the defcnfiv«. OiFcnfivc war, pleafe yotif 
majefty, offenfivc war for ever, . 

which 
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wli!bh appearing to be too long to be heard 
ftaivding^ hia riiajefty feated himfelfy and 
4eftred the generala to do the fame. 

The mcmctfiai was of little or no confer 
ijuence.; and^ when it was finiihed, he tdd 
the generals, that he would confid^et upon 
it, and, they retired.' 

Next day M. deNarbonije did ndt-ap- 
ptfir ii^ the committee of minifters; but 
hi& friend M. de la Fayette came in his 
place, and fpoke much of^the bad eSe€t 
which the di^nfions in the miniiftry had 
On the public mltid, and of the fatal coiife- 
quences they might produce to th6 king, 
&c, &c. 

^ " You preach repentance,*^ anfwered one 
of the mihifters ; " but is your friend M. dc 
Ifeibonne of -the fame opinion V\ 

** Yes, undoubtedly he is." 

•^ Why then doea not he join his cot 
leagues, after the defire which they fhewed 
to be reconciled to him ?'' 

^ This was what I wilhed," returned M. 
de la Fayette ; *^ but after what he informed 
me concerning what pafled between hini 

and 



9sd. M. Eeitnnt^i tf dte^'lafl; codimUteie, k 
ieeos ^ptofl: ijupojSible that one or otho? 
Iboulid net q^mt tbp flpiiwftrjr; and M. 
/ Bertraad ni«ft p9t49B; me^ if troth forces 
Biie to fey, th«« however *ftimable his c€«- 
duft inay he^ hi^ retreat, in the pr^fent cji^- 
cumftances, would bd. iw. ufefitl to thl^ 
kingji as that of M. de Narboane'.WQuld b« 
fatal.!' - 

« Wereli)f that.qpiftkm;' faid I,;^M 
fliould moft certainly refign withoUJ^Jb^fi-r 
tatioix; but IvCan v^ith diflictilty believe, 
that ifc.wpuld be advantageous to the king 
to be abandoned by ojae of bis miniilers, 
merely becauie fome baile calumniatQfii 
ha^e made complaints: again(^ him.that^re 
abfurd, and without the fmaltell fouQd%- 
tion. With regaf d to the attack y^hiohtMvdf 
Narbonne directed againft me, ifi «(r^er to 
extricate himfelf, furely that does -ftot ^-r 
title him^- to feqwe my retreajtj a^d, alf 
thojugh I hare a better right to in£flr oij 
his, fo far am I frcw piaking any fuchr^f 
queft, thiit I now joia my colleagues in in* 
viting him to a reconciliation ; this ouglut 
6 . to 
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to fatisfy him. You may aflure him^ at 
tbe iam^ time, Sir," added I, "that not- 
withftanding his popularity, the teim of 
my miniftry fhall never depend upon his 
caprice. I have long fmce acquainted hia 
majelty with the particular time when I 
thought it would be rieceflary for me to 
quit his fervice-~the period is at no great 
diftance; but mod afTuredly I fhall ndt 
haflen it a moment td pleafe M. de Nar- 
bonne/* 

' The other minifters approved of what I 
had faid, and fupported me in it ; and M. 
de la Fayette retired, niuch difiatisiied at 
the bad fuccefs of his embafly. 

The next day, being the 4th of March, 
1792, the following article appeared in 
Briffot's Journal : 

" The reports which have been for fome 
time circulating, of difTenfions in the ca« 
binet council, are well founded— a mifun- 
derftanding fubfifts betwixt the miniftcr of 
war and the minifter of marine : the firft, 
Whofe attachment to the conftitution is 
well known, employs every means of exe- 
cuting 
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ing its laws, fo as to render it fucceflP- 
fiil; while the fecond endeavours to exe- 
cute them in fuch a manner as to over- 



turn it." 



As foon as I faw this paragraph, I wrote 
the following letter to M. de NarboQne: 

. " I have juft read a paragraph in the 
Patriote Fran^ais^ which I make no doubt 
has fhocked you as much as it has done 
me. Being convinced you had no fhare 
in it, I prefume you are fenfible of the 
propriety of immediately requiring that the 
paragraph may be retracted ; which it will 
be cafy for you to obtain," 

M. de Narbonnis Anfwer. 
« Sir, 

** I felt as much uneafinefs as you coul4 
on reading the paragraph you mention : ia 
the inferting of which I certainly bad nO 
hand; but, as I am convince^d, that the 
afiertions it contains are true, I can neither 
contradict them, nor require that they 
fhould be retrajSted. 

voi,, \u F . •* I greatly 



^6 PRIVATE MEMOm^r 

** I greatly efteem' your talents and vir- 
tuee ; at the fame time^ I hare had occa* 
fion to obferve, that our ideas are not the 
fame refpefting the conftitution; and it 
appears to me, that our difieient method 
of executing its laws, in fnch eritical cir^ 
Gumftances, muft be as hurtful to public 
afeirs as to the king's intereft.'* 

Notwithftanding. this extraordinary an- 
fwer, I wilhed to try every means of being- 
reconciled with M. de Narbonne. His^ 
difmiffion would have been the confe- 
quence of an open rupture j and, as he 
was then the moft popular minifter, thisr 
would have been hurtful to the king. The 
fame day, therefore, on which I received^ 
this letter, finding myfelf feated next him* 
at the council, I wrote the fubfequent note,, 
^d fhowed it to M. de Natbonne. 

" If M. de Narbonne has,' as I^wifh,, 
refleded more maturely upon the letter t 
fent him this morning, it depends upoi* 
himfelf to re-eftabliih perfe£k unanimity in 
the council : he has only to complain of 
the article in the Patriate Fran^ais j to ex- 
5 prefc 
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Iprefs b^ore the couacU hia ftifpsife ttid 
Uneafinefs on account of its iiifi^rtion, an4 
to declare that he Will imm^iatety write f<^ 
the editor to define it may bt retrade^ 
I have not communicated the fub|jeA of this 
note to any of my ctilbagueS ; and I giy# 
toy word of honour that I never will, ia 
the hopes that the ftep whifih I recom^ 
mend^ mdy be regarded by them as the 
Ipontaneous effecas of M. de Narbonne'j 
candour, wl^ich will certainly reconcile 
them all to him*" 

M.^cle Narboniie, aftdr reading this not^j 
Vrrote the following anfwer under it : 

f* I perfift in the fame opiniouj which I 
fent M. Bertrand this morning* He is at 
liberty to lay opeft immediately, before^ the 
Icings dl the circumftances regarding Brii^ 
ibt's paragraph. I am ready to explain 
toyffelf upon thAt article.*' 

J wrote back upon the fame paper l 

" Don*t you think it would be more 
expedient to difcufs this affair in the com« 
mittee, aftw the council, before it is mesr^ 
tioned to the king ?^* 

> f 2 . M# de 
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I M« de Narbonne anfweredi by the fingle 
.'Word^ ** willingly.'* 

After the aouncil, we went to the^paf&- 
toent in the palace appropriated for the 
committee. I gave an account of my let- 
ter, and M. de Narbonne's anfwer, con* 
cerning the paragraph inferted in BriflbtV 
Journal, with which all the minifters had 
beeti very much offended. Then addref* 
iiHg myfelf to M. de Narbonne, I faid, 

" I now requeft, Sir, that you will 
frankly explain, before our colleagues, 
what you mean by the difference pf opi- 
nion which, you fay, fubfifls betwixt m 
concerning the conftitution, and of our 
difierent mode of executing it. I ought, 
and I am convinced I do underftand the 
conftitution. better than you do; becaufe 
my department not being fo much over- 
charged as your'8, 1 have had more leifure 
to ftudy it ; I never take a flep without 
confuking it ; and I am very fure that It is 
not in your power to give a fmgle inftance 
wherein I have deviated from what the 
conftitution prefcribes." 

"I con- 
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"""^ I conteft nothing of all that/' fepUed 
M. de Narbonnc ; " but you ought, with 
the iame franknefs on your part, to 
acknowledge that you do not like the con« 
ilitution ; that you do not approve of tt^ 

♦* No Sir/' refumed I, "that is what I will 
not acknowledge ; I will only declare that 
I4o not allow myfelf to decide on the me- 
rits or demerits of the conllitution. I ihall 
defer paifing my judgment until that oC 
the nation is manifefled, after having expe^ 
nenced the efFeds which; will refult from it» 
execution. Neither you nor I have fwom 
to love it; at alj evpnts, we have only:- 
taken an oath to execute it faithfully, a94 
to enforce h by all ^ the raeaos^iii our 
power : let us coiite^^t oiurfelveswitlr bei^g 
j^fhful to our o^h/': r * r 

** Yes;' replied he ; " but while I xiSf^ 
pfpry jnea^s of making the conftitutioli 
fucceed, you endeavour to have ifr extf 
jiuted,, ip fuch a manner, as may prcfre to 
^c jiation that it n^ver caff gOion/' S 

•^ That is to fay," r^twroed I^ '' ypn/uppffii 
this to be my intention ; for you certainly 

..:-- , f3 have 
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have not the fmalleft proof of it; and I never 
made fuch a declaration to you, nor to any 
to4y elfe. Your fuppofition woujd be more 
plaufible if I adhered with lefs ftridkncfs to 
the conftitution; but it is ftrange to conn 
elude, from my fcrupulous obfervance of 
it, that my defign is to fliew the public 
^at it cannot be execyted : thus, Sir, it i$ 
)fflpoffible for me to efcape your ccnfure, 
Ut ine adl as I will* May I a(k by what 
fight you aflert that I have a defign fo 
*(<K3tndi£l:ory to my conduct ; and can 
jfou fcrioufly found your quarrel with me 
en fuch y^gue and ii^icopfiftent fuppofi? 

^ns/' 

^ 1 don*t mean tp quarrel ^ith you,^' 
^ aiifwered ; ** but you defired me to cx-i 
plain myfelf openly : then I myft plainly 
ie8 ypu, that 1 form my ojrinion in confe-i 
^jnence of what I fee; yoyr departmepi 
^es not gp oi;i.*^ 

^ ^y dcpfutfncfit does not go on I wha^ 
^0 yop know. Sir, upon th^ fiibjcft ? wb^t 
4^' y0V! liiid deficient ?* 
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^ This, Sit ; that you have not com- 
menced the new organization of the navy : 
you haire not an officer ; not a captain of 
a frigate, while the land force is complete.^* 

*' It is true, Sir, that the ^cw organisation 
ef th6 navy is not far advanced ; but it cer- 
.tainly is not my fault, as the aflembly has 
not yet pafled one of the decrees neeeffary 
to regulate this organization, although I have 
repeatedly demanded them ; and as I hayc 
no right to iflbe fuch decrees, nor the power 
of executing them before they exift, 1 deferve 
no blame on that head : indeed I have. never 
been blamed on that account by the alTem* 
bly, notwithftanding the prevailing preju- 
dice againft me. If I had been as fortu- 
nate as you were/* cpntinued I, " in hav- 
ing all my decrees immediately pafled, 
perhaps I (hould have been as far ad- 
vanced ; particularly if I had fupplied the 
place of oflBcers by pilots and failors, as 
you fupplied the officers who were miffing 
by ferjeaats and conimon foldiers ; perhaps 
I might have ^fo had my Luckner to 
boail of^ f^^ the famous corfaire Paul^ 

P 4 Jpncs 
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Jones prefemted himfelf twice at my Icvce 
to demand the rank of Admiral/' 

« Well, well " faid M. dc Narboane, 
*^ you fee what a footing you are on with 
the afTembly; you can obtain nothing, 
while nothing I aik is refufed me; It ifr 
true, that I frequently attend the aflembly, 
and go almoft every day to the commit- 
tees. If you had purfued the fame plan, 
you would undoubtedly have had the fame 
iuccefs; but you never would have any 
communication with the committees : this 
fmgularity gave offence; and, I am not 
furprif^d that it has raifed you many ene- 
mies in the affemWy." 

** J am not furprifed at it neither," faid 
T; " bu^ nptwithftanding tfoe fuccefs which 
you owe to your communication with the 
committees, I perfift in the opinion, that 
thefe communicz^tions are much more dan* 
^eroiis than ufeful. But, in fhort. Sir, this 
is foreign t;o the queftion j for certainly it 
is not for my pe^fifting in communicating 
with the affembly only, and refufing to at-^ 
ten^ the committees, that you fufugoTe y^e 
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to have an intention of fubverting that 
very conftitution which orders us to com- 
mtinicate diredly with the aflembly, and 
iays nothing of committees.'* 

" In fliort, it is to no purpofe,'* refumed 
he, " to prolong this difpute, as we may g9 
on till to-morroi;^ without coming to any 
^igreement. What has pafled,, only proves 
that our principles are too oppofite eVer to be 
reconciled ; and this confideration would 
have determined me to retire from admini* 
ilration, as I informed you at the houfe of 
the Garde des Sceaux^ if I had tiot been re- 
ilrained by the intreaties of the generals.'* 

" You will aa as you pleaife, Sir,'* re-* 
plied I; 

All the minifters were ftruck with 
the futility of M. de Narbonne's objefl- 
ions, and the force of my anfwers. They 
expoftulated with M. de Narbonn^ and 
endeavoured to bring about a reconci- 
liation; but all in vain. He fiood out 
with the obftinacy of a perfon who had a 
fixed plan, from which he was deterjEnihed 
not to recede. This condijd of M. de 

Narbonae, 
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Narbonne, at firil appearedinconfiftent with 
,t|ie intention he had announced^ of giving 
in his refignation, but it became a little 
more intelligible three day5 after, by the ^ 
/extraordinary meafure he adopted of pub- 
liihiag in the newfpapers three letters he 
had received from the generals Rocham- 
J9«au, Luckner, and h Fayette, with hisan^*- 
fivers, 

. Thofe letters had been written at the 
fequeft of M. de Narbonne himfelf ;-they 
.were all three to the fame effe^, and very 
xtearly in the fame words. The fubffance 
was as follows : 

..."Thtat the report of his retreat gave 
them the greateft uijeafmefs; that it wa$ 
)t|S duty to remain in adminiftration, as his 
talents^ ^ivity, and refources were fo ufe* 
ful to his country. That their confidence 
|nt hjcn,. and the certitude of obtaining, 
through his diligence^ all .necefiary fuc^ 
CQ^r^ 'hft<} been their only. motive for re^ 
f^\jfWtg the. command, of the armies ; but 
|h^^ ^f he perfifted m his determination td 
fetire^: tji^y piuft ^iye. lip a fmwtioii, tlw 

duties 
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4tttles of whkh, they would no longer hav^ 
the power properly to difcl^arge.'* 
. M. dQ Narboane^f aofwer was coxiceived 
|n nearly the fubfeqiicnt t^^ms : 

^^ It is true, my dear general, that the 
dtfiereope of opimon which fubfifts b&p 
f wixt M. $ertrati4 aod me, refpe£ting the 
9Qn^tt(t|pQ, had determined me to gur« 
in my refigQAtion ; but the value yon at<* 
t^ch to my fetvices, ?^nd yonr earqeft de^ 
(ire for my contipiiance in.adminiftraitioos 
mak9 me coiifider it as a duty to remain as 
)ong as the l^n^ honours me with his 9on« 
^dence/' 

The pteblicati^^n of thefe letters, opened 
the eyes pf the thi'ee generals, who had 
probably written th^iQ unknown to each 
pther ; and each in the hope, that his per<« 
foqal approbiition* would have fufBcient 
weight with the Jcing, to fix M. de Nar-« 
honn? in ?idininiftration. They now be^ 
gan to fufpedi that h^ had fummoned them 
to Paris, find loaded them with civilities, 
merely with a view to induce them to tak« 
to it?J> J which was the wore ?cinarkable, 
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«5 at that time attempts were, jnade to turn 
him into ridicule by numerous pamphlets 
and caricatures, in which he was diftin- 
guifhed by the nick name of Mini/in 
JJnotc% : .• 

M. de Narbonne had flattered himfelf, 
that the publication of this correfpondence 
would confirm his credit in the affembly, 
and put the king under the neceflity of re- 
udning him in the adminiftration,' left 
his retiring ihould occaQon that of all the 
three generals; but the event did not an* 
fwer his expectation ; for thofe gentlemen 
were fo much offended at the publication of 
their letters, that thfey complained of it to 
his majefty; and retraced their declaration 
of having a defign to retire upon his re-t 
fignation? 
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CHAP. XIX. 

7he minlfiers ajfenille to examine the coniuSt 
af M. de Narbonne. — They unantmoujly 
agree never more to Jit in the council with 
him.— My rejignation. — Letter front M. 
de Lejfart to the iing. — My converfation 
with his majejiy. — DifmiJJion of Af. de 
Narbonne. — Violent difcontents in the af-r 
Jhmbly. — Decree agdinji M. de Lejfart. --^ 
Death of the Emperor. -^7he Chevalier de 
Graves appointed minifier tfwar. 

THE condud of M, de Narbonne raifed 
the indignation of all the minifters ; 
and the day on which his correfpondence 
with the three generals was made public^ 
they met in committee to deliberate on the 
part to be taken refpeding him. It was 
unanimoufly decided^ in the firft place, 
that none of the minifters fliould any 
longer do bnfinefa with M. de Narbohne, 
jand thereforQ it became neceflary that the* 
' , king 
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king fhould immediately decide betwixt 
him and us* But as the difmiflion of M* 
de Narbonne, in confcquence of a quarrel^ 
which feemed to hare aiifen from his zesd 
for the conflitution, might fet the king and 

^ council in an unfavourable light in the 
eyes of the public, we confidered eiTery 
peffible iheaiis of obviating this inconveni* 

' ency, and my refignation was confidered 
as the moft eligible^ I oppo.fed this de- 
cifion, for two reafons. The firft was, that 
I thought it difgraceful for itte to retire, 
before his majefty had given ally anfwer to 
the alfembly rcfpedking the memorial adi 
dreffed to him againft me, becaufe my re- 
treat might be conftrued into a tisicit ac* 
knowledgement of the juftice of the impu^ 
fcitions it contjuned. In the fecond place, I 
earneftly wifiied to continue in adminiftraa 
tion till the- 15th of March, becaufe that 
day was fixed upon for the review tof tht 
utw corps dt td martM^ 6r rathef for the diiJ* 
organization of the former cbrps, and 
therefore I had fixed upon it as the tenni«» 
tiation of .my admiAi^iadon; and I urged 

that 
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that the Idng could not in juftice, h6r the 
council in honour, haften it a day fooner^ 
as it would be giving M. de Narbonne the 
fatisfa^on of including me in his fall, and 
expofe me to a mortification I bad not 
xherited« 

Thefc confiderations made no impreifion 
on M. Gayer de Gerville. He had firft 
propofed my refignation, add he obftinately 
infifted upon it; and declared with great 
▼iolencCy that he would give in his the very 
next day if I did not give in mine. Thi» 
menace frightened the Garde des Sceaus$f 
who had, till then, warmly efpoufed my 
caufe i and I alfo became fenfible, that at 
an inftant fo critical, the popularity of Mr 
Gayer de Gerville would render his retreat; 
more prejudicial to the king than mine. 1 
tiierefore na longer infifted, but confented 
togive in my refignation, provided it was 
not made public till after the king fent %tk 
anfwer to the memorial which the aifem'^ 
bly had drawn up againft me ; which could 
be done early next morning, if the Gardir 
dts ScMux^ when he waited upon his ma-' 

jefty 
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jefty with the requeft of the committee^ 
would beg of him to let me have the me- 
morial immediately, in order that I might 
dr^w up the Iketch of an anfwcr before the 
opening of the affembly. 
' This condefcendance obviated all difficul- 
ties, and gave fuch fatisfaftion to M. Gayer 
de Gerville, that he fuggefted to propofe to 
the king that I fhould continue in office 
aftei; giving In my refignation, until my 
fucceffor was appointed. By this means all 
my views were anTwered, I was certain 
thiat the king would make no objection. I 
accordingly wrote my refignation, while 
my colleagues were employed in drawing* ^ 
up the anfwer which the king was to make 
me; and they endeavoured to render it as 
honourable for me as poffible. Itwas agreed 
upon that the Garde dcs Sceaux fhould next 
morning, prefent my refignation, and the 
form of the anfwer, as drawn up by the mi- 
tiifters for his majefty* It was agreed alfo 
that M. de Leffart fhould that evening, after 
the committee, write to him an account of 
what had paiTed; The following is a copy 
6 of 
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,bf \ that ioterefting letter, which renders it 
fuperfluous for ine to giv^ a circumftaatial 
detail of what pafled at the etfmmittee^ efr 
pecially as the teftimohy of a third perfoi^ 
will have more weight than my own. 

" I went this evening, betwixt ten and ^ 
elieven o'clock^ to the houfe of the miniftel: 
of judice. Which I informed your majefty 
was my intention, and there I not only 
found M. Bertrand arid M. Tarbe, but alfo 
M. Gayer ; arid fobri after M. de la Fayette 
arrived, virhoni the Garde des Sceaux had 
already feen in the couffe of the day. 

" M. de la Fayette told ui that he had 
been very defirous of bringing about a re- 
conciliation amongft the minifters ; that 
this had at all times appeared difficult to^ 
' hitn, upon accouiit of the difference fub- 
iifting betwixt M. de Narbonrie and M. 
Bertfaod ; but that now things had come 
to that point, that he could no longer id- 
terfete : he gave as his rfeafon the publica- 
tion of the three letters from the generals, 
andt above aill, the anfwer which M. de 
Narbonne had ^ven to him. He declared 
V0£« II. O that 



thit he had never confentcd to the putJica* 
tion, not Jiad he any idea of fuch a thing 
till h^ faw the letters in the ne wipers, 
Afisr this eixplanation, which was cddand 
lacpnic, he retired. The moment he went 
Xmt, M. Ckyer vented his iadignatioh at 
the condufl: of M, de Narbonne, in the 
ftrongeft exprefiions{ and he ended 'hf 
paying that he muft never more fet hisibot 
jn the cOunciL But at the fame timie he 
.added, that the difmiffion of M. de Nut- 
. bonne might prodijce very 'bad ccfnfq^ 
- quences, unlefs the voluntary refignation qf 

M. Bertrand followed foon -after/ 

*. • • • . ' 

*' M. Bertrand fald that he*^KHild npt,^ at 

-.that moment, give m ]^is. refignatipn^ bijit 

• tliat he would do it moft wflliftgljj after jti^e 

^ .15th of March ; that fuch had always been 

his fixed intention. ^ : ^ * _ .. : 

^ " The Garde dcs. ^cemix fuRRWtcd M. 

-bertrand, and faid that it would be beneath 

the ting's dignity, rand the credit ^of the 

miniftry, to yield upotn fuch an i>ccafion.; 

.. " M. de. Gayer infilled, with/orce, upjpn 

xJSL BertiMid's immediate r{i^4{jon. -^ ifie 

, founded 
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founded his opinion upon the pr^fent dtf* 
pofition of the people, the public^ intereft, 
and that of the king. 

" He was feconded by M. Tarbe in fuch 
a manner, that M. Bertrand condefcended 
4b far as to promife to give in his difmiflion 
as foon as the king ihould have anfwered 
the memorial of the national afTembly* , 

** M, Cayer infifted on his former opi- 
nion with great vehemence, declaribg^ that 
if M. Bertrand did not^ive in his refigna«» 
tion immediately after the king had de- 
inanded that of M. de Narbonne, he 
himfelf would refign, the very next 
morning. 

^^ I had, till then, taken little part jn the 
debate, being, at bottom, entirely of the 
opinion of M. Cayer de Gerville, which! 
iud hitherto concealed, out of delicacy to 
M. Bertrand^ whofe fituation was extreme- 
ly cruel : but feeing things fo far advanced, 
I at laft remarked to Mv Bertrand, that as 
he wias refolved upon the facrifice, he ought 
to make it in the manner mpft jadvan- 
tageous for the king, Jin the prefent ftate 

02 of 
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6{ public affairs ; and that it appeared 
highly expedient that he fhould give in his 
refignation next day, in order to diminifh 
the effect which M. de Narbonnc's difmiC- 
fion might produce. 

** M, le Oardt* des Sceaux^ who had beert 
greatly ftruck with the decifive declaration 
of M. de Gerville, being fenfible of the im-i^ 
{)brtance of preventing his refignation oh 
the fame day with M. de Narbonne, ranged 
liimfelf on the fame fide. 

** M. Beftrand corifented; and we 
drew up the letter which is propofed for 
your majefty to fend in anfwer to his letter 
of refignation. 

" This long and important difcuflion 
pafled without acrimony, and in a manner 
becoming perfons who have fentiments of 
mutual efteenl. Your majefty's intereft 
and the public good were all we had in, 
view. 

^•-In the propofed afifvvfer from your 
majefty to M. Bertrand, you will require 
of him to remain in his department till a 
fucceffor is appointed.- 

5 « With 
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" With refped to M. de Narbonne, we 
think he ought immediately to be re-« 
placed ; and that it is even of confequence 
that his fucceflbr take his place in council 
this very evening* Upon mature confider-f 
ation, it appeared to us that the Chevalier 
de Graves is the moll proper perfon to re«^ 
place him ; and on the prefiimption.that he 
would be agreeable to your majefty, the 
Garde des Sceaux founded him ycfterday j 
and during the committee, he went again to 
his houfe at one o'clock in the morning, 
with the fame intention ; but not finding 
him at home, left a notf 9 deQring to fee him 
SS early as poffible* 

"We alfo think |t vpry nec^flary that your 
majefty Ihbuld immediately fend for thp 
three generals, in order to prevent them 
from giving }n their refignation, which they 
will moft certainly be excited to do by every 
pofliblp means. Your majefty will not 
f^^il in gerfuafive arguments. On their 
part, it would certainly be a failure in their 
duty, and ^ven a breach of their oath, to 
irefign at fuch a conjundure. Bu^t fts this 
03 is 
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is a point of the utmoft importance, your 
majefty i;vill perhaps think it expedient that 
the queen fliould be prefent at this inter* 
view, that every circumftance may concur 
td ^nCure fuccefs. 

** There are alfo precautions to be taken 
relative to the national guards, as it is very 
poffible that feditious people may take ad* 
vantage of the prefent circumftance^ to ex- 
cite diforder. 

*« It is faid that M. de Boiffieu is not at 
Paris. By whom is he replaced ? Might 
he not be fent for ? 

*• Your majefty will be informed of thefe 
particulars, in the morning, by the Garde 
des Sceaux. It appeared to us proper to 
give him the preference upon this occa- 
fion, as being the moft ancient minifter, 
and in feme refpefts the chief of the 
councilt 

" Your majefty may then fend for M. 
Cayer de Gerville, to inform hi% that you 
have adopted his opinion ; and at the fame 
time to requeft him to continue in admi- 
niftration beyond the time he has fixed, 
6 which 
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which b the 15th of this fnoothi : It is^ to^ 
be wiflied that his refigaation could be de- 
ferred at' leaft eight dajs beyond that pe- 
riod. It would be well if the queen would 
join her invitation to M. de Gerville to 
that of your majefty, by which means fuc- 
cefs would be more certain, " » 

^* Your majefty and the queen ought to 
fhew every mark of favour and regard to 
M. Bertrand, fo unjuftly facrificed ; and 
who, in yielding to the force of circum- 
ftahces, gives the ftrongeft proof of attach- 
ment and duty. ^ He is a man of merit, 
who muft not be looked upon as entirely 
loft to your, majefty's fervice. 

" I fhall end by obferving, that the con- 
duit of M. de Narbonne is fo ferioufly re- 
prehenfible, that his difmiffion feems abfo- 
lutcly neceflary, unTefs your majefty prefers 
giving him your entire confidence. But 
in cafe you fhould adopt the firft of thefe 
meafures, no time is to be loft. All expla- 
nation will be fuperfluous, and derogate 
from your dignity. It is even of confc- 
quence to preyent'M. de Narbonne from 
. ^ c 4. coming 
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eomittg to the council this evening, as he 
will not fail to bring a very patriotic dif-; 
courfe, which he will propose that your ma* 
jefty fhould addrefs to the national aflcm- 
bly r and,, if he receives his difmiflion next 
day, he will fay that it is upon account of thi* 
diibourfe that he has fallen into difgrace. 

^ I take the liberty to remind your ma- 
jefty of the three generals. It appears to 
mc that you ihould fee them; t|iat you 
Ihould receive thcpi all three together; 
9iid, if poffible, before any of them have 
been tampered with. In talking of their 
Ipttcrs, your maj^fty, without informing 
them of your intentipns, tn^y afk then^. 
If, after fvf earipg to b? faithful to the na- 
tion and \he king, they can ferioufly de- 
termine to feire no longer than M. de 
^ ^arbonne remains in adminiftration f 
Your majefty n^ay add, that even fupppfr 
ing that fome alteration fhould bp made i(i 
the miijiftry, ypu will certainly choofe 
none but men (iiftinguilhe^ for patrjotifqi 
and abilities. 

f? Friday morning, 5 o'clock ♦/* 

* yide Appendix, No. IV. 

- On 
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On leaving the committee, (about three 
in the morning,) I immediately fent a copy 
of my refignation to the editor of the 
yournal de Paris ^ earneftly requefting hira 
to infert it in that day^ paper ; in order 
tihat the retreat of the miniiler, who dif» 
pleafed the aflembly, might be made pub* 
lie at the fame time with the difmifEon of 
him who had more partifans in it, a cix* 
cumftance, however, that did not prevent 
him from being fometimes infulted, which 
never happened to me* 

To give an idea of the manner in which 
M. de Narbonne was fometimes treated la 
that hall, I ihall only relate the words 
which the deputy Albitte addreifed to him 
at the evening meeting a little fjpfore hi? 
^ifmifHon : 

. *• That great minifter," criied the depu- 
ty, " wjipm you behpld there, who has fuch 
vaft talents, and whpfe numerous applauders 
Jbeiiege the ^flemblyan^ the committees^ 
pften makes reports entirely devoid of 
.^ruth. As for his adivity, fo much vaunted, 

it 
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it IB of as little utilttf as the a£tivity of one 
who walks in his fleep/' v ^ 

M; de Narbonne heard this rhetorical 
flouriih with a fmile of contempt^ which 
, was the only reply he ever made to thofe 
indecent attacks^ for which a lefs enduring 
minifter would have obliged the alTembly 
to have done him juftice. 

• I had not feen the memorial which the 
aflfembly had addrefled to the king ag^nft 
me ; but as it could contain little elfe be^ 
fides a repetition of the former reports 
made by the marine committee, I prepared 
a form of the anfwer the king was to 
make, all but a refutation of the new accu** 
fations which the memorial might contain, 
I therefore addrefled a letter to his ma- 
jefty, begging that he would fend me the 
memorial, ind inforniing him that my re^ 
fignation was to be prefented to him. 

My letter was as follows : . 

" I entreat your majefty will fend me 
the memorjal of accufation againft me, as 
it ought to be anfwered as foon as pof- 

fiblc. 
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fible. The miniftcrs, 'affembled lafl: night 
in committee, deliberated till three in the 
morning upon the letters which M. de 
Narbonne caifed to be printed in every 
journal. His conduft being highly dif- 
approved of by all, they intend to propofe 
that your majefty fhould difmifs him j but, 
as the dangerous woman who governs 
him might take advantage of the prefent 
crifis, to excite an infurredtion, on pretence 
that a patriotic minifter is difmiffed for 
hailing' denounced an ariftocratic one, 
my unbounded attachment to your ma- 
jefty, and regard for your intereft, have de- 
termined me to give in my refignation as 
foon as M. de Narbonne has . received his 
difmiffion. But I fhall ever remain in- 
violably devoted to ypur majefty's fervice ; 
and my chief ambition will ever be, to have 
it in my power to prove my refpedful 
attachment *." 

The king received this letter an hojir 
before the Garde des- Sceauoc went to hioi 
from the committee. 

• Vide Appendix, No. V* ' 

At 
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At ten o'clock I received two letter* 
from his raajefty ; one was that which the 
CQinmittec had drawn up, in which the 
Itingt while be accepted of my refignation, 
exadled that I fhould continue the func- 
tions of my office until my fucceflbr fhould 
be appointed. The other letter was en- 
tirely from himfelf, full of expreffions of 
Ifiijdnefs, gnd ii^ the true ftyle of Henry 
the Fourth. I would wifli to tranfcribe it 
entirely ; but I valued it too highly to run 
the rifk of lofmg it in my flight; it re- 
mains at Paris, with feveral other letters 
from the king and queen : the box which 
contains them is buried fix feet under 
ground in a gardeq. I hope that this pre- 
cious deppfit will \>Q one day reftored tq 
me, or at leafljhat it will not be loft to my 
children. In the mean time, I muft cout . 
tent myf<slf with only tranfcribing part o^ 
his majefty's letter, which is deeply en^ 
graven in my heart. 

'^ I an^ forry thgit circumftances oblige 
you to give in your refignation : fron^ 
what I have learned, I believe you afted 
wifely J but 1 do not feel the lefs regret. I 

bad 
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liad determined to exert myfelf in fupport- 
Ing you ; but that abfurd man has brought 
things to fuch a pafs . that it feems impoC- 
fible. I hope your fervices will not be al- 
ways loft to me and to the ftate ; I may, one 
day, perhaps, be in a fituation to derive ad- 
vantage from them*," 

The perfon who brought this packet^ 
defired me to go to the king as foon as pof- 
fible. . 

I waited upon his majefty before I had 
recovered the emotion occafioned by his 
letter; and he received me with an air of 
fadnefs, which fo thoroughly overcame me, 
that I burft into tears. He turned away 
^to the window, where he remained fomc 
time filent, to give me time to compofe 
myfelf ; then approaching n^e with a Ipok 
of kindnefs : 

* " Je fui» bien faclie que ks circonftances vous aycftit 
force de donner notre demiflion ; ce que j'apprends idt prouve 
qii'eo effet vous avez prit le bon parti j je n'en ai pas moins 
de regret. J'etois bien refolu a deployer tout Tenergie pcf- 
iible pour vous foutenir ; mais ce diable d'homme a telle- 
intRt tout brouilie qu'on n*y connoit plus rien.—J'efyerc 
que vos fervices ne feront pas perdus pour moi ni pour I'^ttt^ 
€t je comptc bien Ice retr^fuver un jour." 

' . « You 



9+ PRIVATE MEMOIRS. 

*^ You always wiffied/* faid he, " to 
give in your rcfignation oft the 15th of 
this month. Yo|i fhall continue in your 
department, at leaft, till then ; and wc 
muft fee next what can be done. Have 
you feen the Carde des Steaux ?'* 

" No, fire," anfw^red I. 

" I thought he had gone to tell you of 
Narbonne's difmifEom He faid, when he 
parted from me, that he was going to your 
houfe." 

** He probably went diredly," anfwcred 
1, " with your majefty's orders to M. dc 
Narbonne." 

"Not at alV anfwered the king. "I 
fent them by a footman. There, read the 
letter I wrote to him j it is not long." 

The letter^ contained thefe few words : 

" I hereby inform you, fir, that I have 
appointed M. de Grave to the war depart- 
ment J you will therefore give him accefs 
to the papers belonging to your office." 

♦ «« Jc vous previensy monfieur, que je viens dc nQimner 
M. de Graves au department de la guerre ; vous lui remettra 
votre portefeuiUe/' _ • " 

- - * ^* I have 
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*' I iiave not fent you the memorial of the 
affembty/* refttmed the king, " beo^e I 
wi4ied to anfwer it immediatdly. It con- 
tains nothing new, and was> even very ill 
written ; fo that the atnfwer was not dif** 
ficnlt'' 

.. *'Iamforry," faidi, "that your ma- 
jefty ha$ taken fo much trouble, I have 
-been employed in drawing up an anfwef, 
which I iiave brought to fiiew your ma- 
jefty/' 

>* That is much too long," laid the *ing, 
wh^n^he faw four pages 4rf writing, " and 
therefore ufele&. Mine is ten times fhorter. 
^ee if it won't do muqh better/' 

" Perfe<aly well, lire," faid I, after having 
tead it. I would not chaise a word." 

^ I am glad,", anfwered he, *' that you 

approve, ^Go, them, to the Garde des 

Sceaux^ to iuive it copied in his officfe; 

-and after I hsve figned it, ,he will count£ir« 

.fign It, and fend k to dieaileinbly."^ . . 

This anfwer was, in fubftance, as follows : 

** That the king did not find an article of 
accufation, in the memorial addreffed to 

him 
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him againft me^ that had not been incliided 
in the former accufations, which the affem* ' 
biy had rejedled by pafling to the order of 
the day ; and that therefore having norea-*^ 
fan to adopt a diffei^nt opinion of me from 
5vhat the aflembly entertained, he did not 
think proper to \dthdrsiw his confidence 
from me *;^ 

I bad this letter expedited for the afienm 
bIy with all poilible diligenoe^ and it was 
fent at the moment when the unexpedled 
newft was received of M* de Narbonne's 
difmifilon^ Moft unfortunately my refig^ 
nation was not then known, having been 
fent too latfe to be inferted in the newiP- 
papers of that day ; and no more was re* 
quilite to inflame the Briflbtines, the Gi* 
rondifts, and the whole Cote Gaucbt of the 
aflembly. At that very fitting, Briflfot, 
availing himfelf of the prcfent difpofition 
gf the aflembly, made a furious declama* 
don againft M. deLeflarty which produced 

♦«* Appendix, No. VL 

V a decree 
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a decree of accufadon againft that mi^ 
nifter. 

Without giving him time to make his 
defence, or iexamining into the truth of 
any of the accufations fo fuddenly brought 
forth againft him, this unfortunate and 
honeft man was, in confequence of this de^ 
cree, conducted to the national court eila^ 
blifhed at OrleanSt After remaining fix 
months in the prifon of that court, without 
being brought to trial, he was transferred 
to Verfailles, the September following, by 
a detachment from Paris, and there maffa- 
cred with th^ other prifoners, - 

la addition to the king's forrow pn ac- 
count of th6 afflidive events of this day> 
particularly the i^iyuft accufation of M. de 
Leflart, a courier arrived the fame everting 
from Vienna, who by^ought intelligence of 
the death of the emperor Leopold, 

The Chevalier de Graves, now appoint- 
ed minifter of war, took his place in the 
council that day^ His manners, although 
popular, vere not of the oftetxtatipus, c?i- 

YQi- lU H reffing; 
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reffing nature of thofe that ^iftinguifhed 
M. de Narbonne, but his condu£b and 
writings fmcc the revolution, and his at- 
tending the popular affemblies in the dif- 
ferent towns where he happened to be with 
his regiment, made him pafs for a zealous 
conftitutionalift amongft the Jacobins, and 
for an enraged Jacobin amongft the Arifto- 
crates ; therefore his nomination did not 
hurt the king^s popularity* In faA, the 
chevalier was neither a zealous conftitution- 
alift nor a Jacobin ; but he was, what many 
well-meaning people in France were at that 
time, mifled by the attradion of new fyf- 
tems, by perfonal difcontent, or by views of 
ambition* People of this defcription had 
formed a little fyftem of reformation fuit- 
able to their own fancies and fituations j 
and as long as they had hopes that their 
own plans would be adopted, all was well. 
In the progrefs of the revolution, however, 
they became alarmed, and heartily regretted 
that they had ever affifted it in the imalleft 
degree: but being unwilling to ^rettadl, 

■partly 
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pairtlyfrom fhame^ ^ad partly firom fear, 
they yielded to the torrent. 

Whatever were the motives which adu- 
ated M. de Graves, before he caixie into the 
council, he certainly &ewed great attach- 
ment to the king, during his fhort admini-* 
ftration; which would have been ftill 
fhorter, had not his majefly for fome time 
refiifed to accept of his refignation. 

If the royalifls had placed more confi- 
denee in him, he would certainly have 
ferved them as far as was confiftent with 
the timidity of his charadter. 

The king was reduced to the fatal, necet 
fity of forming a new mini|]l:ry at a time 
when he had not the power of appointing a 
iingle individual in whom he could place 
confidence. Senfible of the dangers which 
furrounded him, he now fliewed evident 
anxiety about his fituation. Inftead of the 
contempt and indifference with which he 
had fupported the outrages which he had 
hitherto been expofed to, forrow and con- 
fternation were ftrongly marked on his 
H 2 coun- 
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countenance during that fad council of the 
9th of March, which waft the laft at which 
1 was prefent, and frofti which T retired, 
my heart impreffcd with the d^epeft me- 
lancholy. 
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CHAP. XX. 

if If impertinent letter which I received from 
M. Cayer de Gerville.'—My explanation 
with hipiy and its confequences. — M. La^- 
iofte called to the mini/lry. — IfSs charaEler. 
'^M. Dupdrt de tertre^ Cayer de^ (ieK 
ville^ and Tarbi^ their cbaraBers and 
dijmijffion.' — Dumourier called by Ml de 
L^ffart.'-'Siipplanis him. — Chara&er of 
M.deLeJJart. 

«7E were dl fihcelrely Vexed at tfic dif- 
^^ cree of iiccilfation iflued againft M. 
de Leflart • bilt M. Cayer deGerVille, al- 
;ways carried away by his violent ind fiifc 
picious temper, t&ok it into his head thai I 
was the voluntary caufe of this misfortunitf, 
and thiait I had prevented my difmiifion 
from appearing in the Journal off the 9th 
of March. I did not give myfelf the trou- 
ble %o combat his notion, as I hoped he 
H 3 wotjid 
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wouI4 become fenfible of its injuftice, upoii 
cool refledipn : but I foupd, by the receipt 
of the following note, a few days after, that 
he ftill continijed in t^e f^mc difppfition of 
^nd: 

>* Sir, 

*^ After what has paffed, you ought no 
longer to attend the council ; and 1 give 
you notice, that if you appear there this 
evening, I fliall immediately leave it," 

Xknew him to be very capable of this 
a6t of intemperance, and even of giving in 
his refignation, on this pretext, . with a 
patriotic pftentation, which might have 
injurjBd the ki»g's affairs, This^ poa^ 
fideratio^ hindered me from taking aily 
notice of therudepefs of M.; de Gerville^s 
npte, which, being dialed by a man 
blinded by paffion, did not merit the attciv- 
tipij of a re^fopiable perfon. 

I carried my modwatioii td the length pf 
even gping to his houfe, in prd^r to find 
out if he had not a more reafonaUe motive 
fiM3hi<} Jntemperatp behkVitow than I had 

fuppofed* 
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' fuppofed. My appearance rather furprifed 
him. 

*^ You fcem not to have expeded this 
vifit, fir,'' faid I, flnilingt 

" I acknowledge I did not," anfwercd 
he : " but I had no doubt of your being 
ofiended; and iince you are come, I am 
willing to give you what fatisfadion you 
pleafe." 

** You imagine, perhaps,'* faid I, *^ that 
I atn come with an intention to challenge 
you>" 

** If it be fO|'^ replied he, " I am at your 
commands.'^ 

** Explain to me, in the firft place, fir," 
feid I, « what your motive was for writing 
to me in fuch an imperious ftile," 

" Becaufe I have been informed," replied 
he, " that the anfwer given by the king to 
your letter of refignation, has had avfry 
bad effect, particularly his order for your 
pontihuihg your funi^ions ; and fuch is th^ 
temper of tHe people on that fubjedt, that if 
you were ^gain to appear at the council, I 
H 4 ihould 
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ihould not be furprifed to fee it the caufe of 
an infurredtion." 

" Ydur reafon is very good," faid I : 
*' but you might have given it in two 
Words, without puttitag yourfelf in a paf- 
fion." 

" You know my impetuofity," rejoined 
he, " and alfothat I was extremely out of 
humour at your condudt with regard to 
poor de Leflart. What, in the devil's name, 
could you mean by your unwillingnefs t6 
have your refignation made public it the 
fame time tvith Narbonne's? I forfelaw 
what would be the confequence ; and you 
appeared, at one time, to have come over tp 
our opinion : what could make you change 
your mind ?" 

*• And who told you,*' anfwered I, " that 
I changed my mind ? On the contrary, I 
fent a copy of my refignation to the writer 
cJf the Paris Journal, and defired him to in- 
fert it in his paper. What could I da 
more?" 
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** You certainly were too late in fending 
it," replied he. 

" We went," refumcdl, "from the com- 
mittee at three o'clock, and the journalift 
received my packet before foiin Here is 
his anfwer, informing me that I was too 
late, a3 his Journal was already printed^* 

" You ought," faid he, " to have ftop-- 
ped the publication, and have caufed an*? 
other edition to be printed, with your re* 
fignation." 

" Yes," replied I j *^ but I did not receive 
his anfwer till nine o'clock in the morn- 

mg." ■ . 

*• Ah ! in that cafe I am in the wrong : 
but I advife you not to go this evening to. 
the coimcil." 

" I am of your opinion," I anfwered ; 
** and I anx going to. give the king notice^ 
that he may not be furprifed at my ab- 
fence." 

I accordingly went to the king immedi- 
ately, and gave him an account of what 
had paffed. His majefty approved of my 
oondudl, and obferved, with fome truth, 
S tliat 
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that it was lucky my temper was lefs vio- 
lent than M. Gayer de GervHIe's. 

Lacofte, formerly firft clerk of" the raa- 
,rine in the department of the colonies, and 
afterwards fent, in quality of the king's 
cbmmiffary, to eftablilh the new conftitu- 
tion in the Ifles du Vent, fucceede^ mc 
in the marine department. His difpute 
•v^itli M. de Behague, relative to their rc- 
fpeftive powers, was the caitfe of his being 
recalled into France. His denunciations 
againift that governor, in ^hfe affembly and 
in the club of Jacobins, where he went 
upon his firft arrival, and his low birth, 
gave to his nomination all the popularity 
which the circumftances required. Thi^. 
man, fo violent in his temper, and coarfe 
in his manners, ought never to have been 
raifed from the fphcre in which he had 
before pafled his life, as it was moft cer- 
tainly that in which he feemed beft fitted to 
aft. Like others of his rank, the circum- 
ftance which he moft admired in the revo- 
lution was, that it cleared the way to the 
iirft offices of the ftate to» all, without any 

other 
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other diftindtion.than thofe of talents and 
of TUtue ; two qjualities in which few 
men are fenfibje of a deficiency. ; His at^ 
tachment to the Jacobins, or rather his de- 
(ir^ to preferve their good graces, led him 
into .the indj^cent abfurdity of placixi^a 
pike in his hall^ with a red cap upon, it ; 
but, with all ^that was f/siulty or ridicuIou9 
in his n&anners, Lacofte was, at bottom^ an 
boneft man: he detefted the cruelties of 
the revolutlofi ; he always behaved rcfpeS:- 
luUy to ths Idng, and gare his ma^dky: 
fome proofs jof attachment .which requu-ed 
courage, : 

. The thsii^; mituftera who remaned Uk 
place from the 9th of Miarch^ were M, 
Tarbe, minifter, of finance f Gayer de Ger- 
irille, minrfter- of the hpm^ departmeak| 
and M. Duport du Tertce^ Garde d^s 
S^equx^ who, after the de;cr^ of accuiation 
jBgaiaft M. de L^art, wa^ entrufted with 
thp bufinefs of the foreign department til( 
another minifter fhould be appointed, 

M. Duport du Tertre, whom the revo- 
lution had ndfed from > the fituation of 

clerk, 
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clerk, with a falary of twelve hundrc!(t 
livres, to the firft digtiity iii the kingdom^ 
Was, from the beginning, and with good 
reafon, the zealous partifan of a revolutiori 
which had been fo advantageous to hini; 
M» dc la Fayette, by t*rhofe itiflueiice he had 
been appointed ihiniftfer, and all that part of 
the firft afletnbly which went by the nam^ 
6{ Coti Gauche^ plated great confidence in 
him. Even after the diflblution of that 
aflembly, he continued in intimacy with 
fotoc of the principal perfons who had 
compofed it ; namely, the Lameths, Bar-^ 
nave, and Adrian du Port, who were every 
day at his houfe t he did nothing without 
conftiltitlg theiiii 

''The conftitutioriklifts who fdrmed the C//^ 
Gauche * bi the firft aflembliJr, became th6 
Cote Droit of the fecofad, in which the CSte 
Gducbe was toriipofed of the moft violent 
Jacobihs, wh6 dimed at the overthrow of 
iiionarchy^ conftitutioxtal or not ; and 

* CUi Gauchi and Cote Droit were names given to the 
tW6 parties in the affembly;' the fecond denoting the fup* 
BprUQi of gof ci[9incnt^ the Sxt.iht opppfitiQUir J 

thefe-^ 
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therefore attacked, with equal fury, the 
conflitutional minifters, and thofe whom 
they fufpeded of being attached to the an- 
cient government. On this account M, 
Duport du Tertre had nearly as many ene- 
mies in the affembly as myfelf. He wais 
obliged to give in his refignation a week 
after my retreat, in fpite of all his efibrts to 
fopport the conftitution, to which he was 
more attached by gratitude than by efteem. 
MtSrs. Tarbe and Gayer de Gerville 
were obliged to do the fame, becaufe they' 
had adopted the fatal idea, that a miniftry 
cntkely compofed of Jacobins, was the 
only one which was proper for that pe- 
riod; and they perfuaded the king and 
queen of this. 

My nomination to the marine depart- 
ment had given great uneafinefs to M. Du- 
port du Tertre, who has fince owned tp 
me, that he looked upon me with an evil 
eye for fome time, as he was convinced 
that I had only accepted of the marine dcr 
partment as a ftep to the chancellorfhip. 
But he became one of my moft zealous 

parti- 
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partifans when he found that it was not 
from ambition that I entered adminiffarar 
tionj and, that fo far from defiring the 
place of any of my colleagues, I only 
thought of difengaging myfelf from my 
own as fooQ as I could with honouf. 

Tarbe, formerly a clerk of the finances, 
was an intelligent, adive, laborious, hoQeft 
man, and entirely devoted to the king : he 
might have kept his place in adminiftra- 
tion, with the confent of all parties, ias he 
had never taken a ftep, or uttered an ex- 
preflion which could poffibly give offence 
to any one« He had no great talents for 
fpeaking, and drew up papers but indiffisi^ 
ently j but he was mild, modeft, and po«- 
lite. He feemed much mor« impreffed 
with the recolledion of what he had been^ 
than elated by the fituatioti he had xifen 
to, and was no way anxious to impreik 
others with the idea pf his own importance. 
Entirely o(5cupied with the duties of his 
oflBice, which he was thought to be more 
capable of difcharging than any other, it 
would bat'c been fortunate that h^ had 
6 con^ 
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continued m office; becaufe, in fo doing, 
he would hav^rendered the king the effen- 
tjal fervice of keeping out Claviere, who 
afterwards proved one of the moft wicked 
and dangerous men of the revolution. 

Cayer de Gervilte was in his heart a re*- 
publican; he detefted and defpifed kings; 
knd equally abhorred priefls of all deno- 
minationS) whom he accufed of having, in 
all ages, been the apoftles of falfehood, the 
propagators of fanaticifm, and the pro- 
moters of civil wars and perfecution, 

" I wifh from my foul,'* faid he one 
day to us, coming out of the council, 
" that I could hold betwixt niy finger and 
thumb that curfed race of Vermin, and an- 
nihilate them With one crack." 

Notwithftanding this ftrange fpecch, he 
riiewed no propenfity to cruelty in his 
anions : but he might really be confidered 
as a very hot-headed man. In his opinion, 
the conftitution had one very great fault } 
namely, that it retained fomethlng of 
monarchy ; but, as he had fworn to ob- 

ferve 
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ferve it, he .was fcrupuloufly faithful to hjs 

oath. 

He was a member of the municipdity 
of Paris; and the exercife of municipal 
fovereignty over-heated his naturally ar- 
dent brain: the people was his inceflant 
theme ; and he declaimed, with peculiar 
violence and volubility, againft ariftocracy, 
nobility, emigration, and priefts. He faw 
every where, but particularly at court, 
treafons, plots, confpiracies : in a word, h? 
pofleffed all the charafteriftics of a fterpi 
republican ; and, in this quality,, enjoyed 
great popularity. 

Soon after he entered th? miniftry, h? 
did juftice to the king's good qualities ; and 
became fo fenfible of that prince's probity, 
the re£litude of his intentions, his mode- 
ration, and humanity, that he almoft for- 
gave him for being a king. The only fault 
he found in him, was his attachment tQ 
,the Catholic faith, and to non-conftitu- 
tional priefts. But Cayer de Gerville'? 
opinion of the queen w^s far from being iq 

advan- 
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advantageous; he looked upon her as sL 
haughty, perfidious, and wicked woman, 
who thought of nothing but of te-efta- 
blifhing defpotifm; and his idea of her 
majeftj Ws fuch, that when the xnini^ . 
fterial , committee was hfeld in thfe pa^ 
lace, he never Would (peak with fireedom^ 
from a notion that thfe queen, or lome of 
her fpies, Kftened at the door, 6r behind 
the wairifcot : the fmalleft noife T^as fuffi- 
cient to confirm him in his fufpicions, and 
prevent his uttering another fyllable du- 
ring the whole time of the committiee. 

He was one day extremely oflfended by 
an anfwer which the king inattentively 
made him in the old regal flyle, which 
Was now exploded. M. Cayer de Gerville - 
had fpontaneoufly undertaken a very labo- , 
rious piece of bufmcffe, merely in the view 
of being ufeful to his majefty. After the 
council, he came and gave an account of 
it : on which the king faid, ^^ I permit yott^ 
Jir^ to pirefent ydur memorial to me.*' 

The minifler was fo much fliocked with 
this aniwcr, that he took up his pocket-^ 

VOL. II. I boolc, 
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book, and .abruptly left the king, without 
feyriag a fxngle word. He c^me ia»ffiedi- 
atel^ tq.pppr forth hia bad l^umour 19 the 
qororaitteg j -aod, softer tjBlling hia<;olleagu«» 
whft had juft paffed, he continuci^ to re- 
p^s^ yrijth in4ign^tiQa; ^> I ptrmii^ you fOt 
rcnd^ 9fe^ m ^Jfniial Jerviee } q fkofsmk 
mftmcr indeed if tboMking a num,^ , ^ % 
had bad the. mauorml in my^ bcmds^ I would 
bave, thrown it ifHo ibc fire. . Howwaty, be 
^qll ntverfct tycs on it.^^ 

The ininifter's infolence had oot efcaped 
the king; hut he- was forced to bear. with 
(his, as with the othei: oxarks of. diirefpe£t 
which he daily receiv^. Two days after, 
bia roajefty defired C^yer de GerviUc.to 
' brin^ \^xxi the memorial : he did this in 
fuch an obli^g accent and manner, as en« 
tirely to overcome the minifter'? anger. 
He immediately brought; the memorial^ 
and the king was ^gam. reinftaljed. in bijf 
good graces. ;<:... ^ . v 

Upyon another occafion^ h? treated Ma- 
dame J^Uzabeth with great t^^Wpi?*.. iTbis 
virtuous princefsy^whofe l^fe wa&^d^xlicat^ 

^s to 
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to piety Afid be»ev<^noe, had coatliiual 
appUoaidom from the tinfoi^ucLatd. An 
\inha{:qpy nun had been i^articularly recom<« 
mended to lier protediion ; ihe defired to 
feeCay^r de Oerville before he went tothe 
eouQcll, ftA^n<Kng to fpeak to him in firour 
6f the hiia. HM Waitod upon the princefs ; 
but, before £h^ had finiflied what ihe had 
to fay, interrupting hit abkiptly, he faidy 
^ It is aftonJfhing, madam, that you fet fo 
little value upon the time of a minifter, as 
to make Mm lofe half an hour in hearing 
the hlft'ory of a riun : I haTC other bufl- 
nefs^ on niy hands than the affairs of nuns ; 
and you wiH forgivd me, madam, when I 
fell you frankly, that I feall givfe myfelf aft 
little trouble about this one as about othefrs^. 

The mild princfefs, 'jfe^rhofe ears had never 
been wounded by fo harfh an expoftulation. 
Was ib much Ihoiked and confounded, that 
ihe fuffered the minifter to leave the apart- 
ment without attetrtpting to reply. 

Cayer de Gerville, finding thit the po- 
pularity of the miniftry daily decreafed, 
faw no other means of retaining the little 

J 2 he 
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he ftill pofleffed perfonally, but that of giV-i 
ing in his refignation; His retreat was foU 
lowed by that of the Garde dts Sceaux^ who^ 
having been chiefly fuppoited by Cayer de 
Gendlie's friendihip and popularity, did not 
ehoofe to remain alone expofed to the at« 
tacks of his enemies, whpie number every 
day augmented. He therefore aimounced, 
that he would give in his refignation as 
foon as the accufation againft him was (sx-^ 
amined into. ' 

This determination, which his friends 
took care to fpread, accelerated the bring-i 
ing of this bufinefs before the aifembly; 
the accufation was rejefted, wh;ch, as his 
enemies obferved, was rearing a golden 
bridge for his efcape. 

A month after he was elefted, by a great 
majority of votes, Accu/ateur Public of 
the criminal tribunal, in place of Robe* 
fpierre, who refigncd the oflSce wi^out 
having ever fulfilled its fundions. The 
condudk of this monfter has but too well 
ftiewn, that humanity was not his motive^ 
the power of accufing was no fatisfadtion, 
5 unlefa 
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wakfe he had alfo the power of deftroying 
hU ndtimst 

Meffrs, Duport du Tertre, TarbeV and 
Cayer de Gerville, all gave in their refig-^ 
nations between the 15th and 2Qth of 
March, 

The new miniftiy was compofed of Mf 
Duranthon for the department of juftice, 
M. de Graves for that of war, De la Cofte 
for the niarine, de Claviere for that of the 
finances, and Dumourier for foreign af* 
£airs. The laft, a month before his nopii^ 
nation, was at Niort, where he had been 
forced to take refuge from his creditors. M, 
de Leflart being informed that he was the 
intimate friend of Gtepfonnc, imagined that 
Dumourier'sgood offices might be pf fervicQ 
to him with this deputy, who was a mem*- 
ber of the diplomatic comnlittee, and one 
of M, de Leffart's - moft inveterjite peyfc* 
cutors; In this hope, he wrote 9 miniile-^ 
riallettcr to Dumourier, who had long fo- 
Kcited an employment in the diplomatic 
line, and defired^ him to come immedi?,tejiy 
tp Paris, where he would be informed of 

i^ tbQ 
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the king^s intentions ; and, at the (ame 
timcjfent fix thoufand livrep to enable hiisa 
to clear off the debts which he might bay? 
contra<Sed in Poitovi. 

DumouFier haftened to Paris, not doubt- 
ing but the fituation of minifter plenipQ* 
tentiary, at leaftj was intended for him. 
Upon his arrival, h^ flew to M. de LeiTart, 
•The minifter told him, that nothing wda 
yet decided ; but that a change would foon 
take place in the diplomatic body ; and, as. 
he intended to propofe him to the king, 
for one of the places^ which was to bcNva* 
cated, he wifhed to have fdme converfation 
with him firft, that he might be abk to 
judge ih what fituation his fetvices would 
be moft uf(?ful. M. de Lefiart then fpoka 
to him of the feppofition he experienced in 
the affembiy from fome of the principal de-» 
puties. At the name of Genfonne, Du^ 
mourier interrupted the mimfter. 

** As for him," faid he, ^* he is my inti-*' 
mate friend, and entirely at my difpofal ; 
I hot only take in hand to put an end to 
his attacks againft you^ but even to bring 

him . 



lath^to recmire ymr comMktids^th^m»^ 
inorhiiig, if yoir piearfe.** •• ^ ' ') 

M. de LeflSirt readily agreed to this pro- 
pofal. Accordingly Gt^nfonUe atc06ipankld 
JDumourier next day ; expre(&d mucli r«x 
gret at having mifundefftodd tlie n&^ifl'^'t 
intentions, which had led him to 'opp&£t 
his meafores ; and, it length, promifed ea- • 
tirely to change his cohduft. 

M. de Leflart waS very well fatlfefie^ 
with this interview ; cotoceived great hqpes 
of benefit from it, and exulted in th€ ludfcy 
idea which had druck him of caHing Du- 
mourier to tarie. The general' wad ridt 
long of perceiving this, and did not fail th 
avail himfelf of it, with his ufual addreftf. 
On his third vifit to the minifter, he eif- 
prefied a fear of being arrefted by hU cre- 
ditors if he ren^ined Ipnger in Pari«a 
There was no means of retaining him, but 
by paying hi« debts, which were pretty 
coniiderable ; an4 th^tf neceffary fiim was 
taken from the .fund of fecret expenccs, 
which Was at -the minifter's difpofal. 

.14 Some 
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Some days after, Grenfonn^ and the other 
friepds which Ditmourier had in the afr 
femhly, gave him to undcrl]fand that it 
would be an eaficr matter for htm to fuc- 
ceed M. de Leflart tjian to fupport him ; 
and, in this inftance, as in many others, 
ambition triumphed over gratitude; . 

M. de Leffart's talents, without being 
ftriking, were greatly above mediocrity; 
lie I^ad a penetrating and jufl v^nderftand- 
ing, and an upri^t^mind, notwithftandijig 
his ambition, which fometimes mifled 
him. Perhaps he would have had energy 
of charader, had he enjoyed a better ftate 
of health ; for he was capable of adopting 
vigorous meafurcs ; bu^:, unlcfs they were 
put in execution immediately, a nervous 
attack, to which he ^^as extremely fubje^, 
was fufficient to get the better of them. 

He had long been the friend, the favour- 
ite, and admirer of M» Necker: he ac- 
knowledged, however, and bitterly lamented 
^e fauhs of that minifter's lafl adminiftfa- 
tion ; but thofe very faults appeared in the 
f yes of friendlhip the errors of virtue. 

' . *?M.Necker,'' 
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•* M. Nccker," laid he, " docs not know 
mankind ; and hi& great miftake is in judg^ 
ing of the hearts of others by his own/* 

M. de Lefllirt was neither a republican, 
nor a conftitutionalift, but fincerely at- 
tached to the king, whofe virtues he fe- 
vered ; and, to the laft moment, he gave 
his majefty every mark of zeal and fidelity 
that was in his power. He may be re- 
proached, like all who compofed the mir 
niftry at that time, with having continued 
to difcharge the fundions of his depart- 
ment after the king's departure, for Va- 
rennes, and during his captivity. But it is 
prefumable, that his majefly was iatisfied 
with the motives which had induced the 
minifters to that condud, though contrary 
to the orders he had left at his departure ; 
becaufe he reftored them all to his confi- 
dence afterwards, and was very nrnch af- 
feded on account of the decree of accuf^T 
tion iflued againft M. de Leflirt 
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CHAP. XXL 

The account of my adminijiratlon given in to 
the affembly. — It is printed y and diftri^ 
luted dver the kingdom* — Difcontent of 
the Jacobins. 

My firft ca^e, on retiring from the xmm^ 
ftry, was tto get ready the account of 
my admimftration, which the aflembly had 
a right to exad, and which the conftitvh 
tioh allowed a month to prepare. 

I wa$ eameftly folicitbus to fhew, by aQ 
ai^entic a£):, and in a manner which 
would no way commit the king, all the err-* 
ors of the new conftitution, and the evils 
. which arofe from them in the department 
entrufted to me ; therefore, far from taking 
advantage of the delay which the conftitu-* 
tion granted, I jaid my account before the 
aflembly on the 28th of March, thirteen 
days /after my refignation. I added to thisx 
account an extrad of the verbal procefles of • 
6. the 
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the principal infurre£fcion& and mutinies 
which had taken place in the fea-ports, and 
on board the veffels, none, of which had 
been puniftied. I fubj6ined copies of the let- 
ters which I received from navy officers, con^ 
taining their motives of refignation. I regard- 
ed this fupplemcntus a neceffary and proper 
refutation of the calumnies which -were 
fpread againft the marine body, accufed of 
ariftocracy, and of favouring defpotifm. I 
fupprefled the fignatures, that no indivi- 
dual might be brought into danger. Six > 
thoufand copies were immediately printed, 
and one fent to every member of the af^ 
fembly j 'a certain number to all the differ^ 
ent departmients, and to the principal muni- 
cipalities of the kingdom. The remainder 
was diftributed in Paris. 

In this publication, I laid open, without 
referye, the fatal confequences of the unre-^ 
ftrained power arrogated by the clubs. The 
Jacobins were the more violently irritated 
as I brought fuch inconteftible proofs of 
every circumftance, that the truth could not 
be dpubtipd, This publication was not ne- 
ceffary 
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ceflary to draw upon mc the animadverfien 
of the Jacobins, whofe anger I. had long 
before incurred ; and I Ihould certainly 
have felt the effefts of their rage, if tfic 
marine committee had been able to dit 
coyer the leaft errpr in my calculations ;, 
but luckily they were equally exad: with 
xay narrative. I fhall here give this me- 
morial, pot only as being the moll import- 
ant aft of my miniftry, but as it is alfo 
the only piece of the kin^ which has been 
publifhe4t 

AJiatetntnt^ addreffedto the national ajfcmbly 
by M. de Birtrandde Moleville^ late mini- 
Jlerof the marine y on the 2ytb of March 
1792. 

" I might limit myfelf, by prefenting to 
the national affenpibjy an account of thofe 
particulars only which they have the right 
of exacting from me ; but I have refolved 
to lay before them all the particulars of my 
^ondudt, and the motives of my adions, 
during the whole time that I was cntrufted 
with the Q^ariiie depa^rtmeat. 
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** The expenditure of money, which is 
generally the principal objeft of refponfibi- 
lity, was, I muft fay, during my admini-. 
ftration, the circumftance of fmalleft im- 
portance ; I fhall therefore, in this memo- 
rial, give what regards accounts feparately^ 
Thofe of a minifter of marine are extremely 
limple^ becaufe he does not direct the ex- 
penditure at the ports ^ he is only refpon- 
fible for the contrads which he makes per- 
fonally, or for thofe which he agrees to. 
He muft likewife account for all expences 
which be anthorizes to be made, and for the" 
quarterly diftributidn of the funds. The 
adminiftrators who refide in the ports, in' 
the fleet, and in the colonies, are reffpon- 
fible that the funds which they are entruft- 
ed with fliall be exadlly diftributre^. I here' 
ky before you the accounts which I hive 
fettled, and thofe of the contrafts which f 
have concluded. All are conformable to 
the eftimate which was fixed, according to 
tihe ordinary and extraordinary valuations 
af the different articles, and of the funds 
which were affigned. I have not only 

never 
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never exceeded the eftimate, but, on the 
contrary, have expended \c& than I wa» 
authenaEed to do, upon all thofe articles on 
which a faring could be made. At a time 
when the difpofition of the maritime powers 
could give us no uneafinefs, andjwhen the 
demands of the war department were im- 
menfe, this meafijre, which was prompted 
htythe pureft patriotifm, and approved of by 
the king, produced, during the five months 
I was in oiEce, an important faving. 

^^ I fhall fay no more upon a fubje^ 
which can fo eafily be verified by an exa« 
njgkqation of the fa£fc6. I come now to the 
i»pft eflential parts of my adminiftratipa j 
Siod this (hall form the laft anfwer I Ihali 
ip^ke to the reproaches which have b$en 
thrown out againfi; me j for having now 
acquired the right to fpeak the whd? truth, 
Ii {hallj conceal nothing. 

" From the moment I watered into ad^ 
Qiinillration, aAd during the fhort time 
which J continued in it, I have feen the 
fourcf s of the wealth of the nation draioe^l^ 
<^rprincip^ colony laid wafte, the others 
. ^ in 
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pi a ftate of (^fcont^nt or infarredioq, our 

^ d^cksj ^r^enals, and ftjippipg pwl^alH 
ing t)^e fiightfiil appearance of W4|it oi^ dif* 
,ci{4ia€| of anarchy, and f:<^t;f mp^ <^ th^ 

t*- Tbe ^)il^ of thaf^ cvUf wa$r koownm 
allj ^ Thofe who oug^ t;q pbey, had dared 
%^ i\^^\^^h ^d thofe who ought to com-p 
mskA^ vf^e deprived of a}} amhe»,^yi and 
were loaded witb mfults wit^ imimnity# 
I fay with impurity, hwmk tbfVe is tia 
example oS any one having been p\ml^i 
oa aqocwot oi? ihe iafunre^iow in the 8«tf 
pr in thdharhour$» or lor tbe mutinies'eji^ 
dted ag^i the naval officers. Tkis^THll 
be proved, to your convifiaon, by the papcis 
iRrblch are annexed to my accounti ; and^^ou 
vitJi find that tJbe moft lawful a^a of autho- 
rity^ we» tonfidered as infultd by thofe 
who had fuddenJy pafied froim a ftate qf 
l^^ffary fi^bje£tioa to one of ^etitlre tQ^ 
dependance. The ••dtubai which are wr- 
porationa qf a kind much mox^ powerful 
than ibofe if?hieh the Qost^lmtiim ^WVhfdt 

have 
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have exercifed) in all our harbours, sl fatal 
influence w^ich none of the ccHtiftituted an** 
diorities can refill ; for the workmen whg 
receive daily pay, the clerks, the fuper- 
intendents^ and the fubordinate officers, in-* 
ftead of being entirely occupied by their 
bufinefs, have ceafed to bbey the govern- ' 
ment which employed fhem, and have be-* 
come dangerous inflruments of feditioh; 
What muft be the confequence, when fuch 
perfons are at once converted into reform- 
crs, political orators, and ^enfuters of the 
adminiilration ? What m^uft become of 
public authority, when each individual ex- 
ercifcs it ? How are orders to be iflued^ 
wheii the inferiors profcribe, infult, and put 
to flight their fupefriors ? 

" All thefe fads are of fuch public no- 
toriety, that I have no fear of beiitg accufed 
of exaggerating them. I ihall add to the* 
papers which prove the truth of this me- 
morial, fome of lefTer note, becaufe it is my 
duty to conceal nothing. 

** It will not be forgotteii, that between 
.the two remarkable revolts againflthe prin- 
cipal 
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cijial oflftsPFRi feetwwp tk9 peylo^ At vWch 
M* d'AllMit WM mfitlt«4> sni yrhim M^ it 
k JaiUc waji Impiifotted^ at tibiei anWld of 
the Leopard at IBreft, a nary d^k^ ivh» 
was thea procunuv of th? municipality, 
prcoiouiiced a public diieomfe, ixn ^tch 
lie hafel)! caluranilted and menaced Hkq 
wliolf nsLTy^ which was thecr entire, noiie 
of the ofiicors havmg at tliat time abaiii* 
doned the fervice^ Ihls fcand^ous i^eech 
^ff2fi d^nquQced in the cpnftituent aflem- 
tiy, hut th? wan who pranQ^nqe4 Ul fee^ 
came afterwafds a member of the legiflativei 
IfQdy I and in th^ beginning of laft Ijecem- 
b«r hf wrote to tfec mijnicip^ity: of Breft 
in thefe terms, on mentioning me : 
- " • We wait for the impoftbr without 
fi^ar<i You did well to acc^fc a^d denounce 
him. . • . You will foon fee how we (hatt 
treat Mm, . , , We defpife the Marignys 

and BertrandC 5cQ. 8jg, ^ 

Hie 

^ T)kk l«ktft wAt CDnmuoicated by the iftttnywpalfey ol^ 
'Breft to M. de Marignyy who informed mc of it ; and I re- 
ceived likewifey al the &me time, two C(^ie8of it. I have 
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•^ It is this man * who, after fuch a let- 
ter, has not hefitated to become the reporter 
of thefe denunciations, which he himfelf 
encouraged and procured* 
. ** In entering into the miniftry, I found 
die navy in this wretched condition. The 
patience of the officers was exhaufted, but ' 
they continued brave, zealous, and patri-p 
otic. What ought I to do ? Was it proper 
for the king's minifter to increafe the dit* 

been reproached for not mentioning this (i) : but how is It 
{foifible to miftake the motive of my filenee ? Being com- 
pletely convinced that the acculations againft me were un* 
founded^ I naturally wifhed that the reporter fliould be a 
perfo^ whom no one could fufpedl of being too favourable 
to the* Such was my wifh. Was it not accompfifhed even 
beyond my hopes? / 

* ThiB violent patriotf whofe name was Cavelier, came 
fecretly to London in the year 17949 with the defign of ob« 
taining money firom the Englifh government, ofFering to 
have the port of Brcft burnt, or delivered up to the £ng* 
liih. I was infonned of his Arrival and of his intention, and 
gave immediate notice of it to Mr.Win^am, who ex- 
prefled the fame horror which I had felt at this intimatioif.r 
I affnred him'of the infamous charadker'of this fellow, upon 
whom no dependence could be put ; the confequence of 
whi^ wasy that Cavelier was ordered to quit the kmgdoxn. 

(i) r«fc Appendix, No. VIK 

fatis^ 
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fatisfaCtion^ by encouraging informations, 
calumnies^ and infutredions ? Was it his 
duty to obey the infurgents in the fea-portsi 
or to coiiforni himfelf to the fpirit and let« 
ter of the conftitution, and to endeavour to 
te-eftablifh order and difcipline, by putting 
the laws in execution againft all who in-^ 
fringed them t This is what I have done j 
and thofe who reproached me with break* 
in^ the laws, by granting furloughs, have 
forgotten that I have juftified each by the 
very words of thofe laws ; and the three 
which were thought moft repreheniible^ were 
found, on examination, to be as conform* 
able to the laws as the refti In fa£t, there is 
no example of a knight of Malta being re« 
fufedi in time of peace, leave of abfence t« 
execute the fervide of his order, becaufe the 
cruifing of Maltefe veffels in the Mediter- 
ranean was found of ufe to our trade ia 
that fea j and M, de Nieul, infpedor of the 
marines, never having been employed fince 
the year 1789, and it not being pofJGible to 
employ him till the new organization of the 
army had taken place, he had no occafion for 
K 2 a writtea 



hfi wiaa ia the fxm»ti^» of 4I1 im^mpjojwil gg<t 
fieral officer, tki^ff&^e the l<3ft«re K^ 9h£^m% 
which I ^?e hi» was n^thfij «>?qB>Ajt^ P9? 
i8?ritten wHb ^U tfeg Iqns^, ^4 ^ji$ prfy yg^ 
5iiefte4 ^y Wm to | f^igh; JtwiF wfee«t 
ks wafi) in ca£? pf my Haylog f|C(gii^)|a D^ 
Iranfmit the fcing'a orders to h|fp^ , 

^^ I have Hkiswifts h/sep ^tprP^sb^ ^^r 
not having infornird lJi>« )fi|[lfl^4^bp4y ef 
the diibrdeftd and abfia4oRqd ftate «l V^h 
the harhour of Breft iras ; and wi^ ti»Vr 
ing wiitten to the editor of tbfi ^mteHW$ 
en the I4tfa c£ Noyemfoer, that .qo /nuarAl 
officer had quitted his poft. It was, »wi£h« 
out doubty forgotten t}iat my letter vas an 
an^er Co the editor, vrh^ had madfi 9. i&^ 
allegation in hi€ paper. He had ftatxd, in 
the preceding number, that I had r^uefied 
io be heard in the affemUy, to mention thiS 
new meafures which the king bad ^A&^d^ 
relative to the defer tion of die Oigleera in 
tay department. I anfwered, a3 I ou^t, 
that I had not accufed the navlal officers <^ 
any hew emigration, becaufe the fefi: ivAs^ 

that 
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jAat fittofe niybeiilg in admfiniftniCiott, not 
due of them, bad quitted his pod. And i£ 
tk« BXxihbt of the cfbfervations addrelFed to 
tkektfig, u|>on mycondnd^ bad taken the 
tfotrbie to Idok over the papers 'virhich were 
fktait±td to the report ciif tK& navil dOffi^ 
fiiitteay hi ^i^oirld harre founds in p^ ft(?, 
fifi ^tra^ of thexeview of the ift ofOdta^ 
ber, and in the laft page, an extras 6f that 
tif the ioth of November, in both of irMch 
tha fftobrber of offiter? abfent i^ntfacrtit IrAvt 
i9aft ilatddtfo be two hundred and fevent^ 
Ofie. He moft then bsre be^ir cGminoed 
fRifi I Wds Stilly dathorif^d to ifllert^ vpok 
fhd 1401 of I^6vfeihber, «hat finctf my ift^ 
m&t«f hl(6 i&^tMtAih>hi ^ n^vtil olicpr 
hifcd qnittifd his j^. H6 Ai%%t hstd re^ 
lilfcnfiWrfed,' f k« oAe of the firft ^fts of My 
ifdMiSlfff^ii ^a$ td i^o|)6f^ to ffie k}fi^ 
to recall all abfent officers, by a letter ad- 
drefibd to the eommafidants of the iea-» 
poh»^ beginning with thtfe wofd* : 

^ t dih infofrnid^ fit^ iBdi the emU 
grations among the naval i^cen increqfe 
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** If he had recollected this letter, of 
*which the national aflembly were informedy 
and which was printed in the public newf^ 
papers, he muft, without doubt, have per** 
ceived, that the reproach of having coa* 
cealed the emigration of the naval ofEcers 
was too p3Jp?ibly unjuft, even to have been 
prpiiounced againft me hj the legiflnuve 
1)ody*. 

*^ I flattered myfelf, that by checking all 
^ifturbances, by puniihing all difobedience 
of orders, and by preventing thofe zGts of 
nriolence, which made the prefence of the « 
naval p3icers jin the fea-ports dangerous to 
themfelvc^, ai^d ufelefs for thefervice, that 
I ihould at length enable them to do their 
duty with the fajme firmneft, with which, 
for two years, they had endured the re-p 
proaches, the fufpicions, ^nd threats vfitii 

* Thcfe arc not tlie only miftakcs which the author of the 
observations addrefled to the king Mas Men into. He %c* 
cufcs me of having granted permffiom of abfenctj akhoujl^mf 
fredecc[for had pofitively fujpended them on the 15/i of AugtJi* 
But the faft is exadly the reverfe ; for in one month from 
the 15th of Auguft, my predcceffpr granted leave of ab* 
fence, or ja prolongation of abfence, to twenty-two G%ei«. 

which 
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^hich they were loaded. I was thoroughly 
fenfible of the difficulties of. fuch an undiarr 
taking, but I was not to be difconcerted.bj- 
pCTfonal abufe or by fecret plots. Thefe 
attacks I confidcred as honourable proofs 
of my zeal for the public fervice: but ray 
courage and my exertions were ineffc^tud ; 
fori could only afl: by the power of go* 
vemmenti and accor^ng to the law. But 
government was no longer refpefted, and 
the laws were violated with impunity j it 
was therefore impoffible for me to attack a 
fingle^dwfe, without exciting outcries and 
accufations which wer^ always 'ftrongly 
ftipported. The firft impreffion is ever 
againft the accufed, efpecially when he isai 
minifter; and in thefe wretched times, no 
man can be a minifter without bemg Ini 
ftantiy fufpeded of error, of wilful wrong, 
and of want of patriotifm, 

♦* In vain I invoked the vengeance of the 
lawsagjunft thofe who attacked and wounded 
M. 4e la Jaille. All Breft knew thofe who 
committed this outrage, which was p6rpe* 
trated at mid-day, in the prefcQce of a thfiu- 
IC4 firnd 
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^4yritXLt0». Thfeprooeediiigsagiiiiftthr 
•cdtaitiudg ibuKukmsnced^ and dedrfee^ iv^n^ 
fi£kd I hot the f stacution of thofe dfictfiei 
jft^ fufp.ao(d6d. . The vil^iina wore prota^ 
fii bjr powerful demagogues, who terri^ 
^ed aad controuled the minUhsrs. ^ 

^^ I xtte«ipted to fuppre& the iofolea^Ct 
4i6)rd^r| and want of fubordio^tif^p^ wfiich 
reined in our arfenaUi but every effort 
pra^ i^efieiflual ; for tl^ fadiqus i^irlt of 
|iarty and liqentioufnefs atmihilates* al] 
jiuthority. All ceconomy and regularitji 
\^ i|t an ^d ; and the lofs of tiup^» ^axid ths 
wafte of materials, may be computed at / 
feveral. millions, from the impoflibility of 
punifhingtor difmiffing thpfe workmen, 
pY^erfeers, fubprdinate olicers, and clerks^ 
who were turbulent orators, and, wjio were^ 
prpteded by the clubs. 

" In the fhlppingj the confufioh wa$ of a 
different kind, but equally i.mpoffible U^^e 
icflfiedied. 

f^ A n^ form of trial has been eftabliihed 

c ' . * ' .... , * . 

f(ff, thpft ^ho commit offences on board 
a iWpt .This form will, perhaps, gn* 
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fffkr Ter^ #dlt in ofhet times, wlieni^ht U 
mdre gebdtaliy diffufed^ and ^hta the &ae 
])iitaiai^es of a free donfthildda we fdn^ 
lialtly kisayrti bf illL But ejE{]ied«no€ hm 
d^tnotiftiited, ttett^ t^i« tb« tt^ni:i <fi^ 
iticn are ftew to libmy^ a»d confe^utitRl^ 
imktt m dllliiiguilli it fi«8i lid^^iOhir^ 
kMaMtak )vff tvill ts«t fu(i^cid Ift fM 
manner expeded by l^ tf dfiiMbMC hil^iii' 
My* Th€ &p^dht, %^«li b id4Md to 
1k\» m»atsk{iAi «t»itakilng tntui^ titc4fl«^ 
of jorifti, WUl.l0ft«« fi& <l6«bt1i]^il ^1 tuSk I 
** W6 Beed jitek »& t>tk«f cM^ lb# iiiii;iii^ 
tMl offi£gN iibitiid«tiirig t!li« ftf«ilc& ^JRoA 
who hanrd fent iH l&dr vifig6^i% iUfil 
^M i^lHtan 16 F^Mieej haV« idligdi fiiil 
other md!$f«li ih &i&ii\e»!mtomti tdpiiA 
df ^rhicti I^i^ k iA^ Sttty to hf hdon 
1^ tamSXii^ kWemhif* {« ii^petfa b^ thd 
ftfitfiiUHitf DM^itefied i& thdfe lettiSy^ thaC 
thtire to not fotie offieef Wh« i6 tidt re&d^ t4y 
ih«d the laft dr6p of hi» ble^d foir 1^ 
eo&nttf^, If %% did ti6t ^iii tft^ toil (^ hi^ 
IkOtttney&fit etttid«Aed With &«h«fni^ 8$ 
Ac Pr^ieh €ag. - • . ^ . ^* 

*»Th« 
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" The legiflativc body will diflipate tbis 
trell grotmded apprehenfion, by taking im« 
ilicdiate and effedual meafures to eftabliih 
i^rder, difcipliney and fubmiffion to the 
^^ws: this is the only means of faving thie 
French navy from the deftrudion . with 
jvjhich it is threatened, and of preventing 
Hm epoch of its new. formation being that 
c^ its total diflblution. 
. ;^* la. the merchant fervice, there will.be 
^und all that can be efieded by zeal and 
p^ioti^i bitf, unfortunately, it is only 
h^iff^i labour and long e99>erience, that 
^ talents requifite in the different rank$ 
f§a be acqjuked* Tourville and DOguai^ 
^fiuiiji yrfiVjf npt the work, of. a 4ay j they 
y?cre formed by.dangers and battles^ 
. . ^ Pu; let us fuppofe, that the merchant 
iGsryice w^s able to furnifh the ftati; with 
|i fQJH.cient number of able officers, without 
obftruding commerce and endangering the 
iafety of the merchant fliips* Hpw arc 
thefe new officers to be obeyed, if the af- 
^Ijly dpes not adopt the neceflary means 
to reprefs mutiny?^ How can the com^ 
► ; manders^ 
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manders, whoever they ate, be refponfaUe, 
in this profeffiop, if there is not the moft 
immediate irriplicit obedience? The flighteft 
hefitation in executing an order, or la 
obeying a fignal, may be fuffident to en^ 
danger the fafety of tht ftate ! It is un- 
neceffary for me to obferve, that the firft 
meafure to be taken is, to fupprefs, in all 
the fea-poit towns, tliofe deliberating cct- 
poratlons, which were profcribed by the 
conftituent affembly, which have had the 
power of annihilating ^l that confidence; 
refpea, and fubmiffion, which sure due from 
the inferior towards the fuperior officers. 

«» I fhall not enlarge upon the fhare I 
have had in the government of the colonies. 
The affembly already know the dif- 
afters which have taken place there, and 
the melancholy confequences which have 
fc^lowed. . Both at St Domingo, and at 
Martimco, as in France, all the evils have 
aailen from the diforganiiadon of ^ gb« 
vemment, from the audacity of fadtious 
4lifn^ and fVpm Infurrfs^ons being un- 

puni(Ked, 
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piinilhedj I hare 6:»a:<6d mjidfi by ittA*^ 
ifig rq^ted demands and tomplainti to. 
^ibl^mbly, even to imporfttnity^ t6 hart^ 
the ffiisfertuoes of the cdeni^ remedied ^ 
and I hard ki ledft the confoktioh 6i 
kfkovflTtgy that they were tiiit owing t(>, 
Jftfi ' '• . 

" Laftty) thc*c i$ aiiotber tratb^ wlutb i^ 
lapprtidA^ tHoiigh Iktie knowni th'M I; 
iwght to atteft and publifh. During the . 
£v« ^dmha and i half m l^hfeh I have 
been id the miif^ifttyi I hafe nevef feen the- 
king vary one moment from lus fideHty ta 
the priiicii^ of the conCUtution. I ihali 
Hientiony in iuppert c^ this aflertioni a h,€t 
which recently occurred, and which mader 
fp great an impr^ffioA upon miy etittejaguasi' 
Ibat they oannet havef forgotten it^ 

^ Tcrwaards ^end 6f laft indnth^ a verf 
ddicaite and imj^l^rtstilt cffidr Was breugM 
befoafe.the connaiL There were two wsy£ 
o£ adiftg i the one would dctafion a vdiy; 
qojafiddlaMe imieiie of the pdwer of thor 
QFOW% witboiQf ie;sciCiog uiy diie^ntentir 

.; • : becaufe 
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ib^e^ it was ^ffC^Mfi to the general vpOu 
Jhe «)lfeer va« ihp w»y mpre w^dly i^jir 
fi9rin#H^ to the lett^ »nd ^irit 0f the po^ 
fthutiea' T^e Ipng, -w^hout w^ti^g fq: 
the 9dv|fe of his minifter^t 4id npt }|e|j*> 
lti$e » moi^e^t In deciding for the )^frs 
aiad he fignilied his opioioii in thdfe {iff 
]||»rli^hl^ w^ds : Tie confiifutiftf U (0 Hff 
fi^(bftillyexmfe4i and we are never to ^taif^ 
i» mrea/f the powers pf the fr9n»n„ Wh?^ 
an ex4Wple to the cpniUtuted auth<M^if^! 
And how Qiuf:h is it to be wished fgr t^ 
g09(i of the j^4|>}ie, that ?X\ of them fixqvi\4^ 
confine their pow^?,^f fefypylq^fiy wi$fewi 
Hkt hsw^i that ^^ prefpihe^ ^ 
• ^ifiibmitthrierfik^BStpthfwi^fll 
tS&c Qati9Q9) ^flegi^Iy. Thef «tr« fi|g» 
gsftid 16 mi hy t^f pyreftl^ve of 4»y 
fSyfirf. Mfiy my AwfflWf happier tjiaqi 
»»«,^ tf«f pj«rii?ti% tnW>pU -<)v?F i^ 
fifj^^S 9ff4 ^^<^ QpmiOP^ whic^ I h94 t9 

" * ^T* Appendix, N«.Vin. . , ■ 

T^8 
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This declaraticft, which was printed and 
direded to each member of the aflembly^ 
contains the moft pofitive contradidiofi of 
all the*^ acciifations thrown out againft me 
in the memorial addreffed to the king. It 
wasinduftrioufly fpread through the whole 
kingdom as a challenge to any of my ene^ 
mies to anfwer it : but as no one attempted 
its refutation^ the abfurd calumny of my 
having favoured the emigration of the na<» 
val officers, by paying them their appoint- 
ments at Coblentz, and by granting to 
many the liberty of abfenting themfelvea^ 
was forgotten for a time. 

The Jacobins^ however, ftill honoiQ:e4 
me by their animadverfions. My name 
was never pronounced in the club without 
being accompanied with the epithets of 
infamous or villdnous. The fole crinfe 
which they accufed me of was being a 
member of the chimerical Auftrian com* 
mittee; and to make the exiftence of tfaift 
committee credited, factious men publifhed 
daily pretended difcoveries of treafonable . 
6 defigns 
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defign^ and imaginary plots, in order to en- 
rage and miflead the people. 

It was not till the September following 
that the infamous HebeHi in the account 
which he publifhed of the maflacres of the 
prifoners at Orleans and^erfailles, renewed 
the charges againft me which had been be- 
gun by GaveKer, Rouhier, &c. ; and he 
had the effrontery to fupport them by a 
public confeffion, which he afferted I made 
at the moment of my death; for I was in- 
cluded by him among the viGims of this 
horrid malTacre ; and the relation of my 
punifhment, accompanied with my laH; 
will, was not the leaft intefefting part of his 
Journal. • - . 

It will appear, in the courfe of thefe Me- 
moirs, that there was a ftrong reafon for 
this falfehood *t 

* An old French navy officer, who was cafhiercd by a 
oourt-martial, and declared unworthy and incapable of 
ferviag the king, was condemned to )>e impnfoned Cot 
twenty years, haa juft publiflied a work, the objedof whieii 
ill without doubt, to prove that he is worthy and. capable 
^f fcnring the republic, not only in the rank of contrtHttmrak 
Which heoow holds, but in that of admiral in chief, of which 
he appears to be ambitious. This work is eati^jed Ff$cis 

' da 



^raSion de la Marine F^anfatfe^ H des Mqyfni df la retahUr. 
The author^s name * 19 Y. J* Kerguclin* This admiral^ 
ifa^j> hy his ip^fture^ 9f Wpg t)|e «aifA» m4 evn the 
«pfuimtor of the jpunwlift Hcljcrt ( \ \^ r^pffti, finoi|i t|ulrr- 
hSaon of the maffacrcg of Verfailles, " that I facilitated' the 
OEi%ratxon of the general officers,^ a&d the 9thep naval olR- 
«Bit ; w4 t}i4t I ha4 pr^cate4 a b^wn ¥t f)f i| cQq?$, tl«r 
ioifiyidinls of which were at Col^entz, though ther wqrp 
paid » if at Toulon, Brell, Rochefort, or Paris.** He adds, 
^thatbeing tjieilave ^f aaerpupt qoupt, I was paly fittiDfi 
% W9F^ ^tt criminal vw^s, i)i $eii^ tl)9 propnTa ^tl^ 
zefolutio% an^ in reflrainiu^ t^ie coura^oHs efforts pf the 
frienda of liberty." Finally, he imputes to me «* the rapid 
rife of General Tnig^iet, an injcxpesienood youths vha vaa 
i^fnl^ pramotf 4 19 tl^^ vaAl( ojE ^^ffom^'' 

If I c)iofe to T^V^ ufe of fope notes which I ha(\ qjccafiqp 
t^ perufe» refpeAing Y. J. Kerguelia, amrdft thofb whfch 
«na lB(ept in lay ofiicfi, -cooDQi^ii^ na^ oficers* vhp 
Ijioibt^^wifr (^A^rcj* ttlPUg^forfovrilrr Q%nccf» { 
OQidd eafiiy fhew that it is prudent to diftruft his affertions, 
cv^t when official. I (hould only have to quote %ht Mpe|^ 
il|r(% hr >n4^ Pf !# ft* cxjed^ibn t^ T^a AhM^^ of 
vUqh he gave a moi^ feducing defcription, Although he 
never fiw the country, cxctpt through a q)ying-glafs. Every 
Amg whiA he narraud, relative to Uie iwb dollmtt a£thc 
bn4t| tht fadullry, intelligence, and mild manners of the 
JbkabitaatSf ^s flatly o^ntradi^bed by M. de Roffl;^ the elder» 
irho Govfliandecl the anned cutter with twenty men, whiA 
tmt fa^ th€«i>attdwlio «fibt8,^ial h» had 4ifeev<red, «n thia 
Ay Mchf ti«ntFy> na marlia •( autefrati^ii, aa4 no inhabil- 

i\ and ^sij& thne ve«e oal^ foiiii4 fo>rx^ fca4>bd8, whiob 
ia tama, that thftp aliqvad tbcngfrhca to ha ^ken bf 
AalMdt aaAtbt nadUof mc ^uadnxpcdofth^iMlkft 

1^ Wfkir tf a Jouiwi ln«i« uote tU tiik of Xi M"' IXi^^ 

• , fpraet. 
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tpecics* TUe defenptiony which is 'precifeljr CRftriign^a)^ ^ 
tQ that of Captain Cook, will deter^&lnc; in. what man* ^ 
ncr the reports and aflertions of Y. J. Kergii^^in • a^ ^oj 
be expl»nfd by thofe who wx(h t6 arriy^ at the.tnith. 
Thtis» when he afferts, " that as the fla^.-ef a,<wraptc^Hrtr^ 
I. was only fitted to promote its crixaiaal views/' that meax^^^ 
>hat at the time when I ?ntere4 into adminiftrati^n, there , 
was no court ; and that the moil viftuovbs andbeft^int^ationed > 
king was, in his own palace, as .is knpwn to all £un)pey >^e 
ojnly ilave. When he advances, "that the emigratepl qi^*^ 
cera were paid at Toulon, Breft," &c. 3cc* wc nuai| <u^i]K4ude< 
that Bone'were paid. Indeed it was 'ittpofiible. that anyci^ttldt 
bepilidf without fending a certificate pf , their jefid^nqe tptbev 
paymafter, >yho was perfpnally refponfible, and who never 
could receive any orders upon this fubjedt from the minifter. 
Wheh he reproaches me " with having prefented a barren 
lift of naval officers, and of having promoted Truguet prema- 
turely to the rank of contre^mral" thofe affertions mean, 
that the lift publifhed during my adminiilration had been 
drawn up aind ordered by my predeceffori and that General 
Truguet was not named to the rank of contre^mral till 
fome months after my retreat. Finally, when he accufea 
me ** of having deftroyed the navy," it is then clear that I 
had no (hare in it ; and that it ought to be imputed to the 
caufes which I have explained in my ftatement, and to the 
negligence of the naval com^mittee, in not framing fuch de« 
creea as were neceifary for re-eftablifhing order and difcipline 
in this department* This was affirmed by the mmifter him- 
felf, m his report upon the ftate of France, pronounced be- 
fore the afifembly July xc, 1792, that is to fay, four months 
after my retreat. The minifter of juitice, fpeaking in the 
name of all his colleagues, anngwiced, " that every thing was 
unfettled in the naval department, when M. La^Cofte enter- 
ed into it ; and that things were ftill in the fame ftate, be- 
caufe, in fpite of the efforts of the minifter and of his prede- 
vol. n. I, <:effor8^ 
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dlbMir M <%t«ni fiMt the irfTembly fa^lemoAtey laws, m ^ 
yegttee t&e drgtti&miioa of tkis diepwtiAait, none had yet 
Wen decreed.*^ 

' After halving demonftnted, that iit beUcvmg th« cofiTf^ 
tfO'df Kar||liirik,y«ii wet fbdier firom the tiuth tkuk in hc« 
lieviiig ^ veif rererfe of what he affiniis» I eannot heljp- 
cddgratnktiag afkjfdf upon his having abiifed mj admi&iftm^ 
tron. Witt regard taihk merit and miStary tdeoftif at- 
t&onghf b^bre the iienteace of the oourt-«iarda}y indkidi de«' 
dared hun unworthy and incapabk of ferring, he wi^ c4il« 
fifeted hy hia comnumdm and hit eqoab as aoi imfleiMd ^ 
fleer^Mtild igacMfif in hii profclBoft, yet hk {uiMnocion to thd 
ffcsk at ^mfn^amM make$ k knpoSbk to» doubt hitf ha^ 
iij'becQme ioMeiif «9 able aijie thmka hit&ftff. 
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CHAP. XXII. 

Jfcf. de Fleurieu namtd goverhor to the Ftinct 
Royal^ but not invefied in the offite.^-^J^ir 
my refignation^ the king dejires me to keep 
up a correfpondence by letters with bhn.-'^ 
The object of this.-*— His majejly conjigns io 
me the direSion of certain affairs y which 
bad been formerly under the fuperintend^ 
anee of M. de Lejfartrr-Spies employed ^ 
the tribuftffl of police. ^-^Arrangement nmde 
with one of the principal members of the 
tribunal. — Meafures equally expe^Jive and 
ufelefs. — JDanton paid by the court.-^^Thc 
new minivers oblige the king tp declare ^ 
- war"^ much againfl his inclination. 

THS appointment of the king's hou(^ 
hold was a meafure vvhiih could 
be delayed withom any inconveniei^cy : 
but it waa not fo with regard to the 
appointment of a governor to the 
12 Dauphin, 
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Pauphin, or, to fpeak in the con- 
ftitutional ftile, the Prince Royal, The 
firft, or conftitucnt aflembly, had (hewed 
an inclinatipn to arrogate this power 
to themfelves, or to render it null in the 
hands of the king, by tranfmitting a lift 
-made up )i>y them, out of which he was to 
phoofe pne for that office ; but the nume*- 
,rous and abfurd lift which they fprmqd ap- 
peared fo ridiculous in the eyps pf the pub- 
lic, that thpy tbought it bpft to adjourn the 
cxercife of this pretended right; from which 
period, to that of their diflblutipn, the mul- 
tiplicity and importance of the affairs 
brought befqre them, had prevented tl;^e 
* aflembly from renewing their preteniions 
on this head. But as they never had 
fprmally abandoned them, it was highly 
probablp th^t the fecpnd aflembly Wght 
have made this claim, if the king, by de- 
ferring the appointment of a governor tp 
the prince Royal beyond the period fixed, 
had given reafon to fufpeS that he har- 
boured doubts pf his own right. 

A few 
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A few days before my refignatiori^ there- 
fore, I gave it to the king as my opinion, 
that he ought to name the governor with-* 
out ' farther delay* His majefty fdt the 
force of this j butiliU he was embarrafled 
how to a£t. 

** Who can I chdofer' faid he. " Do 
jou know any perfon, proper for the fitu-^ 
ation, whom the Jacobiils would not de-* 
teft ? And I would rather that my fon re- 
mained without a governor, than expofe 
the worthy man, whom I Ihould appoint, 
to the infults of the people, and perhaps to 
aflaffination. On the other haad," conti- 
nued he, " I am fenfible, that if I do not 
appoint a governor myfelf, the Jacobins 
may probably propofe Gondorcet, the 
Abb^ Sieyes, or fome other fuch unprin- 
cipled perfon. Have you any one in 
view ?'* 

"No, fire," arifweredl; "I thought 
that you had already confidered the mat- 
ter, and that your choice was fixed. I 
ought, however, to inform your majefty, 
^tbat at the time the minifters were occupied 

1-3 i^ 



f^d PRIVATE MfiMOiRS* 

in fomxing your houfchold cftablifhmtot, 
M. de Fleurieu appeared to them the 910ft 
eligible perfon, as he was favourably looked 
tipon by the Jacobins, upon account of the 
^deration of his eondufl to l^e <:lerk 
Bonjour." ' 

•* 'M. de Fleurieu, I think, would foit 
us/* feid the king. ^ He is ^cry wdl in^ 
formed, aftd he is a man of probky, on 
ivhom I eould rely. There is nothing 
againft him but his tiinidity and exc^ffit^ 
gentlenefs. But is it certain that he would 
accept of the fituation ?'* 

" I do not imagine,*' replied I, ^ that 
the minifters informed themfelves of that t 
t)ut if you defire it, I will fee M. de IWeu* 
tieu, and find out his own inclinat^e^ 
without letting him know that I am com-^ 
miffioned by your majefty.'* 

" Do fo," faid the kl^gj •^and do not 
delay to inform mc#'* 

I went dircftfy from the pakce to M» de 
l^leurieu. I gare, as a pretext for my vifity 
the defire t had to talk to him concermcig: 
liis penlioa^ which I told Mm I hoped to 

hare 



H*^ £x9^ befojpjj I qt(i^^%4^K|i(M01lt 
I tKe» inff pfiUy led ibt ^nycsf^ipo jt^ IjIm 

that jic might :to bavs a mtm na jUM- iiitxa» 
tion, ioc mUsh |ie tras veiy f vnatt qiulifiiE^ 
He aafivcr pd^ ii?ith modefty^ dik k rita[^ lHufc 
)^e ill tihie kingdom which wcoiid ^uifi: 
flatter his ambition; but ihat he nyaa' fo &r 
from tfain]piiatg himfeif qitalifird^ jdiac iie 
would 4ao( imfiftifte to place himfeif ia thf 
4ift of candidates. By all he £ud, it was 
cafy io perceive that be would accept of the 
offer with great pleafiiire ; atid I retttmej 
immediately to the king, who wbm very well 
^l^fed with thb intelligence. 

T^e nomination of M. .de Fleurien to 
Ae place of goyernor to the Prince 
jBgiy^l wa3 deferred till tli^ end of J^arcb ; 
Jiod the kiog informed fbe ^i^^hif 
of it by a letter^ \^hiqh they immedi- 
ately fttferred to a committee. The opt- 
niqn. which I tranfmitfied to im m,ajefiy 
mz^i ih^ wttlioiit waiting for tbf nqpcM #f 
tbe committeet M. de Fkiuicu fi^^jild be 
L4 . ^ inftalled 
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ififtalled inliis new fittiation, and begin to 
difchi^ tbe duties belonging to it, that the 
ai&mbly Might not imagine its right in this 
«iQminadbn.^as dtf&feiit'from what the 
conftittitidh ^dlotted - theu,'. TdTpe^ng ' tbe 
king's iiojiiitiatioti of xninifters,. in whi<tH 
iboy Lbad ' nb : negative. 'I teprefenebd 
affi)/ to M.'de fledrieu/ that if he did 
nbtHafae px^iTeffion immediately, the king's 
pfcrogative -would ; be attacked ; for any 
Jieritati9ii. bn fuch a point, would en-- 
courage the pretenfions of. the ' affembiy. 
My advice,' however, was not fbllowsedi ^ 
. M« de Fleurieu had no uneafihefs on this 
ifubjedt. He had caufed fome of the memr 
benj of the committee to be fpoken to, who, 
as he heard, were favourably difpofed tO 
him ; he- was convinced, on the whole, tlpat 
the report would be made in the\:ourfe of 
• the week, and that he had no obftacles to ap- 
prehend. However, the report, as I had fore- 
seen, was put off from week to week, upon 
various pretences, and was never made ; fo 
that no Bther advantage was derived from 
/ . 6 the 
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dxe^nbmmation of M. de Fleurieii' but that 
6f jireventing the affembly from appomtirig 
S^^bVcrnor to the Prince Royal. It is for- 
tunate - (hat M. de Fleurieu was not invefted* 
kithife office before the i oth of Auguft, as irf 
that cafe he would probably have augmented 
the number of illaftriousvi<aims facrificed on 
that fatal day j and France would have'l<ii^ 
ia him a' man, eftimable for His learning ian<( 
talents, and for the purity of his principles; 
On quitting the miniftry^ I exprefled my 
regret that I could, not pay my duty to his 
majefty with th^ fame affiduity I wifhed,* 
without creating fufpicions that mi^ht be 
dangerous to him ; . I therefore propofed 
only to^ attend his levee every Sunday;- atwl 
this Itbought would be expedient, b^caxife, 
if I never appeared there at )all, itwouM be 
immediately believed that he faw nibiia 
fecre£ . • - '• •• •• ^"^ /* -- •'• ►'• 

- Tkeking approved oE.thisf and afc the 
iaoie time fgave .me/theifuperinteudance of 
aii operatioQ which iwas:firft contrived and 
fet ar jgoing byt Alexander Lameth, afters 
.wards dircd!ed byM^ deLe0art^ anddn^^ 
ii:v;. prefent 
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jj^eTent drcoiailaxic^s feemed anoH Ofc^ 
Ijury thm «v«r. The oit}e&. of thi» w«# tio. 
Qbtido a minute knowki^c of <;he pMc: 
^o6do9,b7 Uie means of cm^mfte&m/i 
indled <^fervef$, vho w^iie eh{>fi»» jtnd «npf^ 
l^oyed for th*|: purpofc 

At tbi» time thty msxc m numho! 
ikSxtj*B'^c Some attended the tnbitnes 
^ the aiTemblj, others thf Jaoeldn eluh 
tod that of th« Cordeliers, vHbiiyft othiers 
%riere oidered to mix in the Various gronps 
tirho attexided ivt' the Ealaia Royal, the 
Thuilieries, the primdpad eoffec-houies, {md 
i$ut cabarets. Their bufineis xras to Ivsp*- 
port, by thdr applauie* all conftitwtinnal 
jhmI XDyalifl modoos, and to hi&^ and evea 
{oj^t, whoever propofed a meafiire qqa* 
tnry to the intereA of the l^ng and the 
gonffittndon. Thfiic cuftom, was, to^e 
in a daily report of whatever they iaw or 
iMard. It was the pttnrince^ df l^e moft in* 
t^gent, who wereid^^iaft patdtio oomJaat 
ftvery ieditious modon in tiie variom fo» 
deties. Giles, a fubjdteni o£fotar in the 
^atd fufti of a k , entiscly devoted to tho Jdog, 
' 5 took 
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txk vk die itbove reports, md d^vvred 
ih&a to M« de lieifart, from whom be fie-* 
cdhned dire^om rcfpe&ing the opes^tkmfi 
of the following dayt Thefe men wcm 
aLfe ea^oyed to ftipk up, during tb^ night9 
l^lacarts of a coniHtutional or royalift na-t 
tare, acoordibg to the circumftanceBt 
! The king, by this means, knew aH tlutt 
paiOfed in Pjiris^ and might have derived i^ 
ya^^ges from it at leaf): equsd to the exw 
penoe of the whole operation^ which 
amounted to 8000 iivres a month, had it 
loot been for hia averiion to thofe vigorous 
^eafures which the prefent emergence rei- 
quired : but that averfien was fo great^ 
that the information he received onhy 
ferved to alarm and torment him. 

At the time, however, that the king 
made this propofal to me, I was fo fully 
convinced that his having timely notice of 
the dangers which threatened hiih might 
iavethe royal family, that I accepted it with- 
out hefitation, although I could not but, be 
.^jliUe of the perilous nature of fuch an 
employment; ^or had it been difcovered, Qr 

even 
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even furmifcd, I fliould not merely h'avd 
run the rilk of being fent a prifoner to Or- 
leans, 4ike M. de Leflart, but of being torn 
in pieces by the populace. 

But that the danger I was willing to in- 
cur might prove as ufeful as poffible, 'I 
propofed to the king that the obfervers 
above mentioned fhould be commiflioned 
to invei^igate and point out to the tfib^nal^ 
of police the names and abodes of the moft 
feiditious and dangerous vagabonds, from 
all coimtries, who at that time infefted the 
capital. His majefty having approved of 
this, I immediately made it my bufinefs to 
fearch for a fenfible and well-intentioned 
juftice of peace of the police department^ 
and I found one of this defcription in M. 
Buob, an Alfacian by birth, who, before the 
revolution, had been in partnerftiip with 
Diivernois the banker, and had fince been 
appointed juftice of peace and one of the 
fix who compofed the tribunal de la police 
corredlionelk^ in which his indefatigable 
aftivity gave him great influence. I cont- 
miflioned a perfon, in whoin I could corf- 

fidc;. 
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fide, to endeavour to find out howBuot 
ftood inclined. He was found to be as fa- 
vourably difpofed as we could wifh, and he 
came to me next night about nine o^clocl^ 
J told him that the king, being informed 
of the zeal and activity with which he at- 
tended to the police of Paris, had defired 
jne to exprefs his approbation to him* Thia 
greatly flattered him. He boafted much 
of the fervices which had been rendered by 
the tribunal of police, and li,kewife affured 
me that it was in his power to render m^cli 
greater, provided he was aflifted* 

*^ But unluckily,^' faid he, ^^ we have no 
other fund from which we can pay pur 
agents, except the produce of the .confifg^-? 
tions and fines.'' 

Unwilling to let him fufpedt that the 
king had any knowledge of the plan re- 
fpe^ng the obfervers, • 

f^ You fhall not want money ,^' faid ^, " if 
I fucceed in gaining you (he confidence of 
a fociety of rich citizens, who, for their per- 
fonal fecurity, have raifed a pretty confir 
derable fund, for the purpofe of keeping; in 
i\ pay^ 
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pay a certain mittber of perfons, w&o ve^ 
form them di all that paiibs in the capihd ; 
and I hare no doubt of their agreeing, at 
my requeft, to put thofe perfons under 
your command," 

•** Oh f* faid he J " but thefe people can- 
not be depended upon lb much as thofb 
which the police have. already edgaged, 
Iwt whom we have no fuffici^iit fund to pay 
tliem fronu" 

: " Well," anfwered I, '* I (hail propofc 
to the f()ciety to grant a reward of one hui^ 
dred livres for the difcovery of each fecK-». 
tiou* perfon ; which money fiiall be imme- 
idiately paid, cm the legal convidion of tho 
ofiminal." ^ 

♦* Cannot the king," faid he, " throw 
tiautt expence upon the civil lift T 
' ^ I certainly fliall not propoie fuch a 
thing to him," anfwered L . ^^ IVi de la 
Pdrte^ who is Icrupuloufly exaft, would 
ao( £ul to iniert the article in his regifter, 
and the coniequence might prove as di& 
«gi««able to you as prejudicial to the 
king," 

This 
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This knTwer feemed to fatisfy Badb^ 
Dt^hom I d^ not think propet fully to tnifiy 
ilntil I knew mote about hiaw 

Hie d^nunGiationg begaa the &Alimhiff 
week; and betwixt that (Period, to the enA 
of July, fifty-eight of tlxd moft feditioiM 
were t^k^n up and t^ied^ Patt of tbeiil.' 
were condemned to th»& yean' io^fraU 
ihent, and Otfhers to twoyestf^^ in tlie cafll« 
of fiic^tre, where they remained in cxm* 
finementtiil after the lotb cf Au^ft, wheil 
the mob forced tSid dOora of that pttfobi and 
fct them at Ilbeity* 

One of thefe rafca^ named Fouraiery 
afterwards commanded the detachment 
which was fent from Paris^ forced the 
prifoa it Orleans^ and conduced the pri« ' 
ibners from thence to Verfailles^ and there 
gave them up to the aflaffina who waited 
for them. 

His majefty Ilkewife entrufted me with 
the dire^ion of another eftabfiihment of 
the fame Idhd, m^ich more expenfiYCy at 
the head of which waa a man of an it>- 
trigulag ^it) whom particular reafona 

prevent 
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prevent me from naming. M. de Mont- 
ijfionn had begun to employ him, duriitg 
the firft aflenxbiy, as a fecret agent of all 
the private negotiations of the miniftiyj in 
prder to make particular nxotions be. fup* 
pcitcd or rejed^d in the aflembly or in tl^ 
Jacobm club. He had pretty well fulfilled 
this employment, and his fervices had not 
pjEifled .unrewarded ; for befides the avowed 
recompence he received from the minifter, 
he probably retained ^ fmall gratification 
out of the money which he was commif* 
fioned to diftribute. This fubtle man, 
dextrous^ and infihuating, always of the 
cpimdn of the perfiwi he converfed with, 
'was, lit reality, attathed to no party. He 
perfuadcdM. de Montmorin, that from his 
inlimacy with the popular charaders of 
the revolution, it was in his power to be 
of eflential fervice to the king, efpecially'by 
infpiring and keeping up a fpirit of loyalty 
' m the gan/e nationak of Paris, by affoclating 
himfelf with the bflScers and foldiers who 
had the greateft influence in their particu- 
lar battalions*: but he obfcrved, that for 
'i this 
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this purpofe he muft have it in his power 
to invite about twenty of them every day 
to dinner, and alfo to diftribute little pre- 
fents, from time to tiI^e, amongft them, ac^ 
cording as circumftances feemed to require ; 
that upon an exa£t calculation he found 
that 34,000 livres a month would be fiiffi- 
cient for thefe purpofeft ; and by this means 
he hoped in a fhort time to fecure a majo- 
rity in all the fedions. 

The minifters, fo far from hefitating to 
grant him the fum he demanded, were con- 
vinced that they had made a mod advan- 
tageous bargain ; and, in order to remove 
the fufpicion which his expenfive manner 
of Jiving might give rife to, M. de Leffart, 
then minifter, of the home department, at 
the defire of M. de Montmorin, named hgp 
to a place of 10,000 liyres a year,, which, 
together with his own perfpnal property, 
might he fuppofed to enable him to fupport 
the expence which his plan required him 
to keep up. Oft due inveftigation, I found 
that ao advantage had refulted from this 
meafure, either by conciliating the national 

y^L. lu M gH.ards 
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guards or the fedions, who continued a( 
ill difpofcd as ever* And befides, as the 
e^qpence^ which amounted to 400,000 li- 
Vres a year^ could now only be defrayed 
from the funds of the civil lift, I perfuaded 
the king to referve this fum for a more 
iifeftil purpofe } and it may occafion fur- 
prife to many, when they are informed, that 
it was through the means of this very 
agent, that the noify patriot Danton re- 
ceived more than a Imhdred thou&nd 
trowns under the miniftry of M/de Mont- 
morin, for propofihg or fupporting the 
various motions in the Jacobin club. He 
faithfully fulfilled his engagement, always 
referving to himfelf the liberty of employ- 
ing the means he thought WoxAd beft foc^ 
ceed in making" his motions jpafs. Hh 
ufual' method was to feafon thein with 
vii&leht declamati6n6 againft tbecdurt ant! 
mtinifters, that he might not be fufped^d 
of being fold to them. 

After the retreat of M. de Montmorldiy 
M. de LeiTart, who continued to employ 
the faifiie agcnt^ being in a comi^ittee at^l^ie 
- ' Koufe 
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lipufe of the Garde dfs Sceaux^ fuddenly. 
broke it up, faying he had appointed a 
perjTon to meet him upon an affair of con- 
fequence. I myfelf fet him down at his 
owin houfe j and, in our way, he told me, 
that the bufinefs for which he had been 
called out was to advance twenty-four 
thoufand livres to a perfon who was to re- 
HHt this fum to Danton, in order to engage 
him to carry a particular mqtion' in the Ja- 
cobin club. The fum appeared tp me 
exorbitant ; and, as I had a perfon of xpn* 
£dence in the Jacobin club, I told M. de ^ 
JLeflart, that unlefs it was a matter of great 
importance, and of a very delicatp nature, I 
probably could get it brought on ^nd 
puffed, without coAing him a farthing* 
Upon his tilling me the otyed of the mo- 
tion, I thought it might be of fome utility ; 
ac^, by having it prefented in the popular 
ftyleof X^t times, might very probably be 
carried. Accordingly, by the addrefs of 
the pei-fon I ufually employed. in the club, 
the motion was next day made, by pubois 
de Craned, and pafTed without eppofition. 
M2 The 
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The agent) whom I have avoided to name, 
tvhen he underftood from M. de la Porte, 
that the king had entrufted me with the 
fuperintendency of fhe fccret bufihefs in 
which he was employed, called on me 
about this time ; and, vaunting his own 
fervices, he affured me, that he had been 
commiflioned by M. de Leflart, towards 
the end of December 1791, to make 
propofals to the deputies Briflbt, Verg- 
niaud, Guadet, the Abbe Fauchet, and 
another Hill alive, and at prefent in the 
affembly, whofe name I fupprefs on that 
account: in corifequence of which, thele 
deputies had agreed to give their voices 
and influence in the aflcmbly, to the mi- 
hifter, for the furti of fix thoufand livres 
a month, to be paid to each; adding, 
that M. de Leflart thought they required 
too high a price ; and, as they would not 
abate the leafl in their demand, the nego^ 
ciation ended, and only produced the efFeft 
of irritating thcfe five deputies againft the 
mihiften 



If 
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If it iliould be thought furprifiog th^t 
thefe deputies ihould entruft a man of thi$ 
kind with a fecret of fuch importance^ all 
that I can fay from jny owft certain know- 
ledge is, that the deputies ,in qugftioh 
fhewed the greateft rancour ag^inft the 
minifter; but, with regard to the other 
fa£l, I have only the man's authority. 

At this time M. Servan having been ap- 
pointed niiuifter of war inftead of M, d? 
'Grave, the whole cabinet was comppfed of 
Jacobins, who, being fupported by the 
Cote Gauche of the Aflembly, loucjly called 
for a declaration of war agkinft the emperor 
and the king of .Pruflia:. The king was 
perfua^led, that their chief . mq>:iv$ was, 
that they might have more plaufible pre- 
-tcxts of acci^xng him of having a fecret in- 
telligence with the courts of Vienna and 
Berlin j he therefore deferred the final de- 
termination of the council as long as pofli- 
ble, and only confented to propofe the de- 
claration of war to the aflembly, after each 
of the minifters had feparately given him 
■ ■ - M 3 his 
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%xs o|)inlon and mbtivcci ia writing figncd 
bytKerii, 

The aflcmfely received this meflage with, 
trabiport, and decreed with acclamations 
the declaration of wan The enemies of the 
king and queen were much lefs occupied 
in putting France' in a fituation to fuftain 
it, than in endeavouring to take advaritage 
of the critical fituatipn in which this new 
prde^ of things placed their majeftie^^ 
The fcfupulous exadnefs with which the 
icing, faithful to his oath, adhered to thft 
conftitUtion, had hitherto difcongerted the 
proJfea:3 of the Jacobins, and. difcredited 
the icCfertions they cohtinually repeated, of 
'the king's diflike to the conftitution,'and 
of his Teeking to oveffet it* This vague 
acctifkti6n being ghrenupi as having ceafed 
to itt'ake ' any impfefllon, the Jacobins 
tabvirfubftiWted in its ftead, the icciifdtroh 
cif betraying the nation ; and his majfefty 
was attacked For purpbfely hegleftihg, asr 
-Vas boldly averted, to give neceffary brdiert 
to the nainifters for repairing the frontier 

towns, 
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towns, providing them in warlike ftores, 
and completing the regiments : they alfo 
accufed him of keeping up a fecret cor- 
refpondence with the emperor, and indi- 
cating to him thofe parts of the frontiers 
where he would meet with the leatft rc- 
fiftance, and even fending him money to 
ddfray the expence of his operations j and 
fome of the populace declared to the muni- 
cipality of Paris, that they had feen whole 
waggon-loads of gold on their way to 
Vienna, In fliort, the coffee-houfes, pub- 
lic walks, and clubs refounded with plots 
and confpiracies of the ]^retcndQd Commitee 

Thefe. accufations, however abfurd, be* 
came dangerous, becaufe the king would 
ilQt concjefceiid tp refote them. Thp avi- 
«Uty and qx^^Yhy with which t|^e vulgar 
are wont to receive wports oj^ treafong, 
plots, and -coafpiquci^es, difpenCed thejoui;* 
jxaUfl^s fijjji cl^b ,Qjatprs from the ^cefl[ity 
of fupjwy^o© th^ wi^#? %hteja:|)jQQft 



M4 
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CHAP. XXIIL 

The critical Jituation in which the king was. 
i^'-^jrnpojiure of an Aujlrian committee 
renewed. — Carra denounces M. de Mont-- 
morin and me in the yacobin club as 
members of that pretended committee. — 
t We give in a complaint againji him^ and 
, againf feveral Journalijis. — Propofal fent 
to me by the Jacobins. — Imprudence of the 
Judge Lariviere. — Decree of accufathn 
againji him. — Brijfot and Genfonne under- 
take to prove the truth of the Aujlrian 
Committee. 

THE king had never before been placed 
in fo dangerous a fituation : his coun- 
cil was entirely compofed of Jacobin mi- 
nifters ; and, the confequence of this 
meafure, which he had been made to think 
would render him popular, was to render 
every a£t of popularity fruitlefs for him- 
felf, while the whole merit devolved upon 

the 
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the minifters. For they were at pains to 
imprefs on the public, that every popular 
meafurcj proceeded from them ; and that 
thoie afts of gotretnment which, though 
abfolutdy neeeffary, were difpleafing to the 
multitude, proceeded from the king/ So 
that thb imfortunate prince, deftitute df 
all fupport, of every refource, bad nothing 
to oppofe to the ferocity of his enemies, 
their plots and their calumnies, but the 
mildnefs of his charaScr, and his in- 
exhaultible p;itience ; uhfdrtunately, * the 
Icing's enemies were too v^fell acquainted 
with his being poflefled of thofe qualities, 
which are always hurtful to a tottering 
throne, and often weaken the foundation 
ofthebtffteftabiifhed. 

The ridiculous ftery of the Auftrian 
committee was again revived, and moft 
fuccefsfuUy employed in irritating the 
people againft the court. The moft fiib- 
tile and criminal methods were made ufe 
of in order ta convince the public of the 
cxiftence of this committee* 

One 
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OneJSievr Richer 4e Scrify went to the 
h<mie of Renaut St. Jeaiv d'Angcly, ^4 
invited him» in the n^iq^ c)f the prip^fs d^ 
Lambtllet to a oommtjt^ which ws^ to 1^ 
lidd at her hoiife oo. 'Ftiday evening at iix 
oVIoek ; and told hiin, that he wo^ find 
there, amongft others^ MeSrs^ide Moot- 
norin, Bert^andy aod Malouet. Renaut 
iell into the fnare. AU bis dopb^a riefpe^^ 
log the . Auftnto i:ommittee vaaiihed ; 
and he was endowed with vanity fi^fficient 
to tlnok it t\»PmffA aatural thing on earth 
that he ihot^M 1>e fummon^d to a fociety 
where fiibje^s*. of the higheft impprjtance 
ware difcuiTed, and in which, wifdom was £b 
requiike ; he enjoyed .t;be importiance he de- 
rived from an invitajion from the prin^ ef$, 
who, he Ajppcififd, a^pd in confcquenae of 
orders from th$ king and queen,. {Ip^puld 
«ot help being i» litjJe 4i»rprifed, hpiwevicr, 
liow . their ijiajejlii^s had #vined that ;he 
was fo much -better a xoyalift than he ha4 
:latherto. appeared, .or indeed than he had 
till now conceived him£blf to he. FftUiaf 
thcfe ideas, he waited upon M* Malouet, 

' 6 with 
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with whom he had hev« been in "any 
habits ef intimacy^ although they had b^teit 
both hiembers of the fiift afembly. h/L 
Malouet wa^ rather furpriied 9t his vi(it( 
hvA ftiU mott fo, on his expreffing great 
fadsfadtion at the frequent jc^portunities 
he fhould now have of meetit^ w|tb hinu 

♦* Where ate we to mfeet fo often ?" ^ 
M. Malouet. 

^^ In the c^nnmittee at Madame 4e liam** 
balle'si" Mifwercd Renaut. > 

^* Upon my honour^ fir, I don't haaow 
what you are fpeaking of/' faid M. M^ 
iouet;/^I asB. not acquainted widb Ma^ 
idame de Ljunballe, neither ^un I of wf 
^committee/' 

** I do not mean a public comnjlttfec,'* 
replied Renaut, " but the fecret one irtrhich 
k held aft tbfe princ0fs de Lambalie's, who 
has ddne ine the honoilr to fdmd Richer de 
Btaiff to invite me to attend <9h Frida|r 
evening ; atKl I was informed by him, thaft 
I ihomld meet yon and l^ifieurs Mont- 
morin and Bertrand, So you cfeed not 
iecp ihy longer lipoa Ae refetro/V 
\ *' I can 
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^ *< I can only repeat, fir/' (kid M, Ma-^ 
iouet, " tliAt I am entirely ignorant of what 
vou mean : I never fet roy foot within the 
princefs de Lamballe's door; I hardly know 
her by fight, and I am not of, any commit- 
tecj public or fecret.'' 

• " What then am I to think," faid Re- 
liant, <2iftoni{had; *♦ at the meffage I received 
by Richer de Serify r I 

- ** I fufpea " replied M. Malouet, <* that 
it h either done by way of a joke, or that 
It is 'a fnare laid for you ; therefore, I ad- 
"Tife you to be upon your guard." "^ 

" Upon this they feparated. M, Ma- 
louet came direftly to my houfe, an^i 
gave me an account of what had juft 
paffed. 

: This appeared to require the more atten- 
tion, as for feveral days paft, the Jour- 
lialtfts, and thofe who made motions in the 
Palais Royal and public places, had been 
icndeavouring to raife the. people by the 
onoft viqlent declamations on the fubjed 
:of plots, averted to be carried on by the 
fuppoied Auftrian committee, A lift of the 
5 names 
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• tiames of all the members compofing tl^is 
committee was announced to be publiihed 
footi ! in the mean time, all true patriots 
were pathetically' called upon to revenge 
the atrocious confpiracies formed againft 
their liberty. 

• On the Sunday before, two orators had 
been taken up in the Palais Royal, who 
were haranguing to a crowd of people 
againft the court and the Auftrian com-^* 
mittee. Their vehement . declamations, 
and patriotic- fentiments, excited fuch ad- 
miration, that the agents of police, durft 
not have feized upon them, if they had 
not been, at the fame time, deteded pick* 
ing the pockets pf their admiring auditors. 
'Upon examination, thofe two patriots were 
found to carry the marks of the whip and 
burnt iron on their fhoulders : patents of 
their aflbciation with the Jacobin club 
were found at the fame time in their 
pockets. 

Poffeffed of the above fads, I went to 
confer with M. de Montmorin, who was 
equally interefted with myfclf ; andM was 

then 
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then xx^otaud^ that Carra h^d^ the d^ be?? 
lore, denounced the Auftrian consmlttee 
in the Jacobin club ; and that bodx M. 4e 
Montmorin and myfeif were pointed out 
in the denunciation as th^ principal rneni-* 
bers of that committee* 

I thought I could not find a more iavour- 
Jblc opportunity of unmaiking the B|alice of 
^moic ui^rindpled men, and of expofing 
Axar atrocious motives for inventing this 
calumny. M. de Montmorin ttiought, on 
the contrary, that the wifeft plan was to 
deipife this clamour, and let it fall to t^ 
ground of itfelf ; but, as he faw that I was 
not difpofed to adopt tliat opinion, he 
eamellly befought me not to venture to 
ad in a matter fo e»;txemely hazardous, 
without having calmly refleded upon it^ 
My reflections were not long ; and the re- 
fult of them was, to give in a complaint to 
liie criminal tribunal againft (>rra and his 
accomplices j particularly . the Journalifts, 
who coatiibuted to fprcad the belief of the 
fable of the Auilrian committee ; ^namelvy, 
Briffot and Condorcet, the writers of the 

* Chro* 
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Chroniquc de Paris aad the Patriote Fran- 
cis ; but, before I afiually prcfcnted this 
accufation, I thought proper to fubrnk k 
to the kiag lind queen ; aad accordingly 
fent a copy for their confideration : I then 
difpatched a courier to Anet, whete thfe 
princcfs of Lambalte was, to iirfbrm her 
of what had happwicd ; ^andto enquire if 
ihe was acquainted ^th Richer de Sedfy^ 
and had fent him to invite ^Renaut St. 
Jean d' Angcly to attend a committee sx her 
houfe ; or if Ihe knew of any committee 
either held at her own houfe or in her 
apartment in the pakce« 

The new 4ay the king teturned the 
copy taf Bay complaint, with the ^following 
words written on^the -margin With his own 
hand : ' 

^* I read to the quisen 4tic complaint yew 
propofe giving in. We canndt miftake 
the mdjire which impels you ; and we ate 
fenfibly touched with this proof of yotlr 
attachment ; but we fear that it will ex- 
' pofe you to danger ; have a care"* I" 

. Thit 

♦ *< J'ai lu a la reinc fc proje| de pltunte. Nous nc pouvons 
j>a9 Bous me prendre fur le motif qui fuggere cette d-marche ; 

et 
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That fame day, I received exadly fuch ant 
anfwer as I expected from the princefs dc 
Lamballe : Ihe knew neither Richer dc 
Serify, nor RenautSt. Jean Angely j and 
had never in her life been of any com- 
mittee. 

I, wrote to the kiag, ' 

*' That no apprehenfion of, perfonal 
danger would ever influence me to defer 
cne moment any meafure which I thought 
. would be advantageous for his majefty.'* 
. In confequcnce of my determination^ I 
went to Buob, Juge dc Pqix^ who advifed 
me to carry this affair before the tribunal 
de Police CorrecHonclky which was then in 
force ; and to make my complaint be heard 
by the Juge de Paix Larividre, who was 
the mofl intelligent and beft difpofed 
member of that tribunal- 

I took his advice ; and, on my application, 
Lariviere ordered th© cafe to be brought 
before him, and witnefTes to be heard. 



ct iv>us> en ibmmes bxen vivement touches ;. mai& nous crajg- 
sons l*un et Pautrc cju'cUe ne vou« compromcttc ; prencz y 
bicngarde*** 



The 
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The next diy my complaint was puJb- 
li0ied^ in thie jourrials^ and fix thoufaiid 
copies were fold in the capital. This ft6p 
inade a very great imjireflionj diid ex-* 
cepting the Jacobins, who were enraged at 
being thus publicly expofed, ridiculed, iiid 
debafed^ all parties were pleafed ; l^ut thoi^ 
royalifts, above all, who had continued to 
attend at the palace, And affiduoufly to pay 
court to their majefties, and who, upon 
that account, had reafon to fear that their 
names would be inferted in the lift of the 
Auftrian committtee, announced to be pub- 
hflied. On the following Sunday^ there*, 
lore, as ibon as t appearfed at the king's 
levee, I received the cbmplittients ahdl 
thanks of many for what I had don6, 

A£t6r having hieard the depofition of thcs 
pirincefs de Lamballi, M* de Malouet, and 
Renaut St jfeaii d' Angely, and having in 
vain endeavoured to find out Richer de Se- 
rify *, M. Lariviere iffued a decree that 

Carm 

* Richer de Serify called on me about a month a^ter this 
iSair was entirely over, and aflured me that the invitation he 
had given to Renaut was a mere pfeaiantry of his own, to» 

v^flu IK ' N ^po£i 
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Garra ffiould appear before him. H? pre- 
iented himlelf accordingly, and declared, in 
his own defence, that he had been author 
rifcd by Merlin, Bazire, and Chabot, mem- 
bers of the Gomroittce of public fafety, ta 
bring forward the accufation againft Mw de 
Montmorin and M. Bertrand^ which had 
given occafion for this complaint* 

Upon this occafioh, a Jacobin, wljom I 
had formef-ly been acquainted with^ Called 
. on me, and endeavoured, in vain, to alarm 
me upon the confequences of this afiain 

" T&ofe who perfuaded you to under- 
take it," faid he, ** have given you very 
bad advice. I dare not tell you the extent 
of the danger which threatens yoii,** 

« Then I will tell you," anfwcred L " I 
am threatened with aflaffination, am I not? 
It is what I cxpeded," continued I, " and 
I am prepared accordingly. Here is an ex- 
cellent blunderbufs, charged with twentyv^ 

cxpofe the credulous vanity of t&e man^ in which the Ja- 
cobins had no part. This ihay be true ; but the contrary 
might naturally enough be bclievdd by thofe who were not in 
Scrify's confidence, gr who had no great opinion of his ^• 
Tacity, 

five 



PRIVATE MEMOIRS. i^^ 

five balls J and befidcs, here are four pair of 

piftolsy not to menttion my fword. My 

brother is as well prepared $ and I leave 

the reft to Providence : but whatever may 

be the confequences, I can blame nobody^ 

for I had no counfellprs/' 

. ** Well, it is altogether v^ty tmlucky bu* 

finefs,": faid he ; " but you might ftill turn 

it to advantage, and gain as many friends 

among the Jacobins as you have among 

the ariftocrates." 

: *' That wbuld be curious indeed,'* an- 

fwered L " Do you fcrioufly imagine it 

poffibler 

• ^? Not only poffible," faid he, " but very 

cafy, I will anfwer for it*" 

"But how is it to be done V\ replied I ; 
.*f:fcr jB^all nevtjr be able to guefs." 

*^ You have only td withdraw your 
com|>laint, declaring that your attack wa« 
piigtoadly direded againfl: a few individu- 
als : iniit iindii:]^ that it migbt inv-dve many 
^od patriots, whofeinteRtionI are honelt 
and praife-worthy, you therefore dfefift 
from all further profccution. By this 
N 2 means 
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means your ohje€t will be ieffedually ful^ 
iilled, without danger to yourfelf ; for you 
may be aflfured that the Auflrian committed 
will never more be heard of." 
^ •* So this is your advice ?" replied L 
" To which I anfwer, that were it in my 
^ower to follow it, I would not ; and 
Were it now in my inclination, I could 
hot, becauie the information is already 
^ven in to the court, and the judges have 
only to pafs fentence." 
' **Oh!'as for that," faid he, "means 
might be fallen upon to ftop the pro« 
ceedings." 

' " No. more, if you pleafe, on this fub- 
jedt," faid I, a little out of humour, . v 
; ** I beg," replied he, " that you niay 
take great care, fir, of what you ar^ 
about. This is a very ferious matter. -* It 
is only my attachment for you which leads 
me to give you this advice; for. nobody 
deiired iat to fpeaJc to you- upon the 
imfineib. I once more beg yoii will re-* 
fleO.'' 

''Yes, 
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^ Yes, yes," interrupted I, " I fliall re* 
fled. Give yourfelf no uneafmefs. I wifli 
you good morning." 

And fo ended our converfation. 

M. de Montrtiorin, feeing the good ef- 
feft my meafure produced, added his coni* 
plaint to niine ^ and a few days afterwards 
we jointly gave in an aceufation againft 
Merlin, Bazire, and Ghabot, who, accord- 
ing to Carra's t«ftimony , were the< real in- 
ftigators of our denunciation in the Ja- 
cobins. Upon this new complaint, La- 
riviere iflued an order to arreft Merlin^ B^- 
zire, and Ghabot : but unluckily he wai car- 
ried away by the defire of afting a great 
part, and of making Uimfelf remarkable ^ 
and in defian<je of every coiifidetaition of 
prudence,, he ^rew upon himfelf the> indigo 
aation of the aflembly, by executing the 
law in the moft difrefpedful manner againft 
thefe popular members, whom he caufed 
to be ralfed out of their beds, and brought 
before his tribunal at five o'clotk in the 
filorning. His pretence for this intonfi- 
de»te con^ud was,, th^t he wifhed:^o 
N 3 avoid 
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avoid interfering with their' attendance* on 
ithie aflembly, and fummoned theni at that 
early hour, that they might l?e at liberty 
when the afleihbly m^t. ' ' 

Thia hold atcsu^konthe dignity of na- 
tional repr^fentation might natur^Uy b"? 
fupp/pfed to excite th$ i»»ipa?i4veri]ion$ of 
tbei aflembly, and ftccordiagly I#j^riview 
was fummtfned to the bar to anfwfr 4br ^ 
cpnduft. He prefented hlmfelf with ft^adi^ 
nefs, and jnftified his proce€4ings>y an ^pt 
pe.al Jo the CQnftitution, which had n^pt 
t&MbMxed any diftin^ion i^ the ai^n|;^er of 
anelling perfons in diffetQnA (ituatioas, afi4 
therefore he could not prefyme tp infror 
^Juce any new form. . :. 

Thi$ tribute to the equality :^. ligbtji 
coiicifiafced the tribunes and part ^i iht »f- 
femWy: but unfortunately fot jbim^ ha 
dneisr upon himfelf the hatred of the rmr^ 
jbrity, by the cbntempt which his accounlfe 
of the depoifitions and eKaminatiob raiifedi* 
agttin^ the fable of tht^* A^^iaa c^vAnauitff^^- 
Haffot ^nd Genfonne eould not (iUdt^iet 
that i^aa Invention/ wjikb tfeey bad $]»^ 

ployed 
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pbyed fo fuccefsfully againft the courts 
Ihauld be treated ^s a ridiculous chimera. 
They did not fcruple to aflert, th^it the 
circurafti3uaccs ftated in the pxocefs were 
falfe ; juid they engaged to bring before the 
aflembly thp moft evident proofs of the 
reality of the Auftrian committee^ and gS 
the plots which were there planned. 

This repeat was adjourned for eight 
days. His uuyefly, in the mean time, af- 
fected with the danger which the iU- 
judged, though well-meant, zeal of M. La- 
riviere had drawn upon him, was defirous 
to affift him by every mea.ns in his power} 
for which purpofe, he fioq:imiffiQn€d the 
Minijire dc Jujltce tQ fend an order to the 
Accufateur Public for profecutin^ the in- 
ventors and propagators of the c^lum^y re- 
garding the Auftrian committee ; and h? 
fent a letter to inform the affeqibly of what 
he had done *. But this did not prevent the 
ftffembjy fronpi paffing a decree againft M, 
JLariviere, who was accordingly fent to the 

i^ ,57* :^ppen4il. No. IX. 

- N 4 piifon 
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pri£3n at Orleans, for having failed in re^ 
tp^Oi tp the (lotion in the perfon of its x^^ 
prefentatives. 

This truly honeft man fhared the fate of 
the prifbners who were fent to Orleans. 
AH were maflacred on the September fol- 
lowing, excepting fome domeftics, and an 
o^cer of artillery named Loyauty, who 
was grievoufly, but not mortally wounded. 

The report of Briflbt and Genfonne drew 
an immenfe concourfe to the affembly. 
Each of the reporters fpoke a long while, 
and were liilened to with attention : but 
inftead of the evident proofs they had an- 
nounced, their Ijpceches confifted of de- 
clamation, and afTertions unfupported by 
any proof at all. 

*^ Thefe are but words," was repeated 
from all fides. ^ • To the proofs^ to the 
proofs. Where, then, arc your proofs ?" 

The filence of the deputies, upon this 
f\immpns, raifed a general hifs and burfl of 
laughing ; and here thfe affembly broke up. 

^ few days after, M. de Montmorin aijd 

I puhliihed feparately eur anfwers to ^ef« 

5 reports. 
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f^ortSy which we fet in fuch a ridiculoq^ 
point of vieW) that from that time forward 
no journalift or motion-maker irentured to 
nipntion the Auftrian committee; and If 
any perfons afterwards, in private, attemfDK 
ed to fpeak of it ferioally, they were 
laugheda^ 
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'. M* H^et^T^m is.€ntru/Ief!.—J q^vyi 
the king to recommend bim to tbii.Baro^ de 
BreteuiL — His majejiys anfwer^ — Tbeef-^ 
feSl wbicb tbe unbappy tjjue of bis journey 
to Varennes bad produced on tbe king's 
mind^ witb refpeEl to tbe Baron de Bre^ 
teuiL — ^be powers witb wbicb bis majejiy 
bad entrujied tbat mintfier. — Tbe period 
and motives of tbeir revocation. — Caufe 
of tbe quarrel between Mejfrs. de Breteuil 
and Calonne. — Tbe king orders me to re^ 
cowimend Mallet'du-Pan to tbe Marecbal 
de Cafiriesj and to correfpond kvitb tbe 
former, — Mallet-^du-Pan being arrived in 
Germany y receives a credential under tbe 
king^s band. — Exbaufedfate of tbe civil 
li/l. — Secret loan. 

THE campaign was going to open j and 
although the king did not forefee all 
the ill confequences which would follow. 
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yet he looked forward to the w^r with v«y 
great inquietude. Above all, he apprehended 
that the victories, which he did not doubl 
would be gained by the Auftrians an4 
Pruffians, would rekindle the fury of thg 
Jacobins againft the priefts and J9obles wh<» 
remained ftiU in France.' 

The fears which his majefty exprefled ifl 
his letters to me, were the occ^fipn of my 
propofmg to him to fend a perfon of confix 
dence to the emperor and the king ojT 
Pruflia, to endeavour to prevail on them 
not to allow their armies to adl ofTenfively 
againft France, until they fhpuld be undef 
the laft neceffity of fp doing; and even ija 
that cafe to make the entrance of their 
armies into France be preced^ed by a manit 
fefto, in which they Ihould declare, *' that^ 
forced to take arms by an unjuft attack, 
tb^y di4 not impute that aggrelpon either 
tb the king or to t|ie French nation^ bwt to 
a criminal £siflipn which oppreffed both j 
confequently, far from departing from the 
fentiments of amity which linitp(J them to 
franc c, that their ijitentipn, 91J ^q con- 

tiary, 
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trary, was to deliver that nation from ty» 
ranny, and reftorc it to legal order and 
tranquillity ; that they had no view of in- 
terfering with the form of government, but 
merely to fecure to the nation the right of 
adopting that which fuited it the heft ; that 
all idea of, conqueft was foreign to their 
tTioughts ; that private property fhould be 
hy*thcm equally refpe€ted as national pro- 
perty; that their majefties took all peace- 
able and faithful fubjeds under their pro- 
teiSiion j that they confidered as their ene- 
mies thofe only who were the enemies of 
France^ namely, the fadion of Jacobins 
and all its adherents," &c, 

In confequence of the manner in which 
I had often heaird M. Malouet fpeak of 
Mallet-du-Pan, with whom I was not my* 
felf acquainted, I advifed the king to em- 
ploy him on this occafion, which could be 
done with the more fafety, becaufe he had 
never been at court, and wa,s little known 
to thofe who frequented it j and he might 
proceed toGefmany by the way of Geneva^ 
to which ^ity he was iii the ufe of making 

frequent 
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r 
frequent journies, and of courfe his depart 

ture wbuld create np fufpicion. . 

The talents, and probity of Mallet-du* 
Pan were not unknown to the king, who 
immediately agreed to my propofaK It 
would have been imprudent to have given 
him letters of credit, but at the fame time 
it was abfolutely neceflary that he flipuld 
have the. means of convincing the emperof 
and the king of Pruffia that he was really 
fent by Lewis XVI. In my letter to his 
majefty I therefore propofed to addrels 
Mallet-du-Pan to the baron de Breteuil; 
and I gave, as my reafon for this propofat, 
the powers which ^ as I had hear d^ that mi- 
niftier had received from the king. In an- 
fwer to this article of my letter, the king 
wrote in the margin, 

** Not at all He has no longer any 
powers from me : but you may addrefs 
Mallet-du-Pan, in my name, to the Mare- 
chal de Caftries, with the precautions you 
propofe, which are very neceflary *.'* 

♦ ** Point du tout. II n'en a plus, vous pouvez adreffer 
Ms|Ikt-du*Pan, dc ma part, au M^rcchal de Caftries, avecki 
prcQirutiona que vous propofez; eU<i font a^ceflaires.'^ 

This 
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• Tills anfwer recalled to mf ttiomotf 
marks of difpleafure which I had obferved 
in the king's tountenance, when the baron 
dc Breteuirs natne was mentioned in hii 
prefehce. One day, in particular, befbr6 
M. de Leffart and me, the folbwing fen- 
lence, pronounced in afn angry tone, efcaped 
him : 

" It was he that prompted us to take 
that curfed journey to Varennes.'* 

Having frequently fmce had the oppor- 
tunity of converfing with the marquis de 
Bouille, I once aiked an explanation of this 
exprfeflion of the king^becaufe it feemed to 
difagree entirely with the letter which the 
marquis wrote to the aflembly, after 
the king's return, in .which he took on 
himfelf the whole blame of that journey. 
M. de Bouille told me that he had written 
that letter, to turn the fury of the aflembly 
from the king and others, by arrogating 
the whole contrivance of the plan to him* 
Jelf, At the fame time he pofitively aflur^d 
«b», that the piroje£t of Varennes bad b£ett 
6 fell 
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firft proj^ofed by the barbn de Breteuil ; 
that the bilhop of Pamiers, being fent to 
hito by that minifter with a letter from the 
king, oft the CLid of 0£tober 1790, had in- 
formed him of the plan for the efcape of 
•the royal family to Montmedi, affuring M. 
de Bx)uille, that this was the only condition 
on which the emperor would take an adive 
part in favour of the king } and that the 
baron was the chief manager of the proje<St ; 
that he (the marquis de Bouille) had ff rong- 
ly objeded to it, reprefenting the difmal 
confequences that fo very dangerous a ftep, 
fiiight hare ; that it would b6 more advife- 
able to wait until the people in general, 
and the army ift particular, were entirely 
difabufed, and until the opinion of both 
ihbuld become more favourable for the 
king, which it ww doing every hour ; 
that by the inflaenbe which the famous af- 
fair at Nancy had giren td him over the 
troops and inhabiteftts o£ Alface and Lor- 
•taihe, he was contistc^d that he could have 
'made them adopt the white cockade, had he 
n6t been pwvenwd'by ej^refs ordcrs^ from 
his majisffty j-thsK^the bilkop«f Pamicrshad 

anfwered 
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zn£w&6d to all tbis^ that the king wds 
th&lutdj refbived tp follow this plan^ but 
that he would defer its execution until the 
^ring^ that M. de Bouille might have 
time to prepare eveiy thing neceflaryto 
infure fuccefs. After this, M, de Bouilld 
told me that he correfponded with the 
ling and queen, by the means of the baron 
de Ferfen and of the baronefs de Korpf ; 
diathe had frequently repewed his remon^ 
firances to their majefties and to M. dt 
Breteuil himfelf^ againft this perilous en^ 
terprife. 

M. de Bouille attributed its failure, Firft, 
To the fufpicions wl^ich arofe from the 
troops detached to prote^ the king^ re- 
maining too long on the road» This was 
omng to his departure from Paris having 
been deferred twenty-four hours longer 
than had been intended, of which M. de 
Bouille was not informed till after the de- 
parture of the different detachments*. 

Secondly, To the king*s having fdrgottea 
to order a courier or two, as had beeii 
agreed on, to fet out two hours before thti 
omiage itt which the royal family wete, 

oji 
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^h |)ul'po(e to inform the commanding of- 
fiters of the detachments and pofts- that 
were eftabliihed' on the rou^t. 

Thirdly, To the ftop occafioned by an 
accident that happened to one of the car-* 
riages between Paris and Ghalons* 

Fourthly^ To the detachment at the firft 
poft after Chalons having, been remo^^d 
before the royal family arrived-. ► The oft 
ficer who commanded, haVing waited ' an 
hour beyond the time he had calculated for 
the king's arrival, imagined that the icheme 
had been abandoned, and therefore re* 
moved hia troop *w 

' Withrcfpefl: txi the powers given to the 
baron de Breteuil-, I fhall report, word for 
word, what I was aflured of by two gen- 
tlemen, menibers (^ the council formed in 
Germany by thepiinces, the king's bro- 
thers, in the year 1792. Both of thefe 

^ M. de Bouin'(6*8 Jtflertions refpefting the failure of trf* 
plan for the king's efcape are confirmed j or at leaft fb^^igly 
fupportedy by- a ftatem^nt vrhieh that general made ^tlm 
the reports of all the ofi&cers employed, in its execution ; % 
pieqe equally carious And authentie, which I ihall give tt 
Iffngth at the tad of this chapter^ 

' VOL. 11. O ge&tlemea 
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gentlemen enjoyed the confidence ctf lh*l# 

royal highneflfes. , i 

When the baroii dti^^eteuil left Ver^ 

Taiiy, at tRe ^riod '6f M.* Necktr's recall, 

he was invefted ^th tbe powei: of treating 

with foreign courts^ and. of proposing any 

ineafuVe in tibc king's naiftei which, in his 

fe]^ink>n, tended to promote the.:re-efta«- 

lilHhmUht oF the royil authority, or of good 

6MiX in the Iditgdom* No advantage 

appe^i*6 to hkve been derived iifoih thife 

power, while he bad a right i to. make ufe 

"bf it: but it will aipplear, by -what fioflldwa; 

that he continued to employ it: When te 

was noloiiger authptifed ttoidc^^fo, ©nkfs he 

teceived new powers f^iai M^^majefty po£- 

. tieriof to the period in queffion, namely, the 

-inOnth*bf K?ay ^^^^2, in which caifelic will 

Ire' aWe to 5^ftify -hitofelf ccjinpletelj^, 

^hen -he ftiews %be^fet€)W^,-''6rfii-en^W«i 

^powers, as well^s the fi^^ which^ were /e- 

*^Ilcd« :. 1:. ^. : jc/:]^ ; • . . c • 

•*^'^ln July 1789, wheft^e^king t*fes%bl%eil 
paper to his hxothoxy^^iiay^/kits'yi^^ 



jmrnedbim lieweijant-gcn^r^lpf th^ ih^s- 
^onty and entnifted hm/^lih ^e ^ov^px^r 
snent, ia the c^Ie of hb being out of a 
Situation to ^xetcife hi^ anthorkijrv l^hflk: 
paper was aftervatds returned by Monfieur 
to the fcihg, in the year 1790* But wladi 
the royal family were freparing-tb iet out 
forVarennes, in June 1791, the klftg told 
M. ^e Ferfett,-who was in thfe fccret of the 
journey, that he would give to him a 
writing, to the faine effed with the former, 
to be' delivered to his Brptheflr Monfieur, 
to be hiade' ufe of 'by him in^afe the 
king himfelf . IhouM be flopped, aiid '■ de- 
prived of his authbrity. The hurry of his 
departure having prevented iiis maj'efty 
from writing this paper, he charged M, de 
Ferfen, who a<:<:ompanied him part.of thb 
WayJ to' goto Monfieur^ wherpver hcJ might 
ie, ata^'lnftrud him verbally of his pofitivfe 
intentions ; and to aflurehim,, that he (the 
king) 'woul^ -lend- f hie paper in queftion, 
Signed; by 'himfelf, as foon aS he fliould 
have it in his power to tranfmit it, 

o a M. de 
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M. de Fcrifen fiilfilled his commlfliotf^ 
tvhen he-joitied the princes at Bnixelles^ 
after the king was ftoppcd , on which Mon* 
iieur wrote to the baron de BreteuiL The 
letter was dated July 2, 1791. * That he 
had received pofitive informatioft: that it 
was the king's intention, that he, in con- 
jundion with his brother the count d'Ar- 
tois, jfhould treat with foreign powers re- 
ipefting the means of procuring the king's 
liberty, and whatever might concern the re- 
cftabliflxment of order and was for t^ie good 
of the ftate; confequently that the baron 
de Breteuil muft now confider the powers, 
which he had formerly been invefted with, 
as revoked ; and in future he muft take no 
fteps, for the king's fervice, but thofe pre- 
fcrJbed by the king' s brothers.' 

A few days after^ Mopfieur. received 
'thofe powers, in writing, from, the king, 
dated July 7, 1 79 1. 

The baron de Breteijil anfwered Mon- 
fieur, that he would foon join the pripces, 
and would a£t conformably to. their inten- 
tions. He accordingly met them at Bonn, 

* in 
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in their way tp CoWentas, He did not thca 
hefitate to acknowledge " that his powers 
Were revoked j" but he intreated Monfieur 
to leave him in poffeflTionof the writing 
containing theip, which he valued as the 
inoft honourable recompence of bis long 
fei^vices. At the fame time he gave his. 
word of honour to make no farther ufe of, 
it, and never to interfere in the affairs. I6f 
France or of the princes, but in conformity 
with the orders he might hereafter ffcceivc 
from them. 

Notwithftanding all this, and in fpite 
of the frefli orders from the king, de» 
Kvered to the baron by M de Viomenil, 
in the end of the year 1791, not to zQ, in 
any refped but in concert with the king's 
brothers and the marechal de Caftries, it is 
afferted, that after the fatal iftth of Auguft 
1 792, he recommenced a corrcfpondence, in 
the king's name, with the different courts, as 
if he had been invefted with frefh powers; 
and, that, without confulting the princes, he 
fent the vifcount de Caramah to Berlin, and 
l^be marcjuis dc Bombelles to Peterfbufgh j 
03 . but 
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Hit the empire^ formiHy yefufed tb ko 
knowledge him, and**- continued to treat 
with M. d'Eftcrha^y, wh© rej^tefented thft 
*prmces*'at the court of Ruffia, as thfe barpft 
de Roll did at the CQXkxt of Prufiia, 
: When the haron de Breteuil ftwmd that: 
the ki^^of Pruffia ai)d the emperor were 
determWd to acknowledge Monfieur re- 
,gent%f4he kingdom, he wrote to theii? 
aajeflfe^^that he wfis in ^QCTeflicn of very 
impdiPlLOT papers lipon that fubjedk j an4 
th^t he would join them at thq armies if 
iftiey w6uld^^uf][>end their refoiution till hi$ 
arfival. Atfl|^ fame time he .gave Mon* 
fieur to undferffarfd; that he would throw 
no obftacle iti the way of his regency, pro^ 
vided he would entruft him to fulfil the 
king's intentions refpeding the choice «f 
th4^ memberS^f his council. 

However, #he indirciaiy informed botji 
theSf majefties'and the princes, that it w&5 
the prefenc^'of M. de Calonne only which 
preveinted lifc immediately conc\irrin^ in 
their views? '^. 

Th0 
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The princes were embatrafled how to 
^ dd, when M. de Calonne, who had always 
declared that he would retire as foon as 
the princes were ready to enter France, 
faid to their highnefles, " That fince his at- 
tendance, which proceeded from motiyes 
of difmtereiled attachment only, was fttp«- 
pofed to form the lead [obftade to Moa^ 
fieur^s afluming the title of regent, he 
would, with their permiffion, retire for the 
prefent jV adding, *' that he was forry to 
find, that in fpite of the difpofition he had 
manifefled to conciliate the baron de Bre«* 
teuil, that gentleman ftill continued inimip 
cal." M. de Calonne then fet off, carrying 
with him the gratitude of the royal bro- 
• thers, and the efteem of many officers of 
the army. Baron de Breteuil arrived fooa > 
after at Verdun; and immediately began 
to ad as if invefted with the. whole autho- 
rity. He difregarded his former engage- 
ment ; and, in the name of the king and 
queen, oppofed the regency which was 
about to be declared. 

That minifters hatred againft M. de Ca* * 
Jpnne, and the prejudice which he raifed 
in the queen's mind againft him, oontri- 
VOL. lu * o 4 but€4 
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buted but too much to the revolution; 
therefore^ the origin of this fatal quarrel 
^cannot be confidered as foreign to thefc 
Memoirs. . I received a general account of 
it, dt' the time it happened, from M. de 
JMontmorin, who was an intimate friend of 
jyi. le Noir ; and the particulars were fincc 
xojnmunicated to me by M. de Calennc 
himfelf } and are as follows; 

In the year 1783, the baron de Breteuil 
and M. de Calohne, being called to the 
ininiftry about the fame time, formed be- 
twixt themfelves a treaty of alliance ; the 
•ftrid: obfervance of which would have been 
for the advantage of both. 

It was agreed, among other articles, that 
in cafe one of them fhould, at any time, 
imagine that he had juft caufe of complaint 
againft the other, he was diredly to come 
to an explanation. 

This good underftanding was kept up 
nearly two years, and contributed to give 
frefh vigour to the governmenr, which had 
fufFered great relaxation under an almoft 
uninterrupted fucceffion of weak minifters 
jBver fince the reign of Lewis the Four* 
teenth. 

This 
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This union was broken ' by a mifundcr^ 
(landing which took place between the two 
minifters, on occafion of an intiigue that 
was fet on foot to overturn M. dfc Calonne^ ' 
and put M. Fouion in his place* This 
Icheme was contrived by fome of the prinf 
cipal members of the parliament'; fome 
meetings about ut were held at the h6tel 
^e Choifeul; the duchefs of Gramraont 
feemed to connive at it, being eager to 
promote whatever might effe<9: a general 
overtiurn of the miniftry, in the hope of 
feeing her brother re-eftablifhed in his for- 
mer fituation. This mull appear the more 
fhocking, becaufe M* de Calonne had lately 
perfuaded the king to advance three mil- 
lions of livres to the duke de Choifeul, for 
two. years, without intereft, on condition 
of his giving a fufficient fecurity, that be- 
ing the only means of faving hhn from 
bankruptcy : the queen had firft fuggefted 
this, and afterwards promoted it by her in- 
fluence, in gratitude to the duke, to whom 
Ihe confidered herfelf as indebted for her 
Dtuation of queen of France. 

M. de Calonne had notice of Foulon's 
fcheme, through fome pf his friends ; and 

05 ' all 
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all the particulars were afterwards diA 
covered by the agents of police. M. le 
Noir, then lieutenant of police^ gave an 
account ifi his daily reports^ addreffsd to 
die baron de BreteuU, of every new drcum<» 
fiance relating to this affair. The king was^ 
or ought to have beea informed of it, as it * 
was the duty of the baron, in quality of 
minifter of Paris, to ky thefe reports before 
his majefty. 

Several days elapfed after the difcovery ' 
of the plot, without the king's taking any 
notice of it to M, de CaJonne, who wa«r 
furprifed on that account ; at laft, his ma* 
jefty not oiily fpokc of it, but reproached 
M. de Calonne for not having mentioned 
the affair to him, and particularly the in- 
trigues which were carried on at the hotel 
deChoifeul.' He anfwered, in his juftifi- , 
cation, that being convinced that the king 
muft be informed of every circumftance of 
it by the reports of M. le Noir, he had re- 
frained from fpeaking, in the hopes that his 
majefty would Ipeak fir ft, and condefcend 
to fhew fome intereft in a thing which con- 
cerned him fo much. 

Q ♦' TJierc 
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' ^* TTiere is aot a word of it in tte reports 
of M* le Noir, prefentcd to me by the baron 
de Bircteuiy' laid the king ; ^* and my rea^ 
ibn for npt mentionixiig the affair tiU to* 
day^ is merely beowafe I was ignolrant of it 
yefterday." # 

M. de Caloane, never imagining that the 
baron de Breteuil could have any motive 
for concealing this plot from the king, fitp^ 
pofed that his majefty had not read the re* 
ports with attention : he happened to have 
fome of them in his ppcket, which he igav^ 
to the king, who, qn reading them,.wa$ 
equally furprifed and difpleafed to find 
fafts there, of which he was, entirely unac-^ 
quaiijte^. He cohipared thefe with the 
reports of the fame date given him by the 
barori de Brfeteuil, 'and was extremely irri-^ 
tated on perceiving them entirely.differcntt 

M. de Calonne endeavoured t© juftify 
ills opjleague, who, he faid, could not in- 
tend to deceive hb naajefty^ hut had pro* 
bably only defared-megti wing the affair 
%i\\ it W9^ cleared Wpf 
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** That is no excufc," anfwereA the 
king, baftily ; " he ought never to give me 
a falfe, or an unexad report ; and I defire 
you will order M. le Noir, in my name,,, 
to fend the reports henceforward diredly 
to jne," 

M. de Calopne, after having in vain re- 
prefenied to the king how very n>uch this 
would mortify the baton, who muft look 
upon it as a difgrace, excufed himfelf from 
undertaking the commiflion, faying it w^s 
not the province of the minifler qf financQ 
to tr^nfmit his majefty's orders to the lieu- 
tenant of police : if, therefore, he were to 
be the carrier of that order> the baron 
would accufe him of being the fuggefter 
of it. But if his maJQfty perfift^d in his 
intention, it would he better that he gave 
the order himfelf to M. le Noir^ either ver- 
bally ^or in writing, 

• '' Well,'' faid the king, « oiily defire 
le Noir to addrefs one* of his reports to 
me ; and, jifter receiving it, I fhall writ-e to 
him to continue to ilfnd diem always tf> 
jpe* In the meaii time, I'll fpeak to the 

baron 
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i>aron de BretemI ; but, until then, do 3tau 
lay nothing to him of wHat has pafled.'^ 
' M.'le Noir, in obedieflcfe to ^he king^s 
orders, notified by M. de Calonnc, nejxt 
day addreffed fehereporr of the police di- 
redly to his majefty. ^ 

On the fiime day, the king wrote tQ 
le Noir the letter which he had agrese^ 
Upon with M**de Caldnne, enjoining, him 
to contihue to addrefs th6 reports direflsly 
jto:him, till farther orders.. The valet 
charged with this letter, not fiiiding M, le 
Noir at home, unluckily went to the baron 
de Breteuirs hotel,' where he mside himfelf 
be announced de la part du Roi^ on which 
the .folding doors of the apartment where 
the baron was were thrown opieri, accords 
ing to cuftom, and the nieflenger entererd. 
i . The mini^eir was tranfaftingbufincfs with 
the lieutenant of police : he advan^ced widl 
eagernefs to receive the king's letter'; but 
waslold that it was for M. le Noir: M, le 
^oirtookit, and modcftly put it iato his 
pocket, ':i .\ - 
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<^ Read it, read Tcmr letteir,'' ikid th4 
baron, in an imperioud tone. 

" Ifhall read it at home, fir,'* aiafwcre4 
M^'leNoiri 

^* No, BO, fir, when a lieut?enaht df^ police 
receives a letter from the king, he ougirt to 
read it inftantly; and e?ery thing elfe 
muft be pbftponed*** 

M. le Noir no longer hefitated ; and, 
having read the letter, he was again going 
to put k into hid pocket, when thebaren 
aiked him drily what the contents were. 
.. ^^ I am not authorifed to communicate 
them, fir,'* anfwered M. le Noir. 

" And pray, fir,*' faid the baron, " hovir 
long is it fince you began to receive letters 
irom the king?" . . 

« Thb is the firft;* 
.. ^' And has the^king forbid you ta coni« 
Ifaunicate it ;to rae r* ^ . 
; .^^ No, fir, but • I ■" 

f^But^ but," faid the barony "-^aletti* 
from . the king to the lieutenant of -pbRcc 
ought not to be a fecret to the minifter^ 
Paris.'* 
- r " ISaying 



' SAyiHl^ tltlsv'^^^^^tci^Tlu letter from 
M. le Noir, before he was aware, and jrewl 

Ir,' •-' ■■'■ '. :'■ i- .' .••.„:-: : 

srJtfHb*?: longySir" fad the barony {*lia«t 
■^libeeti<ia'tlie hoilnt of iendin)^ ymacwt- 
ptftt4'tttlh5«niaje%?" ■■ '. ... -toli 

• ' « -riiate caty fent <orit,'^ ajiftrawd fe 
^oir, "-■ - • ' ■'■■ ^ ■'■- ■ y-*-» :j^ '•■»-■ 

"And for what reafon^if you pieaft>:fi#, 
'didyoafeftdthttimef*'^ < -' .• 
> " Becflfufe i reQ«i>«>ed an -brd^^ l^obm '4kis 
inajefty^tir fo doing." ' -'■ ' ' •■ 
'■■■ «* By w'h6mdid'you^eie*We<fceofaerf* 
' -*<^I"ain not at "liberty *eV'ei»^<>fl'»*»^ ''' 
- «« Akri^ is fe fecre*, *« *tt Ytty. twS, 
'^fi^, «ia!i?8 ftifficitifttf !1«« ttuiH-fce/' ■ \' 

drewV leaving the miiuAer widlendy Agidit- 

ed and iA TerybaoihsniMmr, .. 

As roosL as Mi le Ndr:«ni$^ gon^, ijke 
~l>a(rotti c^d«red ys^aitmge,.and dcove-.to 
r V«il&iiiii». . fie.-ali^iBdatdiie hobdMM. 

^ ^«rg4npilie»,:'vrhnhir'hei&:iiilfr )belietged cto 
ciia^ve been f the. inftigafidr^of -idle fltiofcttfiifia-- 

tioh^he hafl.']naisivctit;l)AJid/lie IcO^i^ai^d 
• ? 6 of 
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of the ibjuiy id tftc toptt vehcmfeaf 

But as the king had not Md a fingle word 
to M* de Vergehnes oh this fubjc£t, that 
jnidiib^r was aftonifhed at the balron's emo-» 
tion, and could not give .him this leaft ex- 
planation J fo that he returned to Paris as 
much in the dark, ind more diflatisfied 
Ahm when he kft it 

M. de Calonne being informed of this 
.fceneby Ml dcVerg^nee^ on whom hfe 
called a few minutes aftier the baron had 
left him, i/nioediately <Hipatched a courier 
to M. It, Noir^ defiring him to give the ba- 
ron an exa<% account of aU tharhad paffed* 
The latter, ftill impatient to cle^ur.up the 
myftery^ arrived at the ^Hotel de Police 
ftbout an hour after M. de Calonne's 
courier; and, immediately on his begin- 
r ning to queflion M^ le Noir,^ the letter 
. was conimunicated to him; ahd he wis 
. afterwatds infornxed Of every circumftande 
by that gentleman, who. repeated word for 
" wm'd the converiation with the king as 
' M« de Calonne had:reprefented it to hioi; 

The 
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The baron, who had been for two days 
It prey to doubts and furmifes, was now 
fully conyihced that a plot hz^ been formed , 
ibr his ruin ; and, however cleat and na- 
tural the rdation which M. le Noir jiiade 
to him was, he could perceive nothing in 
the whole of it but what his prejudice 
and refentment was in feai'ch of^ namely, 
treachery and an enemy. From that 
.moment, the baron breathed hatred and 
vengeance againft M. de Calonne. In- 
ftead of deflring an explanation acco/d« 
ing to their mutusJ agreement, he only 
thought of the means of revetiging this 
fuppofed treachery. With this view, he . 
reprefented the aSair to the queen as a 
piece of malice levelled at her majefty : that 
M, de Calonne, from his intimacy with M. 
le Noir, and having the direftion of the 
reports of the police all addrefled to the 
king, would have the queen herfelf, in a 
great meafure, in his power ; and might 
give fuch a reprefentation of even her moft 
innocent adions as would entirely ruin heir 
in the king's efteem. 

vol; XI, p The 
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The queen, whp ^ad no knowledge of 
the motives for, the order given to M, le 
Noir, yielded implicit faith to the baron de 
Breteuil's fuggeftions. Of courfe (he was 
extremely irritated againft M. de Calonne j 
and went diredly to the king's apartment, 
where ihe complained to his majefty, with 
great bitternefs, of that minifter, and of M. 
le Noir. The king fell a laughing ; and af- 
fured her, " that there was not a word of 
truth in the abfurd ftoty which fhe was fo 
fimple as to be alarmed at." 

This affurance was far from undeceiving 
the queen j Ihe inflexibly repelled every 
explanation tending to juftify M. de Ca- 
lonne ; and remained firmly convinced 
that he had formed the rafh defign of 
which the baron de Breteuil accufed him. 

In this manner, that princefs was made 
the inftrument of an unjuft vengeance ; 
and, from that period, {he took every, op- 
portunity of injuring M. de Calonne. Ah ! 
could fhe have forefeen the fatal confe- 
.quences of his difgrace which fhe was fo 
earnefl in accelerating. 

Return- 
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Returning to the conimiffion of Mallet - 
Idu Pan, I muft now relate the precautions 
which the king had defired me to uft re^ 
fpeding the letter I was to give to him fot 
the marefcfaal de Caftries : this letter was 
open, without addreft; and fo contrived^ 
that in cafe of his being irrefted, and 
the letter found On him^ and feat to 
the afTemblji nothing in it would havebe*^ 
trayed that it was intended for any other 
than Mallet du Pan himfelfi 

This letter was of courfe very vague^ 
and apparently infignificant^ particularly 
as I knew very little of Mi de Gaftries^ and 
had never written to him before ; it was 
conceived dearly in the fubfequent terms : 
** The bearer of this letter, fir, is in^ 
trufted by, and acquainted with the views 
of a family to whom yDU are much at- 
tached. With the fulleft reliance on yout 
ieal, I recommend him to yoli: he has 
undertakeh this joiirney for the ferVlfce of 
that interefting family; and, I am con- 
vinced, that when he acquaints yoU i;^ith 
pa the 
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the affair in queftion, you will fupport liis 
tiews by crery means in your power/* 

M. Mallet du Pan was particularly de* 
fired to recommend to the foreign powers 
fteref to place the emigrants in the fc»re^ 
Sioft itmks) but rather to employ them in 
gttrifon. This recommendation was at-- 
fiibtrted to the apprehenfions which they 
fbppGfed had been fi^efted to ihe king of 
the extravagant claims which the emigrlntft 
might make if his majefty was reduced 
to the hi^miliatibil of owing the re^eftablifh- 
ment of his authority to their f^vices* 
Although I am not ignorant that arts were 
tifed to infpire both the king and qUeen 
with this odious jealoufy, I mufl do theni 
the juftice to declare, that I never obferved 
the flighteft trace of it in their majefti^ 
Vn the contrary, I always remarked ia 
them every indication of friendfliip for th^ 
princes, and the warmeit concern for the 
French nobility : above all, they evinced 
the utmoft horror at the idea of a civil war* 
The king's moft ardent defire was, that th^ 

emigrants 
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emlgrahts might relum Into-Ftadce wldiout 
bearing the reproach of faaviag fhed a drop 
of their countrymen's blood* 

I had contrived a cypher, which k was- 
quite impoflible to make out, without Aen 
Jcey, which was known only to Mallet da 
Pan, myfelf,and M.Malouet, with whom the 
former was direded occafionally to corre- 
fpond, to prevent the fufpicion which might 
have arifen from a great many letters from^ 
Germany being addrefled to me. It was , 
agreed, that as foon as M; Maloutft £bould 
receive a letter, he was dire^ly to coo* 
municate it to me;' and (hat I fhould 
tranfmit a copy of it to the king, as well as 
of all the letters f£om Mallet du Paa diat 
catae addreifed to myfeif. 

A few days after the arrival of Mallet du' 
Pan in Germany, and after his firft con* 
ference§. with the dyke of Brunfwick, and 
with the minifters of the courts of Vienna. 
And of Berlin, he wrot? to me, that he had 
reafon to be iatisfied with the reception he ] 
had met with from M. dcGaftries, who 
had given hiip very favourable letters of 
P 3 recom- J 
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recommendation ; but as his commiflion 
wasJ only fupportcd by a letter from me, 
and as my intimacy with the king was not 
known in Germany, he feemed only to be 
attended to from deference to M. de CaA 
tries ; and, that there was fo much circiim-- 
fpedion and referv'e maintained, that he 
could promife himfelf no fuccefs unleis I 
could contrive to fend him, by a fafe con-> 
v^yance, ^ few words written by the king 
himfelf* He did not require this paper to 
be figned, as the king^s writing was known 
by thofe for whom it was intended. I fent 
the contents of this letter to his majefty, 
and propofed to him to write the following 
woi'ds on a very fmall flip of 'paper : 

" The perfon who prefents this paper, 
knows my intentions, and credit may be 
given to what he fays in my name.^' 

The poft was a fafe enough conveyance 
at that time, as the cuftom of flopping and 
opening letters was not yet introduced. 
The letter intended to contain this writing 
was not folded or fealed in any way which 
^puld attraft the^ attention of the fpies 

isrhich 
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which the aflembly kept In the poft-ofHces :• 
it, was not to be fent to Mallet du Pan up- 
der his own name, but under the aflumed 
name of a German banker. My letter waa 
not in cypher, and did not contain a word 
of public affairs, or of the king's, but only 
the circumftantial account of a conteft fup- 
pofed to have taken place betwixt the part- 
ners of a commercial houfe ; the matter in 
queftion was to bring the affair to an ami- 
cable concluflon, through the mediation of 
the German banker, to whom this letter 
was fuppofed to be written. 

When the king read the above letter, he . 
no longer apprehended any danger fram 
fending the few lines I delired ; he accord- 
ingly wrote them, and the letter was dif- 
patched to Mallet du Pan* It produced 
the d^fired effed j for when the duke of 
Brunfwick and the minifters from the^ 
courts of Vienna and Berlin faw the writ- 
ing attefted by M. 4e Caftries, to be in the 
king's own hand, they no longer hefitated 
to explain, themfclves refpefting' the plan 
P 4 of 
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of a manifefto wbkh Mfillet du f^ii prov 
pofed to them. 

Byery article of it was difcufllsd with 
liim, and the firft intentioa w^s to adopi 
it } but, ?it the opening of the campaign, 
the dul{:e of Brunfwick m^de confiderablc 
akerationa in the m^nilisifto ; the fSkGt of 
which did not aniwer hh iQtentions* Hi$ 
menaces were laughed at, except by the 
lew who bad the iimplidty to imagine that 
his triumphant army woul^ be at the gate^ 
of Paris in eight days. But, in general, £q 
far from infpiring terror and repreffing fe- 
dition, this iU-judged manifefio excited the 
moft lively indigtiatioQ j and the king wa!^ 
fuppofdd to. have fuggi^cd thofe article^ 
which regarded the (afety of his own per-- 
Ibn and family. 

If Mallet du Pan had beeii prefent when 
the alterations in the tnanifeftp were pro^ 
pofed, he would hav^ certainly reprcfentedf- 
all the ill effe<a they were likely to pro- 
duce ; but he was then in Switzerland^ 
having confidercd Jiis iniffipa a« entirely 

con- 
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C6Qcli|de4 ^hen hh plan of a manifefto 
Jiad been, ^.pproved of «nd a^arentlf 
adopted. When I heard of his departure 
from Germany, I wrote to him by the 
king's Qi^ders, defiring him to return to 
frankfort ; but neither, that letter, nor 
one which I wrote a few day* after, 
with freih inftrudions, ever were received 
by him} and I am ignorant >yhat h^w 
i:ame i:>S them. But into whatever hands 
they fell, nothing could be made of them, 
being both written in cypher, and ad^ 
drefled to one of his a0umed names* 

As it wa^ by no means proper tp. allow 
Mallet du Pan to make (p long a journey 
at his own, expence, the king authorifed m^ 
to give him this fum of two thoufand 
crowns, which he thought too much, and 
would only rieceive on conditipn of hi$ 
keeping an account of his expences, aiid 
yeturnjng the remainder. 

The civil lift was, at this peripd, greatly 
pxhawfted by the ppormpus expence which 
the clothing, §cc. pf the king's new guards 
©ccjifipned j alfo by the afliftance granted 

to 
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to feveral gentlemen who h^d been ruined 
by the revolution, and by M. de la Port's 
daily payments for fecret ferviccs. 

His majefty having expreffed to me 
fomc uneafmefs upon the impending failure 
of the civil lift, Iconfidered in what man- 
ner I could procure a fum of money, which 
wfe3 by no means an cafy matter in the 
prefent circumllances, becaufc the king 
could not then take up money by any- 
public adl without extreme danger. 

Luckily, I was informed by one of my 
brothers, who was a knight of Malta, that 
the order to which he belonged ftill re» « 
taincd in their pofleffion the eight hundred 
thoufand livres which they had cnga^d to 
pay for the contribution patriatique^ on 
condition that the national aflembly would 
decree the inviolability of the property be- 
longing to that order ; but as this decree 
never had been pafled, and very probably 
never would, that money was ftill, at the 
difpofal of the order, Thefe confiderations" 
appeared to me fufficient to induce the 
prder of Malta to lend his majefty part of 
5 thQ 
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die fum deftined for the payment of tho 
patriotic contribution ; and I commiffioned 
my brother to make the propbfal to the 
commander, who was procureur general 
of the order. He very readily agreed to 
it, and it met with no obftacle from the 
baillie de Virieu, whofe confent was alfo rie- 
ceflary, as he was at that time ambaflador. 
of the order in France* In flxort, after a; 
negQtiation of two days, Iliad it in my 
power to fend the king a fum of five hun- . 
dred thoufand livres, at the moment whea 
he leaft expected it. His majefty gave me 
a receipt, made out in my name, under 
which I wrote, " thiat the fum was lent me 
hy the order of Malta, according to my 
agreement with the procureur generaL'^ 
This paper I kept with great care, in a fc^ 
cret and fafe pla<;e, till the lothof Auguft, 
I then returned it to th*t hrave aqd loyal 
cjievalier. 
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M. de BmiM s Jlatemint of the kin£spt^^ 
ncy from Cbalgns to Varennesy wbctt bis 
mof^y and the royal family left Paris to 
go to Monimi/U. 

^^ \n coiifeqHeiiee of the king and 
queen's order, M. 4e Bouille informed M, 
dc Goguekts, an officer of rank, of their 
maje^es' intmtxon to go to Montmidt , and 
the arrangements he had made to receive 
. them* ^ That olBcer had been feat to Farit 
a little before the king left it, and^ brought 
hi9 maje%'s defitikiTe orders to die gene< 
raf; in obedience to which.be had ordered 
|ML de Goguelas to reconnoitre the different 
jpofts on their route, and to wait perfonaify 
for their majefties at Pontfommeville, the 
firft poft after paffiiig Chalons, and three 
leagues beyond that town, M. de Go- 
guelas carried a written order from the 
king, for the commander of the detach- 

xpent at Chalons to obey M» de N-^ -, 

who was to arrive there- twelve hours be- 
fore the royal family. M. de N- 
himfelf was authorifed by his majefty to 
deliver the orders of M. de Bouille to each 
officer commanding a detachmenf on this 

fiprvicc, 
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lervice, and at the fame ^me to give t&em 
jMuticobu? orders conformable to ^ny ^new 
ckcumfiaace which might liave ocdurred 
fmce that general had fornied Ins pjaau. 

*« M. de N or M* de Goguchis 

were to arrive at each poft from Pontfomine^ 
ville, at a proper timefarevious to the royed 
family^ to give the cDnunanding cfficec& 
timely notice that the troops^ aaod everything 
elfe neceffary for the i|)e€dy and fafepaflkgfe 
cf the carriages, fhould be in readinefs aQ 
the way } M. de BouySe, m the nasati 
time, being in a central pofition, that he 
might have it in his power td protect tfae 
*oyal family^ in cale of neceffity. 

" Agreicable to thife pkiq, M, de Oogiie- 
las had left Varennes to^ to Pfeiftfortitee- 
viUeon the 20th of June, with forty huf- 
farsof the regiment of Laufim, on the pre- 
text of efcorting a large fum of money ex- 
pefted for the ufe of ttie troops. Tbefe 
huflars were under the command of M. 
Boudet, a lieutenant* "Hiey pafffed the 
night of the aoth at St. Mendioult, and ar- 
rived on the 2 ift at Pontfommeviilfe. fVmy 
dragoons dNhe regimem l:i0yal,.comfl^nd- 
.6 ed 
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cd by M. d'Andouin their captain, arriveil 
on the fame day at St. Menehoult* A 
detachment of a hundred dragoons of the 
regitaent of Monfieur, and fixty of the 
Tegiment royal, came on the 20th to Cler- 
mont, on pretence of going into canton^ 
ments at Moufon on the Meufe, but with 
orders to rem2un,on the 21ft, at Clermont. 
They were under the command of M. de 
Damas. Sixty huffars of the regiment of 
^aufun, commanded by M. Rodwel a lieu- 
tenant^, were polled at Varennes; a hun*- 
rdred of the fame tegiment, under the eom^- 
jnand of M. DeflcMig, at Dun j fifty of the 
regiment of Royal AUemand, under M. 
Guntzer, were placed at Moufe, a village 
between Dun and Stenai. This laft were 
intended to have efcorted the royal family 
all the way to Montmidi, where his ma- 
. jelly would have found feveral regiments 
ready to form an encampment, which fome 
others, already on their march, were to 
join on the 21 A and 22d« Some of the 
commanding officers of thofe detachments 
were privy to the plan ; the others were in 
hourly ejcpe^ation of meeting with the mi- 
litary 
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Ktary cheft with the mooey. They had 
orders to hold their troops in coniUcit 
readinefs, to watch attentively over every 
occurrence that .fhould take place at their 
refpedive pofts. A courier, who preceded 
the carriage of the royal family fome hours^ 
was to give thefe commaading officers 
timely notice of the king's arrival. 

" The orders figned by the king, and tp 
be prefented fucceifively to each detacb- 
ment by M. de N- and M. dc 

Goguelas, enjoined the officers and folr 
diers to efcort the king and his familjf, 
and to i^fe every means in their power 
for. their protection. Thofe two gen- 
tlemen were to inform the king, when 
he arrived at Pontfbmmeville^ of the dif* 
pofition of the troops intended for his 
efcort, and his majefty was then to give 
them orders refpedingthe manner in which 
he wiihed to continue^ his route. 

" In cafe the king thought proper to let 
himfelf be known, each detachment was to 
keep clofe to the carriage all the way, till it 
was relieved by the fucceeding detachment 

at 
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at the new pod : but if the king prefbrcd 
remaining incognito^ hie carriage was to pa6 
for that which carried the ailitary cheft. 
The cktachments were to fall behind at 
convenient diftances, to give the king's 
party time to change horfcs without fuf- 
picion; at the fame time not to lofe fight, 
or to be at too great a diftance f6r giving 
nffif^ance in cafe of need, ta either of 
thofe fu|>pofition8, the officers who com«- 
Manded the detachments were to be inform* 
*d by M. de Choifeuil or Goguelas, A the 
, king's arrival at each poft, that his majefty 
was in the carriage : but it was only in cafe 
he did not think it neceffary to preferve the 
incognito that the private men of the de- 
tachments were to be informed* All Ae 
detachments were to proceed to Montmidi, 
after the king's paflage, with all poffible ex^ 
pedition, except that at Pontfomme'ville, 
which was to flop at St. Men6hOult for 
eighteen or tWenty hours, on purpofe to 
prevent any perfon, of whatever defcrip- 
tion, from proceeding during that time. M* 
de Bouille was to take meafures, during the 

fame 
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lame period, for preventing dny itftelli- 
gence from arriving at his camp ; and by 
this means fecured to the detachment at St. 
Meiiehoult a fafe retreat to Montmedi. 

" As the crofs road from Varennes to 
Dun was bad, M. de Bouiile had the prer 
caution to place ^ fuflicient number of 
horfes at the former, that the king, on 
his arrival, might find no difficulty or 
retardment to prey eat his proceeding to 
Dun. Thofe horfes belonged to M. de 

N— , and were fent on the pretext of 

carrying his camp-equipage to Moufon. 

When M. de N went to Paris to 

ireceive the king's orders, he had given 
. directions to an officer of his regiment 
irefpeding thofe horfes, which were to fet 
out on the i7th of June, that they might 
be at Varennes on the 20th, and there re- 
main till farther orders* This arrangement 
had been fettled, on the fuppofition that the 
king would leave Paris on the ipth, as was 
at firft intended : but. a woman in the fpr- 
vice of the Dauphin, and. known to be a 
violent democrate, being to finifli her 
VOL. II. Q^ weekly 
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weekly attendance on the 20th, it wa^ 
thought prudent to 4efer the departure of 
the royal faimily till fhe fliould be out , of 
the palace j of tourfe they did not fet out 
till the 20th, at midnight. M. de Bouille 
was informed of this alteration by a letter 
from the king, which, however, he did not 
receive before the 15th, in the evening, 
and immediately fent orders to the regi- 
ment royal and that of Monfieur, both 
dragoons, to begin their march a day later 
than had been formerly direded, on pur- 
pofe that they might be at Clermont only 
one day previous to the arrival of the royal 
family : but unfortunately the oflScer, en- 
trufted with the dircdion of the horfes, 
which were faid to tranfport M. dc 
N~— 's camp equipage, negleded to give 
frefh orders to thofe who conduced them 
to Varennes, and of cotirfe they arrived at 
that town one day fooner than was intend- 
ed. The prolongation of their ftay created 
thofe fufpicions which afterwards proved 
*b fatal. Thofe horfes were not placed 
where it had been agreed upon they IhoWd j 

and 
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fend when thofe who were charged. with 
the placing them arrived at Vairennes, the 
fufpidons which had arifen oft their ac- 
count had es^cited fuch a fermetijCation, that 
it would not have been prudent to have at-« 
tempted any alteration^" 

the fepi>ft of M. Boudet. 

** The detachments arrived in preclfe 
time at the place of their deftination* The 
huflars of the regiment of Laufun came to 
St, Menehoult on the 20th of June ; the 
officer quartered them at the inn, but he 
negleded to give the ufual information to 
the magiftrates of the place Relative to 
their route and quarters. This ©ccafioned 
a good deal of furprife and fpeculation in 
the town, which were augmented by the 
arrival of a detachment of the king's re^- 
ment of dragoons in the morning of the 
^ift. The impreffion which thecohduft 
of the officer commanding the huflfars left 
on the minds of the inhabitants, made 
them watch the dragoons with jealous eyes. 
0^2 They 
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They even attempted to take their atmS 
from them. 

" The king left the ThuiUeries on the 
4oth, at midnight. His carriage broke 
down near Chalons. That accident detaipi- 
ed him feveral hours. The royal family 
were expeded at Sommevelle about three 
o'clock in the afternoon of the 21 ft. Al- 
though M. de N-^ and M. de Goguelas 

had calculated that they would arrive about 
that hour, it was certainly their duty to re- 
main there all that day with the detach- 
ment of huflars, the inftruftions to whofc 
commanding officers bore, that the convoy 
they were to efcort would pafs in the courfc 
of that day : neverthelefs, when th'ofe two 
gentlemen faw no appearance of any cou-^ 
rier, or of the arrival of the royal family, , 
they ieft Sommevelle at five o'clock in the 
evening, carrying the whole detachment 
from that important poft, from whence the 
directions to all the others were to originate. 
It is to be hoped that thofe two officers had 
very ftrong reafpns for condu(3;ing thiem- 

^ felves 
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fclves in this manner,, which, however, 
have never been fully made known. It 
has.beeU'faid, that what chiefly determined 
them . was certain mark$ of inquietude and 
commotion whicl^ began to appear amon^ 
the people, ia the country, the confe^ 
.quences of which they thought might 
prove dangerous to . the kin^ and roya,! 
family, 

, " Meflrs, de N ■ " ancj Gpguelas 

withdrew the troops from Sommevelle at five 
o'clock in the evening, and their majefties 
arrived there an hour after, finding neither 
the troops they expedted,- nor the two per- 
;foii8 whp had bee^ entrufted with their in- 
ftrudtions, who were ta a£t as couriers, an4 
to give orders, fignafe, and diredions to the 
troops diftrihuted at; the different pofts^ 
.Their m^gefties, however, proceeded with^- 
out any retardment to St. Menehoult, while 
the detachment which had left Sommevelle 
fell hack to Varennes, By a fatality that 
leems to have invariably accompanied th? 
jcing, the commanding officer of the de- 
'^achment^ not choofipg to return to ^t;. 
0^3 Mcnehoult| 
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Mcnehoult, where he had been ill reeeived 
the day before, inftead of keeping to the 
high road, by which means he would have 
joined the royal family, ftnick into a ctoh 
road, where he loft his yay, as alfo did the 
two perfons entrufted with the king^s or-, 
ders : fo that none of them reached Va-» 
rennes until an hour after their majcfties 
had been arretted. 

** The royal family had come to 'St, 
Menehoult without any preceding courier, 
tVhen they flopped to change horfes at the 
poft-houfe, the commanding oflScer of the 
detachment of dragoons, fuppdfing that 
thofe were the carriages which it was his 
duty t(y efcort, ordered the foldiers to 
mount, that he might fulfil the objeft of his 
miffion. He met with a decided oppo^ 
Tition from the inhabitants, and the ft'ables 
were occupied and guarded by the national 
guards of the town. 

" The king not feeing thofe he expeded, 
looked out of^the carriage with the utmoft 
uncafinefs, and made many inquiries con<»- 
Cerning the roadt He was recognized by 

a poft^ 
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a poftillion, who immediately ran and in«. 
formed the poft-mafter^ The king's jour- 
ney was not, however, flopped j he went on 
to Clermont, while the ppft-mafter of Su 
Menehou^t difpat(?|ied his fon to Varennes^ 
to give notice of his majefty's approach, 
that meafures might be taken to flop him. 
The king changed horfes again ajt Cler- 
mont, and was fuffered peaceably to take 
the road to Varennes. M, de Damag, who 
commanded the royal dragoons and thofe 
of Monfieur, expected the arrival of the 
courier every moment, according to agree- 
ment, and he kept his troops in readinefs, 
but had not been able to make any other 
preparations for the arrival of their majef- 
ties. However, on being ijiformed that 
two carriages, of which they gave him the 
defcription, had changed horfes at the poft- 
houfe, he had no doubt of their being thofe 
of the king and queen. He immediately 
gave orders to his dragoons to mount. 
The diftrid: and municipality of the place 
were alarmed, and he was defired to give, 
an account of this unexpeded orden M. 

<L4 <Jc 
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de Damas, without returning an anfwcr, 
fet fpurs to his horfe, ordering his dragodns 
to follow him: but they, yielding to the 
threats and intreaties of the nationa? guards, 
bafely defeHed their commanding officer. 
M, de Damas purfued alone the road to 
Varennes, and arrived a few minutes after 
their majefties, 

" The fon of the poftmafter of St. Mene- 
hoult got the ftart of the king by fome 
hpurs. /His departure from that town had 
been obferved by one of the quarter- mat- 
ters of the regiment royal, who was in the 
fecret, and who, fufpeding the young man's 
intentions, found means to efcape the 
watchful obfervations of the populace^ and 
of his own companions, ■ and purfued the 
fellow, in order to prevent his fatal defign. 
He followed him for about a league : but 
being afraid to pufh his horfe, which had a 
great way to go, he, did not overtake him ; 
and the fellow, perceiving himfelf purfued, 
fuddenly quitted the high road, efcaped 
into the woods, and through unbeaten 
tracks, known to himfelf, proceeded to Va- 
rennes. 



PRIVATE MEMOIRS, ^33 

rennes. He arrived betwixt ten and elevea 

•o'clock at night, and, with as little noife as 
poffible, he awaked every perfbn he thought 
neceffary for his projeft, and barricaded 
with carts and waggons the bridge of Va- 
rennes, which feparated the ville haute from 
the ville bajfe. 

** In the midft of thefe preparations their 
majeftles arrived at the vilk haute^ and flop- 
ped at the firft houfe, in hopes of finding 
frefli horfes ready for them : but in this they 

•were difappointed ; the horfes intended for 
them were ftill at an inn on the oppolke 
fide of the bridge. M. de Bouille had ffent 
his youngeft fon and M. de Raigecourt to- 
Varennes on the morning of the 21ft, with 
orders to make the* neceffary preparations 

' for the king's arrival. They had not; fyf*- 
ficient confidence in the officer who com- 
manded the detachment at Varennes to truft 
him with the fecret, but they defired him 
to hold his troops in readinefs to efcort a 
convoy. They anxioufly expedted the ar- 
rival of the courier, as their orders were to 
make no preparation till he came, Befides, 

their 
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their very appearance in the town had cre-» 
ated fufpicions, and the fear of increafing 
them prevented their removing the horfes 
from the ville bajfe to the vilk bautCy until 
they fliould receive notice of the king's ar- 
rival. The officer who commanded the de- 
tachment at Varennes had orders, to efcorta 
convoy which was of fo much impox^ance, 
that in cafe he perceived any difpofition in 
the people to obftrudt it, he was to order his 
troops to mount, make himfelf mailer of all 
the paflages, and enforce the advancement 
of the convoy. But as none of thefe mea- 
fures were executed, the poft-mafter had full 
time to make ail his criminal arrangement^i 
without encountering the leaft obftacle. 

" Their majefties were very uneafy on 
being informed, on their arrival, that -there 
were no horfes in readinefs, and faw no ap- 
pearance of the troops they expefted for 
their protection. To add to their vexation, 
their poftillions threatened to leave them. 
The queen alighted, and called at feveral 
houfes to obtain information refpedling the 
horfes. Nobody l?new hen She walked 

for 
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for fome time in the vilU haute with the 
king, in expeiSation that fome perfon would 
appear who would give them the informa-^ 
lion they flood fo much ia need of, but all 
in vain. They were obliged to return to 
their carriage without the expe^ed fatisfac- 
tion ; and all they could do was to intre^t 
the poftillions to / proceed with the fame 
horfes. A$ they pafled under an arch-way 
near the bridge, a batid of ru£Bans, who lay- 
in wait, ftopped the carriages, feized upob 
the king, and forced him and his family to 
alight, and they were conduded prifoners 
to the houfe of the procureur de la eom^ 
fnune. The king'escpoftulated againft this 
violence with equal firmnefs and dignity, 
but to no purpofe. In a moment the ftreets 
were barricaded, the ftabies of the huflars 
furrounded, the national guards drawn up 
under arms, and the tocfm founded to 
alarm the country. The young de Bouille 
and M. Raigecourt, on hearing the tumult, 
haftened towards the hotel of the com-- 
mandant, but found the ftreets barricaded. 
They had time only to mount on horfe- 

back, 
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back, to *^J>ufh through the armed crowds 
. that oppofed them, and to go with all pof- 
iible expedition to inform general de Bouillp 
of what had happened. 

^ In lefs than an hour after the kmg was 

flopped, Meffrs.de N and deGogue- 

las arrived at Varennes with the detachmeat 
from Pontfommevelle. At the gates of the 
towa th,e7: found fome pieces pf cannon 
and a party of the national guards, who at 
f foil difpv^te^ their entrance. They defired 
{ to be made known to: the fixty huffars in. the 
town, who belonged to their regiment. 
. Mf. Rod well, who commanded thofe huiTars, 
came to n^eet them alone. M. Poudftt, the 
commanding officer of the detachpient from 
Ppntfpmmevelle, informed him that the 
compfeiny which had been flopped was adu- 
ally the king and the royal family, and or- 
dered him to take every neceffary meafure 
for the defence and furety of their majes- 
ties : but Rodwell, in place of obeying his 
comnianding officer, immediately left Va- 
rennes, on . pretence that he muft go and 
inform M, de Bpuille of what hfid hap- 
pened I 
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|iened ; and he left the command of this im- 
portant poft to one of the quarter-mallers, 
who was extremely ill-afFefted to the king» 
^s appeared hy his keeping the huflars in 
tbtal inaction. 

• . " The detachment of Pontfonimevelle 
being the only troops well difpofed to the 
king in the town, -reached the houfe where 
the royal family were detained, which . 
they found furrpunded by a number of na- 
tional guards, M, de Goguelas, inftead of 
attempting to difperfe them by any orders 
to the detachment, addreffed himfelf to the 
procureur de ta commune^ who ftill affefted 
not to know who the people he detained 
were, defiring to be introduced to thenU 
He was introduced accordingly,, and on 
his return aflured the people that it 
was unqueftionably the royal * family. 
This information rendered the multitude 
more obftinate for detaining the royal 
family, 

" M. de Goguelas, wiifhing to afcertaln 

whether the minds of the troops had not 

been corrupted by the town's-people, du- 

5 ring 
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ring his abfence, ordered them to prepafd 
their arms *^ and then very inconfideratel)^ 
aiked whether they were for the king or the 
nation* They anfwered, *^ Vive la nation I 
Nous tenons et tiendrons toujours pour elle*^ 

** This anfwer, which the furrounding 
crowd had infpired them with^ plainly 
ihewed no aiTiftance could be expeded for 
his majefty in this feditious town* M. de 
Goguelas therefore^ feeming to adopt the 
prevailing fcntiment| refplved quietly td 
wait the arrival of a fufficient force, to 
afllft him in delivering their majeflies. 

*' While thefe events were pafBng at Va* 
rennes, M. de Bouille was extremely un« 
cafy at receiving no intelligence. He had 
pafled the night on horfeback betwixt Dun 
and Stenai. At laft he rode to the high«» 
way which leads to Montmedi, that he 
might be at hand to give afliftance, if ne^^ 
cefTary* He was at the gates of Stenai 
about four in the morning, when M. de 
Raigecourt, the chevalier de BouiU^, and 
M, de Rod well brought him the unwelcome 

* Mettre haut les afmes* 

6 news 
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news of the king being ftopped. . That in- 
ilanty orders were given for the regiment 
royal Alkmand to mount, but the. horfe^* 
were not faddled, ahhough their command- 
ing officer had received orders the pre- 
ceding evening to hold himfelf in readinefs 
by day-break, and although it was known 
in the regiment that the king was to paf§ 
during the night. M. de Bouille fent, at the 
fame time, to Montmedi, an order to M. 
de Klinglin, marecbal de campy to fend one 
of the battalions of Naffau towards Dun, 
and to expedite orders to the Swifa 
regiment of 'Caftellas, then on its march 
to Montmedi, to detach one of its bat- 
talions to Stenai, and there to attend 
his farther ^ orders. M. de Bouille alfo 
fent orders to the detachments of Moufe 
and Dun to march with all diligence to 
Varennes, giving them to know that 
he would foon follow with the regiment 
royal AUemand^ and enjoining them, im- 
mediately upon their arrival, to ufe every 
means in their power for the deliv^erance 

of the royal family* 

^•M.dc 
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" M. de Bouille. waited till the regiment 
of royd Alkmand were quit6 ready, aiid 
then put himfelf at its head ; after which^ 
that he might afTure himfelf of its difpofi- 
tiGfns, lie read the king's orders, informed 
the men of the occafion of this march, and 
diftributed money amongft them. He 
found theih extremely well difpofed, and 
they followed him with an alacrity which 
promifed fuccefs : but it was five o'clock in 
the morning when they fet out." 

ExtraSi of M. de Longs report. 

^^ M. de Long, who commanded, at this 
time, the detachment of Dun, occupied, 
with his huflars, all the flreets and avenues 
of that town. On being informed, by M^ 
Rodwell, pf the diftrefCng fituation of the 
royal family, he marched to Varenneswith 
bis troops, without waiting the general's or- 
ders, leaving twenty-four men and an offi-f 
cer at Dun, in order to fecure a free pafiage 
through that town. He was only an hour 
«nd a half in going five leagues betwixt 
Dun and VarenneSt Hp arrived bei^ore thk 
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kft town at five o'clock in th^ montingi . 
His pto]e€t hid b&cn to begin tlie attack 
immediately, and to niake his way by fonre 
tto the kitlg ; but when he reached the 
tbwn, he jpercelved the barricades^ which 
forced him to renounce his plan. The ad^ 
vanced pc^ df the national guard required 
oTMi de Long to attend them to the mu-^ 
nicipality^ lind eitplain the motives of his 
journey to Varennes, This he pofitively re-* 
fufed^ and demanded entrance with his de* 
tachment) in order to join that which was 
ih the town^ They aufwered^ that his 
demand was COntifary td the kmg's orders* 
M. de Long being afliiied, by this anfwer^ 
that th^ king was at Varennes^ requdled 
permiflion to pay his refpeds to his ma^ 
jefty« This was ligreed to by M* Seigne^ 
mont, commander of the national guards 
ftnd chevalier de St* Lewis, Ivl^o promifed 
him prdte^o)), and gave his word of ho* 
iDour that he ihould be allowed to fpe^ to 
ihe king, without anywitnefs. For the 
■^etterTurety that thia promife would be ad- 
Itered to, M, deLong exaded that an hoft.* 
VOL.11. R age 
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agfi ihwU be sd^livered tg hi$ huiT^, Tim 
vm done. iHis fcbennQ wa$ to ioform the. 
Isog. of the iuQeoiure tb«t tff re arrived vfid 
expeded^ and to (Metrt vbetk^ it vfQvi^, 
be poflible to fiorce the bAfTl$84c9 iwo:icd.lll 
hiad, He.foii*d them , fo ^<m&t )s<^^V^: 
Vubjr on the bridge, tbat he bad 1x0 hopes 'oS 
< Aicceedifiig,' uiddB he .-visa jmsed t>y %hs^ 
biiflars ondar dbe bonnii^nd of M*- fipii4$t< 
Hayiag arrived at the.h(wyk in wbieb tb0 
foyal ikmily; vere eonfinod, be f4W» tO bid 
aftoniihnieQtjthutyhttflsufB before it, cffeon 
manded by one jof the'hatibnal giiiirdf i jaq^ 
this certitude ol their dofe^iQA .4f9P^r«4 
bim of an b<>i*es^ of his detaEebn^efH'e beii>g 
iOitJwed tq.«ater tb/e tpwp,. A^4r/vrfiting 
batf an hoBrj be wae itttrQ4«c«4 tp theJfi?Jg. 
Seigiiemdiii:, tas/mxry tQ the wOfd h^h»4 
filedged, eaurad-^th him. Whoo M» df 
Long repi^ched bam in tIui>p»&iioe ei&btf 
siajefty^ his only apology. W^^^Jb^ 
<dtizenj» would nor albw that be. (ho^ 
iuve any piiirate con&renoe with,^Jd«g| 
-fet he afterwards pfrmittod M,^ih9nS'f^ 
ia& a tittle, ia the comer ^1 tba ittOftsa^ y^ 
c. . hi* 



hU mtijtffy^ who wafithan bfoftHfedTof faif 
real {ituation, and of the unfurinoufftablft 
ebftacles which the batricides, afid the de^ 
iWHott of feme of the imops, fohned to th* 
2eal of M* de Long. ^ He was iftfotmed, at 
the /ame time, of the march of M. de 
Bouill^, at the head of the Kof^ MtH 
mand. 

•• The king feemed In fuch a ftate of 
confufion, that M. de Long repeated thi$ 
information three tiifaes, from an apprehen* 
fion that his majefty .had not hestfd what 
he had faid« At laft he begged to hare hia 
majefty's orders for M. de Bouill^. 

" * You may acquaint him/ faid the 
king, * that I am a prifoner ; that I doubt 
much whether he can do any thing for 
me, but that I defire he may do what he 



tan.* 



** M. de Long fpoke alfo to the queei^ ;^ 
but as ftie flood very near to the commandar 
of the national guards^ he gave her the 
lame information in German, that he 
liad given to the kin§. * That unhappy 
R 2 princeia 
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pxuiceA. complained hittwly of . ber perfe-«: 
cutors, and particularly that they would not 
permit her to proc^ to Verdun, where ihe; 
^d the children could more cominodiouijy 
fepofe themfelves. 

"The Idng deliring M* de Long not to 
prolong the converfation in German^ to 
prevent fufpicions, he took leave of their 
majefttesj^^aiking their orders aloud. The 
king replied, 

" * I km a prifoner, and have no orders 
to give/ 

" M, de Long having arrived at his de- 
tachment, fent a non-commiffioned officer 
with an order to M. Boudet to attack thofe 
who confined the royal family, while he 
ihould force the barricades, and advance with 
his troops to their afliftance. After d con- 
fiderable interval, the non-commiffioned of- 
ficer returned, without having been ahlq to 
ipeak to M. de Boudet, who, with his de*^ 
tachment, was blocked up in the convent 
and garden of the Cordeliers. 

** In thofe circumflances, M, de Long 

had no other refoiirce but to wait for the 

6 arrival 
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amval of^the regiment of Royal i^Semaiidr* 
but he fdon un<ierftood that the ToyalfaJ.* 
itaily,- having been obliged to go. ihtd their; 
carriages, were .on the road to Pirl^^ 
guarded by an atmdd multitude. He>wai 
joine^iy tfce chevalier de R-^--^, ad^ tfiey 
endeavoured to crofs the iiver, in tiie4ll« 
tention of attieicking the efiiort aftd .deliver-; 
ing the kirig. They aSudly paffedthe firfl 
branch, but found the (econd tob deep ;' arid^ 
feeing nopoffibility of fuccouririgtKe fbyal 
femily, they determined to join M. de 
Bouille ; which they did, about nine o'clock 
in the morning, near Varennes. Greatly 
fliocked at the information they brought, 
he was ftill inclined to continue his march, 
and make a lafl: attempt, but no perfon 
among the troops knew of any ford by 
which they could pafs the river which fe- 
parated them from the king. The horfes 
were nearly exhauftedwith the long march 
they had already made, Stenai being more 
than five leagues from Varennes ; befides, 
-the king having fet out about an hour and 

R 3 a hall 
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s hall lalfidre, all purfutt feemod uftlo^ 
Thdct ynt ihercfere aA a&&hite impofiili* 
liff cf delivering; the" royal family ; ancl 
M> di fiouill^^ ovcrvrhelmcd w|th grief,- 
Buurcbiti baek with hiltroopato^tebot** 

B«f}d«s, the ^¥f IUMm«««$ ^S« de 
B9iHy9 dfew 19 « parriculw fc^iWQlk <«- 
pknitoky .9f ll»e fjulure of. |hi» .pl^fh for 
^rOtei^ilgtha royiil faimly in their jouitoey 
t«m Pari^ 1K» M^i9tine(U,' ^ the io^MW^ 
lltio^ of thcix ouyeftif^ *• 
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jT^^ ^<?^«tf of dccufation ij/ued agbinji LarU 

vier€ intimidates Bis colled^tlis'.^Ti^itddfne 

de iMmotbe^s i^ifHoir/'kr^fitreti^iufili 

at SeK^es.^-^^nfe^iientei.'^^ 'iahd ^h^ 

fiofis^ in the pay "of tbe^d(fcfbihsi'afe'emi 

ployed to excite popuhtrcomfnbiions.*''^''^i 

affembly pafs a decree for d^dhtMg thk 

king's conjiituihnd guards'; and on the 

fame day^ one of accufaHoh agdirijl lik 

duke de BriJfdc.-^TBe mnijlers oblige tBk 

iin^ to fanaion th4 dtcfU^^ di/bwdi^j^ 

fbe guards.-^My kttii^^ ^dd^ijin^ ins fM^ 

jejlyto refuJkhisfdn£lton\ drriv^s toa {al%2 

the judgje Jiwiviere, laone jof h^si^oJ- 
leagi^frduril veMure to qpntinue (h^e legal 
ptQQoecUiigs on my ^oQiplaiat and that .pf 
M4 de M9i3itqaoriA. ; l^t one prii:icipal ob^ 
]tOi vfe had in/ view was asccompliihed^ 
namely^ to reiider the imppiture of th^ 
R 4 Auftriaa 
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Auftrian cpmtnitteemanifeft to the public^ 
This fftbl? h4cl been iuventccl foon after thq. 
ppening of tl^? firft affembly, with a dcfign 
to exafperatc the people agai^ft the king, 
the qiieen, and all their faithful fervant^t 
The Jacobins, ^nr^ged at being deprived of 
ih^t j^pwnd of (jalttqiny, watched for gax op- 
portunity df reviying it, an4 fpr that pur- 
pofe they m^de a handle, of a piece of im- 
prudenci? ^oownitt^d by one of the clerks of 
^public pfficc. . .r 

]V(,,dela Porte had purchafed, by the 
king's orders, the who!? edition of the Me- 
moirs of the fampus madame de Lamothe, 
fo full of caluny^y ag^nft the qn^n. He 
ordered thein tp b^ burnt with all the pre-* 
caution and f?crecy poiEblc* The clerk 
who received the order had the imprudence 
to confide the execution of it to one named 
Rifton^ im intriguing and feditious man, 
formerly an advocate at Nancy, who had 
committed feveral forgeries, and even fa- 
bricated the king's Ibal, for which he had 
been jprofecuted before the tribunal of Re^ 
^Hftes dc VHoUh where I myfelf^ as 2^maitre 

dcs, 
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dss requSiesyVr2iS employed in his cro& exa- 
mination. On that OMafion I fsm con^ 
fiderable danger, not only from the popu^ 
lace, who, being convoked by his hand- 
bills, filled the court, but alfo by the fury 
of the fellow himfelf, who attempted to a£- 
fault me during the trial, and was with fome 
difficulty prevented by the huijfters^ He 
was acquitted, in confequence of the new 
principles of patriotifm then in vogue^ but 
every body was convinced of his guilty 
This fame Rifton, finding himfelf entrufi:« 
ed with a commiffion which intereftcd the 
king, and appeared of the more importance 
on account of the myfterious manner in 
which it was ordered to be executed, was 
lefs folicitous to perform it effeftually, than 
to n^ake aq. oftentatious difplay of the con^ 
fidence th^t had been placed in him. On 
the 3otibi of May, at ten o cbck in the 
morning, he prdered the Memoirs to be 
conveyed in a waggon, which he himfelf 
accompanied, to the china manufactory at 
3eves, where he caufcd a large fire to be 
gijEide^ ^nd. burnt U19 Memoirs in the pr^- 

fence 
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i^nce 6f all the workmen of the nanofac'* 
torjr> who were exprefdy forbid to ap- 
proach the fire. His qfbe^tatious pre*^ 
camions awakened curiiDfity^an^gaTe rifo 
to a thoxxiand* diflfcreAt conjtwfkurjcs. The 
fire kindled at Seres was immediately mada 
ufe of to inflame th« minds of the Parifian 
populace. T^at Very day it wd$ mentioned 
in the>iremblyi that ftate papers had been 
carried at M, de ia Porte's office, and burnt at 
86ve8. Briflfot aftd the Jacobin party in- 
filled Vehemently that the papers burnt 
^ith fo much myftery were the regifters 
and letters of correfpondence of the very 
Auftrian committee, of whofe e:stiftence 
they had fo long endeavoured to convince 
the -world. 

M. de la Porte was fommoned to the bar, 
*and gave a faithful account of the afiair as 
It 'flood. Riftori was^alfo called, who con- 
firmed the ^epofitlon of M. dela Porte, But 
thefe exjilanalions, fatisfaftory as they 
were, did not quiet the ferment which that 
affair had excited in the affembly. The 
Gironde party, whd for fome time had 

in 
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lA view attt skcbeoiBCti or abdicatfon of iW 
Idogi and of placing tjse prince royal an 
the throne, tedcr a regency cpmpofed ©r 
their own party, feized cageriy fhiaoppoiv 
tunity to prepare and facilitate tjhe accom^ 
pliihing their purpofe, , ^ 

The courage %nd fiddii^y of the conflitiiHr 
tional gvisMrds, formed anu obftacle to their 
plan which they wifhed to remote, ^4^ 
though they could have oppofed to ithpf^ 
guards many thoufand armed ruffians, b^ 
fides a chofen band adually in the payr o^ 
the Jacobins. 

Buob (the juftice of p.eace before men** 
tioned) gave me the following information 
on this head: 

••The men, thus retained, received, iuc 
iirft, five livres a day; but as their numbers 
increafed, their pay was reduced to forty 
fous. Deferters, and foldiers who had been 
turned out of their regiments, were chofen 
in preference to any others.. Their num- 
ber, in the beginning of March, was feven 
hundred and fifty^ as appeared by an extraQ 
from the account of their laft payment* 

This 
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TJnk hind was commanded by a .dievatkr of 
St Lewis; to whom thej vfere forced to' 
take an oath of unlimited obedience on ' 
their admiflion. He himfelf received his' 
orders from the fecret committee of the 
Jacobins. This new corps mixed with the ^ 
fpeaators in the tribunes of the aflembly, 
at the clubs, in the meetings of the fec-^ 
tiohs, and with the groups in the Palais 
Royal : but their principal fervice confifted 
jxi' exciting and fupporting popular tu- 
mults/* 

To pave the way to the king's d(* 
cbeance or abdication, the Girondifts wiihed 
to intimidate him by an infurreftion of the 
populace againft the palace j and to render 
this effedual, they thought it neceflary to 
obtain a decree of the aflembly for difband- 
ing the conftitutipnal guards. Thqy made 
a handle of the fermentation occafioned by 
the fcene at Seves^ to aflert that thofe 
guards were in a ftate of counter-revo- 
lution ; that they had adually received 
from the king and queen a white flag, to be 

ufed 
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iifcd ou fome proper octa&m; but which 
atf>rtfefiLt was concealed in a cavern under 
the Ecole Militaire. 

The place was fearbhed, and no fuch flag 
found. 'Nothing was found that had any 
conne£):ion with the imaginary committee ; 
yet a decree of accufation was oa the point 
of being paiTed againft all the officers of 
the king's guard ; but the apprehei^on of 
exciting the whole corps againft the aflem* 
biy, refirsuned this; and the decree was 
confined to the brave and unfortunate due 
de BrifTac, who was next day conducted ta 
the prifon at Orleans^ and afterwards maf^ 
• facred with the other prifoners. 

The king was perfedly fenfiblci that the 
motive of the decree for difbanding his 
guard, was no other than to deprive him 
of the protedtion of thofe brave men whom 
it was well known would defend his life 
at the hazard of their own. He was ex« 
tremely agitate^ ; and the morning after the 
decree pafTedi he fent for his minifters at 
an early hour, and communicated a letter 
to tihiemi which he intended to. fend to thds 

aflembly. 
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a0embly, announcing his refufal to fiindiofl 
Ae decree : but they all refufed to cottnteN 
(ign his letter ; and confequently it could 
not be rent. His majefty then pfopofed to 
go in perfon to the affembly^ and . pro* 
nounce a difeourfe, in which he would give 
his reafons for not fandioning the decree ; 
but all the minifters refufed to attend 
liim to the affembly : they even carried 
their bafenefe or perfidy the length of 
aflerting^ that every man of the guard 
would be maflacred by the people if they 
were not immediately difbandcd, and that 
every individual in the palace would be 
endangered by his majefty*s deferring to 
izn&ion the decree. In fliort, the Un- 
happy prince, without taking time to re*» 
fledt, confented to fanftion that fatal de* 
cree. . 

An hour after having (igned his fanOion^ 
lie received my letter: in which, not 
knowing what had pafled, I ftrongly urged 
' tibe neceffity of his forcing the aflembly to 
adhece to the conftitutkni ; which, in aft-- 
lowing the king to have a guard of x8oo 

men. 
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ijif^a, l^ad not given the iegifladve body 
any authwUy . w^rj Iti reminding him 
tfejit; it was to the Iwg alone that all com- 
pl?rtnl9 Wight. to be carried or addrefled 
4gainft the guard in genemlj and that the 
j^uthority of the aflembly waa Kmited to 
the re(:«iving complaints, and to ifTuiog 
decrees of aeeufiition againfl; any individual 
of that guard who m|ght,give grounds for 
them J and who would of courfe be tried 
by the pioper courts; 

Before I received the king^s anfwer, I 
hevd, with equal regret and furprife, that 
the decree, was already iandioned ; and 
th»t the duke of Briffac had been fent: aa 
a prUbner. to Orleans. He h^d refilled 
the earned entreaties of his family and 
|{3|endS| who fuggeiled to him the means 
of efcsqpe^ and thought he could have nQ 
fecwity for hia life but by flight 
. I receiYed the king's anfwer that even- 
iag I it was written with his own hand on 
the ma,rgin of my letter, which was our 
cjftabliihed form of correfpondence. With 
every letter I wrote^ I fent him back that 

which 
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which I received from him the day before;; 
only taking notes frdm it ; fothat his let^ 
ters never remjuned twenty-four hours in 
my hand&. I propofed thi^ method to the, 
king^ t3 prevent his having any uneafinefs 
5lbout his letters. Mine werd deliv.erdd to 
the king oi: queen, and their anfwers 
brought to me by one of the captains of the< 
guard, whofe zeal aind attachment were 
known to theth. 

It would have been imputed to their mi-* 
jefties as a crime to carry on any kind of 
correfpondence at this time with me; I 
judged it highly improper therefore to fub^ 
je£t them to the leaft rilk or uneafinefs by 
keeping even copies of the letters which 
pafled on this occafion. Independent of 
this confideration, it is to be regretted that 
I did not keep copies of them all, becaufe 
they would have teftified his fcrtfpulous 
fidelity to the conftitution, hi* affedion for 
his people, and the abfdlute falfhood of thd 
various calumnies invented for the bafeft 
purpofes againft both him and the queen. 
M. Malouet is the only perfon now alive 

who 
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Vrfio f?iw the cariginals of the greateft.part 
of thofe letters by the king's pcrmiffion : 
that gentleman can atteft the. truth. of what 
I have, now faidv As. I retained notes 
which could not be underftood by thofe 
into whofe hands I was afrsud of the origi-*- 
nals falling, I am enabled *to fubjoin his 
majefty's anfwer to my letter tefpecting 
the diibanding of the guards, which was in 
the following terms s -. 

" Unfortunately it is no longer time to 
do as you propofe : the minifters affured 
me, that the ferment of the people is fo 
violent, that the fanftipn of the decree 
could not be deferred without expofmg the 
guards, and every perfon in the palace, to 
the greateft danger. I gave this fandion 
much againft my will ; but the evil cannot 
be remedied.'^ 

No remedy indeed remained after the 
decree was fan£tioned ; .and I was the more 
diftrefTed at what had happened^ as in fpitc 
of the defection of the minifters on this 
Qccafion, I WW conviticed that great ad- 
vantage . might have been taken of the 
vo^. II. s afleni^bly, 
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aflembly) could the king havis been ppe-^ 
Tailed upon to have zSted with energy ; 
and my letter might have had feme weight 
with him, had he received it before he 
£m£tioiied the decree. 

My intention was to propofe to his jma- 
jcfty to go to the aflembly, accompanied by' 
fix principal officers of his guard, and a 
hundred guards on hcnieback; part of 
which would have remained sA the en- 
trance^ by the gat^ of the Feuilans, and 
part at the Pkicd de Vatdimc^ while the re- 
mainder would have gone by the quay to 
the Place de Lewis XV. I would have 
propofed to his majefty to announce hi* 
intention of going to the affembly otily a 
quarter of ah hour before he went ; and, 
that on his arrival, he fhould pronounce 
the following difcourfe : 

^ Gentlemen, we ha^e all taken an oath 
to the conftittttion ;. by your's, you are 
bound to infringe it in no poin-t i and mine 
obliges me to maintain it by all the power 
whick the conftitution has delegated into 
my hande* I come here in the execution 

of 
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l)ir that duty to ftate to yputfelves ibe irre- 
gularity of that deci'ee by which toy con- 
ftitutional guards are ordered to be di£- 
baaded on account of certain acciufations^ 
which^ however ferious in themifelVe3> and 
however well«&uhdedj can only criminate 
a few individuals. That decree in direftly 
incontradiflion to the fpirit of the conftitu-- 
tion^ which has ordered and regulated that 
guard. This article of the conftitution is 
equally binding with all the others : they 
were all, without excejption, adopted by 
yoiirfelves, and confecrated by the oath of 
the majority of the nation ; and that oath^ 
you as well as me have fworn to adhere to 
inviolably. By this folemn engagement, it 
is my duty to declare to you, that I never 
can fanftion the decree for difbanding my 
guard ; and it is your part to repair your 
error by a fpeedy revocation j for, if you ad*, 
hete to that decree, you ufurp a power which 
you have not received from the conftitution, 
and thereby make your own opinion pre- 
vail over that of the nation j in which cafe 
s 2 you 
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you can no longer be regarded as its reprfr* 
fentatives. 

• " If th6re is juft daufe of complaint 
againft arty of the officers or foldiers 
which the conftitution has attached to my 
perfon, you arc authorized to iffue a decree 
of accufation againft them ; but that decree 
cannot extend farther. Haften then to re- 
turn within the limits of your legal power, 
which I am fo far from intending to cir- 
cumfcribe, that to fecure to you the full 
cxercife of it, even at this moment, and to 
prevent any criminal from efcaping, I have 
or(lered all my guards to be affembled, and 
fo to remain until you give orders to ap- 
prehend for trial every individual among 
them, againft whom you have any 
proofs.'* 

Previous to his majefty's going to the 
•affembly, I fliould have taken care td have 
jfiUed the tribunes with a confiderable num»- 
bcr of the friends of the conftitution, to ' 
applaud the king's difcourfe, and to re- 
prefs,. by marks of difapprobation, every 
5 , contrary 
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contrary motion. Numerous placards 
pafted up the preceding day ; hand-bills 
diftributed in profufion; intelligent emif- 
faries mixing in the groups, coffee-houfes, 
and public -^walks, fhould have prepared the 
minds of the people for this meafure, by 
reprefenting the decree for dilbanding the ' 
conflitutional guards in its true colours, 
namely, as a violent infringement of the 
conftitution, and an ufurpation of the law-^ 
ful right of his majefty. ' 

It would have been prudent, -at the fame 
^e, to have ordered* the three thoufan^ 
Swifs, who were then at Courbevoye, to 
advance to the heights of Pafly, under pre-» 
tence of being reviewed. This corps, with 
their brethren, at that time on duty in the 
Thuilleries, and the conftitutional guards, 
commanded by fuch a brave and intelligent 
officer as M. d'Hervilly, would have com^ 
pofed, in cafe of need, a fufficient force to 
fupprefs any infurreftion which the Jaco^ 
bins might have r^fed, 

8 3 I v^^y 
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I very inconfiderately commuivcated tht 
^bove plan t0 the king, of which I after, 
wards repeated, as it could only fertc td 
augtrient his regret for having fan^ioned 
the decree. This unfortvinate monarch 
ivas already fo much to be pkied, that it 
was barbarous not to fplaure him whatever 
tended ufelefsly tp aggravate his uneafinefs, 
The anfwer which he wrote, as ufu^l, on 
the margin of my letter, made me fenfiblc 
of my indifcretion ; it was as follows : 

•* You know, I cannot undo what is 
^onl& J my foul is full pf forrow. What 
tan I do, fiirrpunded as I am, and with no 
perfon ilear me in whom I can truft ?** 

This fad truth was confirmed by the 
fetal cpjifequences pf the difbanding the 
guards, which renewed with bitteniefs the 
king's regret for having fo precipitately 
gone into the fandion pf that decree. Bu( 
by a fatality which feemed attached to him, 
atid which was always moft remarkable on 
the moft critical occafrons, thofe meafure« 
which required the greateft deliberation, 
6 and 
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^nd on which be ought to have Gonfuhed 
the perfons moft worthy of his confidence^ 
were fometimes thofe which he adopted 
moft haftily ; '#h&reai^ ito' fiieafure$ whofe 
fuccefs depended on cfl^ty, he often de-> 
liberated until his acloptb^ ihfta becaQic 
ufelefs, and fcven hurtful, v^- 



«4 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

Ttbcrdocr'fef fo^p^njl the noxijuringpriejls^ an(jt 
for forming a cc^ in tjbe neighboj^rboo^ 
of Paris.— Divifion in the cabinet on that 
cccq/ion* — jPumourier prevails on the king 
to diftnifs three of bis minifiers. — Miac-- 
zenjki. — Tb^ king prevents a pampblet 
from being publifbed againji Dumourier^ 

_ n — j^abrication of afftgnats in tbe prifon^ 
^ — Important dif<^*^^cics r^fpeSing the 
troubles in St. Domingo. — Tbe Mulatto. ^ 
Jtaimond.-r^Re/ignation of Vumourier. — i 
A Jingular letter from him to M^ dc 
Larofiere., ' 

THE affembly, whofe ufurpations 1n-» 
creafed in proportion as the king's 
powers of refiftance were weakened, paffed 
two moft atrocious decrees in the begin- 
ning of June 1792- The firft was for the 
banifliment of the pri^fte who had refufed to 

/ take 
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take the oath ; and the fecond was for the 
formation of a camp of twenty thoufand 
men in the environs of Paris, to conlift of 
volunteers from every department of the 
kingdom. It was very well known, that 
thofe volunteers would every wher^ be 
chofen by the Jacobins, whofe power vras 
univerfally felt, and had imprefled fuch ge- 
neral terror as gave them complete fway in 
every eledlipn ; fo that this army muft of 
courfe have been made up of their crea- 
tures, the moft feditious and defperate 
villains in the kingdom. The motive givct 
for this decree, was the fafety of the calpital. 
Upon that pretence, Servan the tiiiaifter,in 
connivance with the Girond party, witk.- 
out an order from therkihg, or without 
communicating his intentions to his col- 
leagues, propofed the meafure in a letter to 
the prefidentof thevaflembly, Hi$ reid 
view was to fecure a fufHaient force againA: 
the royalifts who remained in Pkris, and 
that portion of the national guards who^ 
were known to be attached to the king 

and 
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and to the conftitution, which the Ja- 

c€bin$9 ae wa& now €vide&t|,,iat€nded tp 

overturn. 

The king (hewed the utmoft r«pugnaHce 
to {sinQlon either <^ thefe xlecre^s, ifi i|)ite 
fif the threatening intimations he daily re^ 
iceived from his miniH^ts RoUand^ QaViefe, 
^ad Servaiu 

At that time a quarrel fubfifted betwixt 
thefe miniilers and their colleagues, who, 
Jacobins as they were, feemed touched 
Witib the king's misfortunes, asul alwa)te 
1)ehaved %o hi«i with refpcd:. They were 
ihock^d yrith the condu£t of Rolland, Clai- 
tiere, and Servati, and determined to take 
this opportiinity to get them difmiflbL 
Dui&cmrier, with the approbation of bis 
colleagues puranthori and la Cofte^ under- 
took to propofe three new mimflers to the 
kkig. His majefty accepted the propofdl 
with the joy of a perfon whp feels himfclf 
fuddenly relieved from a heavy load under 
which he was ready to fmk. 3oon after 
the:meafuK was determined 012, 1 was iqf* 

formed 
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forined of it hj a letter from the king, in 
anfwer to one I had written the day bcH 
fbrci in whieh I begged to receive his ^r« 
ders refpe£fcing a virulent pamphlet againft 
Dumourier, which the aitthor would not 
publifli without bis majefty's confent* In 
the maxgin of my letter, the king Wrote ths 
following words : 

^* Prevent any thing from being pub« 
lifhed againft X)umourier, who condiids 
hijnfelf well at this mome'ixt; and has 
helped to free me from three minifters, who 
endeavoured to force me to ian^on the 
two decrees/' 

I had had a very eactraiordtnary cbbVer<* 
fationi two days before, with a Polifli 
nobleman, marechaL de camp in the French 
fervid, an intimate friend of Dumojarier^ 
and at that time emplbyed in the northern 
jarmy; his name was Miaczenfki. Hiat 
man, with whom I was till then wholly 
unacquainted, fent a certain perfon to re- 
qudft a xheeting with me betwixt eleven 
»ad twelve o'clock at night, a^ he wiihed 

to 
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to talk upon fubjeds of the utmoft im^ 
portance.'. 

It was flcar midnight when he entered my 
houfe : he began by apologizing for having ' 
kept me waiting ; but faid, that being po« 
iitiyely informed that my houfe was 
watched, he had walked tliree quarters of 
an hour in the ilreet, and did not ftop at 
tny door until he was certain of not being 
obferved. He then afked, with an air of 
Inquietude, if ray clofet did not comnmni* 
cate with any other^ apartment from which 
our cohverfation might be heard; and, 
alter I had made him eafy on that pointy 
he laid open the important fecret. I heard 
every thing he bad to fay without inter* 
ruptibn, becaufe I remarked a certain. ex«* 
prefiiton of low ciinnkig in his counter 
nance, ithich prejudice me againft htm, 
and put me on my guard, I fiifpeded 
this man to be a fpy of Dumouri^r's, or an 
agent of the committee des recbercbes. 
He began by talking to me of his birth 
und fortun'fe ; of the • motives ^which .at* 

tached 
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tached him to the French fervice^ and of a 
very ferious conteft he had had with M# 
de Vergennes, of which he had publiflied 
a long and circumftantial account. " He 
kid that publication on my table, after 
' having read fome paflages of it to me, in 
order to convince me that he was neitheif 
an adventurer, nor a perfon to be at all 
fufpedled. 

*' I have -the honour of being related to 
the queen,'* added he, *Vto which I owe 
my advancement in the fervice. Affuredly 
their majefties have not a more faithful ot 
zealous fervant than myfelf : it was only 
with a view of being ufeful to them that I 
remained in France, that I have fought to 
be employed in the army, deceived that 
knave Dumourier, have paffed on him for 
his friend, and obtained his whole confi* 
dencej for there was no other means of 
watching him narrowly. He is more dan- 
gerous than can be imagined by pcrfons 
unacquainted with his ambition and want of 
.principle. Every morning I fpend an hour 
or two tete-a-tete with him ; he is extremely 

talkative ; 
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talkative ; he conceals nodiing from the | 
and, if you have any curiofity^ I can give 
you a regular account of his plans, his pro^ 
jeds, and all his fecrets." 

" I knoMT not any purpofe that would 
anfwer, fir,'' faid I ; " and, as it is what I 
have no concern in, I have not the leaft 
curiofity to know i but are not you going 
foon to join the army ?" 

** Yes, fir ; and that is the fubje£t on 
which I wiflied to talk with you j becaufe 
it is in occafion in which I can render the 
king an important fervice. I am to com* 
mand the van-guard j and, as I know the 
country better than any of the general of-* 
ficers, they place great confidence in me* 
I am certain they will not hefitate to make 
the army take whatever pofition I fliall 
point out. There is one pofition which 
feems very fafe and advantageous; iril 
which, neverthelefs, by informing the gene* 
tal of the enemy, I may be attacked in fuch 
a manner, that the van-guard muft be cut 
in pieces ; the confequences of which, you 
will readily believe, will be, that the whole 

army 
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army muft, of i^cdlity, be either killed 6a 
the fpot^ or mad^ prifoners." 

*^ You will arrange matters, I hope^" 
faid I, " in fuch a manner, that yoii your^ 
lelf will be in the latter predicament/* 

" Unqueftionably, fir !" anfyirered he. 

" Have you no kind of doubt of the 
complete fuccef$ of this complicated oper* 
ation ?" 

** Not the leaft," anfwered he; ^ and 
you can have no doubt of the confufioa 
which fo unexpefted a defeat muft make 
at Paris. It would at once produce the 
ruin, perhaps the maffacre, of all the Jacc)- 
bins, and of the national aflembly, and 
create fuch a deteftation of the new confti-ir, 
tution as will foon bring back to the king 
his ancient authority. There is but one 
IbiaJI difficulty," continued he ; " you 
know that all difdpline and fiAordination 
is deftroyed in the army : there is no 
means of feeunng the obedience of the 
foldicrs, but by gaining their afFedions by 
regaling them^ with brandy and wine. 

This 
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This method I did not neglcd as long as £ 
had the means; but now my money id 
exhauftedy and I cannot continue it^ fo as 
to retain the confidence of the foldiery, to 
that degree that is requifite for fo dedfive 
a meafure, without the fum of about 
aoOjOoo livres^ which I am perfuaded the 
king will readily advance, provided you 
will lay my plan before him, and fupport it 
by your credit.'* 

" I fhould be very forry, fir,'* faid I^ 
*'to propofe fuch a Icheme to his majefty^ 
as I know it would be the means of iofing 
his confidence for even How is it poffi-* 
ble, that, knowing the king's charafler^ 
you could imagine that fuch a proje(9; 
could be agreeable to him? and I am no 
lefs aftoniihed at your choofing me, who 
have not the honour of being acquainted 
with you, for your confident on fuch an 
occafion." 

*' I addrefled myfelf to you, (Jr, as beings 
of all the former minifters, the moft fin-- 
ccrely attached to the king, and the moft 

capable 
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fcupjaible of appreciating the fervice I wifh 
to render him j the importaace of which, 
perhaps, upon mature confidoration, you 
will come to be more fenfibk of.'* 

** It requires no confideration at all," an-^ . 
fwerfed L "Refledion could only ferve 
to confirm me in my Qpinion. I am in«< 
cliaed to believe in the fincerity of your 
profeifions of attachment tothe^dng; you 
may therefore rely on my prudence. I 
fliall endeavour to forged the projefit which 
you have revealed to me ; I advife you to 
do the fame, and, abdve all, pever to men- 
tion it to another perfon bn earth." 

The next day I acquainted his majefty 
with this converf^ion. He approved of 
the manner in which I had received Miac- 
zenfki*$ propofal ; and added^ that he 
knew him to be a worthlefs fellow, and 
was convinced that his fole objed was to 
obtain money. 

I fhould never have donc^ were I to re-^ 
late all the fingular yifits which my known 
attachment to the king at this^ time pKH 
cured me. I was aware^ that u^der colour 

VOL. II. ,T of 
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of zeal for his majefty, mafty propoiTdls 
vrere made to me for the pcirpofe ei ^£> 
covering if I ftill interfered in his afl^rs, 
what my intentions were, and if F had tlfe 
dUpofal of any part of the citil lift. Fortu- 
nately I had acquired the habit of regarding 
every propofal as a feirel, and I adopted 
only fuch as I thought advantageotis for hi» 
majefty ; and even thefe with fuch precoii- 
tions/that wliatever might happen, I ri£ked 
nothing. Of thb I &all only give one in- 
ftance. The chevalier de Langle, a gentle«* 
man of Brittany, whofe family I had known 
while in that provi'nce, one day prefented 
himfelf before me in a ftate of the utmoft 
wxetchednefs. He had juft got out of the 
pfifon dela Fbrce^ where he had been fix 
months confined; through the miftake, as 
lie feid, of the police com ffioneik.HovreycT 
fee did not by any means make that clearly 
out, in the account he gave me of the 
affair. He had to fpeak to me, he fsdd, 
on a fubje£t of the utmoft importance, but 
firft blgged that I would order him fome- 
thing 'tO' "tat, as he was- ready to die of 
^"^ " * hunger.' 
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Jbuoger. He afterwards talked to me of 
hh literafy talmits^ and, as a fpeciin<ii» hn 
offered me a copy of his travels through 
Spain. He next read to me the two firft 
pages of a journal whi^h he intended pub^ 
lilhinB, intitled, P^HUn de la Gusrre^ It 
was tirfMably well written, Jind in faTpur 
of eonftitutional royalty. I did not hefi« 
tate to advance him three hundred liv^es 
Mrhkh he required fw the e3ip«9Ge of the 
fisft ittipreffion, 

He informed me, that while he was in 
prxfon be had feen feveral tbouiand fal£r 
ftffignats fithrkated by the prifoneics, who 
fold them) at a very low price, tpperfons 
who came to fee them; that the commif- 
farks of the municipafity^ who vifited the 
prifons oncea week^ialways feized on all the 
afl^ats they could di&over, but that they 
never made the kail; fearch after the inftru* 
znents ufed itt making them.- 

Convinced, as I was, that forged ttffi^ 

nats were the principal refource of the Jai* 

cobins for the immenie^xpence which their 

fchemes re(|uired, I &id to die chevaHer, 

T 2 that 
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that it would be in a£t of patriotifm, greatly 
for his intereft, to publifh the account he 
had juft given me, in the fofm of a petition, 
addrSfled to the national alfembly ; and 
that he might claim the reward promifed 
to every one who denounced falfe affigtiats. 
The inftances mentioned, of confiderable 
gratifications granted on fuch occafions, at 
once determined him to follow my advice ; 
and he gave in hi6 petition next day : but 
the committee to which ii was referred 
being, without doubt, apprehenfive of its 
producing the efie£t I hoped for, would not 
report it, and prevented the cheValier from 
obtaining permiffion to fpeak during a 
fortnight that he daily prefented himfelf at 
the bar of the affembly. I advifed him to 
publifh the petition, ad4f effed to the mem- 
bers of the affembly, 'under the title of a 
plot againil the nation. He was the more 
inclined to follow this advice, as I enforced 
it by an affignat of two hundred livres, 
given in advancd for the expence of the 
impreilion. He promifed to repay me 
boths fiims out of the reward he had a 
5 right 
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tight to exped from the affemWy. Whether 
he ever received any I know not. What I 
do know is, that he never repaid me. 
There afluredly never exifted a more inde- 
fatigable walker than this chevalier. Every 
morning, as foon as his paper was drawn 
up, he went over the town, the fuburbs, 
through all the public walks, into th^ clubs 
and coffee- boufes, jmd was the firft to give 
me an account of every int^refting occur.- 
yence ; and on comparing his reports with 
thofe I received from my other agents, I 
ufually found them exa(%. 

One day, in converfmg with me on the 
troubles of St. Domingo, he entered into 
details, of which I fliquld never hs^ve con- 
ceived him to have any knowledge. Oa 
my expreffing fome furprife, he told me, 
that nobody had a better opportunity than 
hirafelf of being informed of every circum- 
fiance relating to that colony, as he was 
intimately acquainted with the miftrefs of 
the mulatto Raimond, who was agent of the 
fpuUttos of St. Domingo ; that this man 
T 3 had 
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had the greatell confidence in her, and a!^v. 
iowed her to read all his papers; that 
of courfc fhe knew every particular of his 
correlpondence with Domingo, all which 
flie divulged to de Langle, being diffatis^ 
fied with Raunond for not paying her fo 
liberally as fhe expedited. 

This intelligencfe was the more intereft* 
ing, as the troubles of the colonies had 
been ' excited, and were at this time 
kept up by the manoeuvres of a party . 
known by the name of les amis des noirsj at 
. the head of which were Briflbt and Con* 
dorcet. It wasalfo known that a confider-. 
able contribution had been raifed from the 
richeft mulattos of St. Domingo, and fent 
to Paris : but the precife manner in which 
this money had been employed had never 
been afcertained ; and I hoped that this 
correfpondence would throw light upon 
the fubje£l:, and furnifh powerful arms 
againft the king's moft dangerous enemies, 
That confideration alone was fufficient to 
make me ardently defire, at any rate, to 

get 
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gfet pofieiiion of papers of foch' import* 
itnce: but before I expreffed this defire to 
the cheralter de Langle, I wifhed to be more 
clearly infotrnfed of the particulars of the 
correfpondeAite ; and I commifS^ned him to 
ufe all his addrefs to engage Raimond's 
.miftrefs to examine anew thefe papers xht 
firft eonvcaient opportunity, and to read 
thofe of the oldeft date with fuch attention 
as would enable her to repeat the heads cf£ 
what they contained. 

. This commilfion was fulfilled in a few 
days, with all the intelligence I could de- 
fire. The chevalier read, jn^ 2l note of the 
woman's diftating, by which it appeared, 
that the firft parcel contained minutes of in- 
ftrudions and plans fent to St. Domingo in 
the year 1790 and 1791, for the purpofc 
of exciting, conducing, and fupporting 
the infurredion of the negroes; and alfo 
copies of printed pamphlets and hand-bills, 
which were to be diftributfd in the 
cplony. 

T4 The 
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The fecotid parcel contained die dr^^uglii 
cf a plan, and the regiftei!' of a contribution 
to be raifed upon the mulattos of St Do-* . 
mingo, the fdm total pf which amounted tQ 
above fevcn milliona pf livres. To thefc 
papers was joined i memorial refpeding 
the manner in which the money was to be 
employed. Great part of it was to be lent 
to Paris, to rewju'd the pad, afid purchaf^ 
new fervices of feveral member^ of the at- 
fembly and of the Jacobin clubs, to pay 
lawyers, writers of pamphlets, and journal- 
ifts, to defray the expencc of pTiuting plei;^ 
cards, &<:, 

The third contained a great number of 
priginal letters, addrefled to Raimond by 
his correfpondents of St. Domingo, and 
jiotes of his anfwers. Qne of the letters 
announced, that nearly s^ niillion had 
bepn fent to Paris, " en attendant mieux^^ 
And it appeared^ by one of his letters, ths^t 
Pfiflfpt had been cntrufted with t^ie fum of 
300,000 livres J Condorcet with i^o,ooq; 
the Abb^ Gregoire 80,000 j and Petion 

60,000 ; 
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60,060 : but Robefpierre would accept of 
no money, cither for the purpofe of diftri- 
bution or gratification, although he ferved 
the caufe with equal zeal. 

The lady had not had time to read 
niore ; but this was fufficient to augment 
my eagemefs to have the correfpondence 
ia.my own hands ; and I afked the cheva- 
lier if it would be poffible to procure m? 
thefe papers for eight days, upon pretence 
^hat a perfon, who was writing a hiftory of 
the troubles in St. Domiijgp, d^fired to fee 
them. He faid he was fure the lady would 
be prevailed upon, by my fending her the 
fum of a hundred Ipuis, which fhe had the 
mpfl preffing occafion for at that time. I 
W99^fa|d that the giving fuch a fum would 
raife fufpicions in her mind detrimental to 
the fuccefs of the negociation j I therefore 
defired the chevalier to let her kpow I 
would not give her fo much, hut finqe Ihc 
wa^ in temporary difficulties, ^ would ven- 
ture to l^dhtT a thoufand crowns, which 
fliould be put into her hand at the fame 
time that fhe delivered up the papers to the 

perfon 
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perfon I ibould &Dd to examine and reodvt 
them. She eageriy ac:cepted my offer^ and 
fem me word^ that ihe h<^)ed die a&ir 
would be concluded by the end of tht 
week. I had alfo promifed a thou6ttid li- 
vres to the chevalier de Langle if he fuc- 
ceeded in his negociation ; and he had al- 
ready received part of it. Unluckily, be* 
fore the lady could find an opportunity of 
taking the papers out of Raimond's clofet, 
hcfetofffor Auteuil, in the intention «f 
paffing the fummer there. She flattered, 
herfelf that fhe fliould perfuade him to re- 
turn, and have it in her power to fulfil out 
agreement ; and the chevalier, to whom I 
had by this time paid up the whole fum, 
kept me in the fame hopes : but the cataf- 
trophe of the loth of Auguft prevented 
their being ever realized, 

It h impoffibie to defcribe the chagrin I 
felt at the unlucky iffue of a fcheme, the 
fuccefs of which might have been of fo 
much confequence to the king, in the un- 
happy fitu»ion he then was. 

Two 
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Two days after the difntiifiiCQ of Rolland, 
Claviere, and Servan, DumonTier perceived 
that their friends attributed the difgrace of 
thefe three minifters entirely to him ; that 
this idea alienated the majority of the af- 
fembly from him and from the Jacobins { 
he therefore determined to iacrifice every 
appearance of coniiftency, and all confider^ 
ation for the feelings of his fovereign, ia 
order to ''regain his popularity. He muft 
have been very fenfible that the king never 
would fandion the decrees refpe^ng the 
camp and the priefts, p^icularly thfit 
which regarded the latter; and althou^ 
fo far from combating his majefty*s repog** 
nance^ he had Supported him in it, and in« 
ftigated the difmiffion of the three minifters 
who were for paffing thofe decrees, he now 
had the bafenefs and 'effrontery to propofe 
to his majefty either to fan£l;ion thefe very 
decrees, or receive his refignation. He 
added, that from the bad effefk which the 
difmiiHop of the minifters had produced^ 
^is fervices would be more prejudicial than 
fifeful^ if thefe decrees were not palSed. ft 

f^as 
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was in vain that his majefty rcmonftrated 
againft this unbecoming condudl, Du-» 
mourier perfifted, and his refignation was 
accepted. 

I received a letter from the king on this 
occafion, in which he fays, 

** Only conceive the ftrange inconfiftency 
of thi3 man ; after having perfuaded m? 
to difuiifs thofe three minifters, becaufe 
they infifted on my fandioning the decrees^ 
he now abandons me for perfifting in the 
meafure which be himfelf urged." 

This obfervation was qertaijily v^ry juft ; 
but it is ftill more inconceivable, that in 
fpite of the notoriety of the above fads, Du- 
nibwrier hasf hftd the aflurancc to advance, 
in his Memqirs, that 2^t th^ tirae pf the dif^ 
miffion of the three minifters, the king had 
folemnly promifed tQ him to fandion thf; 
decree ; and that he had given in his re-p" 
Agnation for no other reafon but becatufe 
the king changed his mind two days after^ 
and refufed to fulfil his promife, 
, It may feem extraordinary that sv ro;w, 
who is (q unfaithful in relstti^ig wh^t; i» 

paft^ 
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p^ fhould have come near to truth in 
indicating what was to come. Of this thetc 
is aii inftance.in a letter which he wrote to 
M. de Larofiere, . dated i6th December 
1 789. I copied the following extra^ frorti 
the original, and now give it as acariofity 
to the public : . . 

** Cherbourg, Dec. 1789. 

ct^ «♦♦'♦*« « ^ « « « € 

"Your fon-in-law told me of your ad- 
venture at Rennes. As I have always 
found you more of an ariftocrate than my- 
felf, but particularly in our laft converfa- 
tionwith-M.de Motitmorin, I was appre- 
henfive for your fafety in the prcfent cir- 
cumftances, but am glad to hear that you 
have fo happily extricated yourfelf. 

** Remain peaceably at your eftate tiH 
ipring^ then I fear you will have occafion 
to exert your military talents agair^ft fo- 
teigners. Our liberty will be attacked by a 
coalition t)f kings, and the* courtiers will 
form a light fquadron, prancing backwards 
and forwards between the parties. It is then 
' that 
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that men like 118, diftinguiihed for condud 
and talents, will become chiefs df the n^ 
tion, to defend its frebd<»n. The king 
faimfelf is with ns, and will not abandon 
the good caufe. Every ftep we ts&e in 
ibpport of liberty will be confidercd aa 
legflj; 

** My old friend* never lofe fight of this, 
left you he led^'aftray. The revolntion is 
already accompliflied, by means, perhaps, 
xeprehenfible, if we ftill adhere to the |)re- 
judices which exifted two yeara ago : but 
now we are free, although, perhaps^ at the 
cxpence of our repofe. Your children vwll 
be happier than you* Imprefs that ide^ 
on their piinds. Render thcxn proud of 
their liberty. Render them capable of fup- 
porting your reputation under more pro* 
pitious aufpices ; for we were flaves, and 
enjoy, by anticipation, their approaching 
happinefs and glory. 

" Thefe, my friend, are the new fenti* 

• ments to which we muft adhere^ Should 

I find them to deaden in the breafts'of my 

countrymen, I would be the firft to revive 

6 them. 
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them. This patriotic enthufiafm is far 
from extinguifhing in me the mild fenfa- 
tions which form my felicity, Friendfhip 
is the fentiment deareft to my heart j and 
tinder that revered title \ falute you very 
cordially. My reipefts to madame Laro- 
ficrc. Aflure your children that^you h^ve 
in me a fincere frkind. 
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^be real motive for the two decrees.^-^AJc^ 
cretary of Condor cefs pays a vijit to M. de 
Lejfart in prijony and informs him of the 
projeSts agreed upon in thefecf^et committtt 
6f the Jacobins. — Af. de Lejfart writes an 
' account of this to me.-^Ifend bis letter to 
the king. — Petitions againji one of tbe de^ 
creesi — ^be attempt of tbe 20tb ofjune.-^ 
Proclamaiioh. — Tbe good effeB it produces* 
^^Decree of tbe department fufpending 
Petion^-^Tbe king forced to pronounce on 
tbat deCreCy and to confirm it. — Tbe qf^ 
fernbly repeals it. — Tbe king's fatal fore-^ 
bodingSi^^An interefting converfiition ivitb 
bim upon tbe event of the 2otb of Juner-^ 
Plan wbicb jpropofedto bis majejiy. — Hit 
motives for not adopting it* 

I ALWAYS thought that the decrees cotf* 
cerning the priefts, and for the camp of 
20,000 men, were iflued in the hopes that 

the 
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the king would refufe his £in£^iofi^ and that 
this feifufal would naturjaOy lead to a« in- 
furt-ediort. Hie Gironde party flattcred^ 
thcmfekes by thia meiwiS to haften the ex&^ 
cution of th%ir pbn agaiitft th« ki% anfd 
the monaj^fay; A reniarkabld l«ttet t re*^ 
ceived from M. de LeiTart, feme days^btfoi^e 
thdfe decrees were iffued^ and which I hid 
communicated to t^ king,^ eoiifirmed me 
ia that c^inion* It waxr ia fuhftatice a» 
follows : 

^^ That a petf6% who had btcA fiftifer 
great obligations to M. de Lefiart befcttv 
the revolution^ and who was then fA:retary 
to Goncbtcet^'paflitig thiHDugk Orteans^ had 
gone to the prilba tt> vifit his bai^fedor^ 
and had a conVeriatlon of two hour« wi^ 
him ; that in the courfe of thi» cOfiverfa^ 
tion, M. de Leflart having queftioned hiM 
concerning the pfojedts of the Jacc^iils, the 
man, either from motives of gratitude, of 
from the idea that he had nothiiig to f&it 
from the indifcf etion of a prifbner^ whofe 
proceis would probably draw to a great 
length, imme<£ately gave an account of all 

VOL, n, V he 
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he knew, on promife of fecrecy. This fecre« 
tary told him, that the prefent ohjeSt of the 
fecret committee of Jacobins was tq.form a 
plan of infurre£tion for attacldng the Thuil-^ 
leries, of the fame kind with that of the 5th 
of O&ober 1 789, at Verfailles, widi a view 
to puih the king to abdicate the crown, or to 
take flight; that in either of thefe cafes 
they would name a council ctf regency, 
compofed of the principal chiefs of the Ja-^ 
cobins ; that if the king efcaped this firft: 
infurredion, without either abdicating or 
kaving the kingdom, it was their determi- 
nation to find fome pretext for exciting a' 
frefli infurreflion, with a view to terrify 
the national aflembly, and force th6m to* 
pronounce hiB dccbeance^ and afterwards to 
pronounce the prince royal king, with a 
council of regency ; all which was to pave 
the way to what was the great and ultimate 
objeft of the Gironde party, namely, to 
eftablifti a republic, which they thought the 
nation was not prepared for at the prefent 
moment, but were in hopes that it would 
gradually be brought to reliih that form of 
6 ^ govern- 
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goveimment, ^ad at laft be btdught to adopt 
it without a ftruggle-"' 

I communicated this lettet to the klng^ 
and bumtit as foon as he returned it to me, 
according to M. de Leflart's exprefs defire. 
His majefty wrote to me, in anfwcr, " that 
fuch might be the fcheme of the Jacobins : 
but all that he could do was to endeavout 
to isvade their maehinationSy by remaining 
faithful to the conftitution *." 

The opinion manifefted iil the capital, 
upon the difmifiion of the thfee minifters, 
was calculated to put an end to all in- 
quietude refpeding the refufal of the 
fandion. A lilence was maintained upon the 
decree againft the priefts, but two petitions 
were addrefled to the king and the afTem* 
bly, for the revocation of that for the camp 
of 20,000 men. This decree had greatly 
alarmed the citizens, and was confidered by 

* At this time the leaders of the Gtronde party had great 
influence with the Jacohins : but they abandoned that to* 
ciety, on account of its violence, foc^ after. At the zoth of 
Auguft 1792, they intended the execution of this plan only, 
but they were forced into a republic, long before the tizne 
when they judged it would be cx]^dient, by T iton^ Robef- 
pierre, Col^ot d'He^j^ois^ ko. 

V 2 the 
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the national guards 93 ^^ ii^vAX oa thtif 
fidelity and courage. One pf thefe ped^^ 
tioits w^6 figned by f wenty thoufand, the 
other by -eight tUoufand cHzttfA^ gpalt 
part of whoHfi w«re co^ne^^ ¥pitb ^ 
Rational guards, The J^oobw* W^r^ ff^^ 
fihle bpw much this cpalftioa Qiig^t iflrr 
jure them, if th^y allowed it t« become 
moT^ farmidabk ; t|iey theref&a^ft M^Oe^ 
to prevent its cQftfi?qu?ncejp,. by iijuntdiw 
^tfely bringing foiyraxd the plan aHudedta 
^n M, de l^efTart's, ktter, which waa pfi 
in execution by the famoOB. iufbnreSiiofi 
of the 2oth of JunC) in wJdch the kkkg 
owed hit life to hia prelence of xrmd aad 
cool courage, the queen to t&e. dignity 
of her maimers and appearand, and^ xaa^ 
dame Elizabeth tb the general toSpedi d$ia 
tpi her chara^er, and the admicati^n ia<- 
fpired by the heroic manner ii*: which fii^ 
expofed her own life to, lav^ thq qi^een's*^ 

. "^ When the moh Med the afpartment§ of the Thufflcricf, 
en the 20th of June,^ fome wretches mfultec}^ madam^. Eiiz^- 
ibeth, taking her fo'r the queen/ " Do not undeociye them^'' 
feid tbe generous princefs to her atteodaat^ ; ^^ it will pre- 
sent tliosi from attacking the qiif^o/' 

Th0 
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Tlie ethncs of that korrible day arc fd 
well laid^Wlj that It is linneceflary to repeat 
fhete httti Hardly had the popxllate gone 
«tit dF the palace, when thofe, even of the 
loweft clafs^ who Kad taken n6 part in ihd 
iBAirre(^idnf^ broke out ihto invedives 
agiin^ the ailthors of it, and admired the! 
idfldtt^^ c6ilrag6, arid ^bdefratioh of thd 
king and the roy^tl fknrfly. A proclama- 

*ti6fl, extremely well written, was next 
day pdblifhed. K wa6 drawia iip by M. 
Tcnicr de Monoitl, wfeo had juft been 
nafised miiilftdt of ike h6mt department, 
aifsd it produced a vefy go6d eflfeiS, not 
only inf ^ari$, bti* fli all the dilFereht de- 
partments^ who felit ^ddfefles to the king ; 
and the afi^mbly demaiiding that the au- 
thors of the infui?re^ion might be punifhed 
with the utHioft feverity^ It was in the 
Jacobm ftiub they were to be^ found. The 
iHforAi^tio^ received by the departnient of 
Paris left no doubt on that point. It evi- 
dently appeared- that Petion the mayor, and 
Manuel procureur de la commune^ both Ja- 

, «obins^ might cafily have prevented or dif? 
u 3 fipated 
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fipated this infurrcQ;ioii i but it was pretty 
univcrfiilly believed that they h^d favoured 
It ; and the whble of their condu& was 
judged fp reprehcnfible, that ia fpit^ of 
their great popularity the department fuf-. 
pended theip from their fundions. Tim 
deciiion produced a great efied in.the Cii*? 
pit^l, The qiajority of fitiss^ns approved 
of it; the royalifts thought Jt too mode-* 
tate;} the Jacobips were, enraged, and 
breathed venge^ce. According to the 
conftitutioi^, the deorees of the department 
could not be executed until they were con-r 
firmed by th<^ l^ing, and afterwards they 
were to be fubmitted tp the legiflative body, 
who had authority to repeal or confirm 
them, whatever had been the king's .deci-< 
fion. This decree, fufpending the mayor, 
was of cpurfe prefented to the king, who 
refufed tp take any cognizance of it, giving 
for his motive, that as it regarded himfelf 
perfonally, h^, as well as his council, 
might be fufpeded of partiality, and there-> 
fore he chofe to refer the decree to the 
prefident of the aflembly; at the fame 

time 
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time informing him of his reafons for not 
pronouncings upon it^ and declaring that lie 
relied with confidence on the wifdom of. 
the aflembly. The Jacobins, too artful to 
let flip fuch an opportunity of mortifying 
the king, and being now more indifferent 
with regard to the general indignation 
which they had in a great meafure ap- 
peafed, prevailed on the affembly to de- 
clare that this condud of his majefly was 
unconftitutional, becaufe the conftitution 
had not pointed out any one cafe in which 
the decrees of the departments fhould 
not be decided upon by the king, before 
they fliould be fubipitted to the national 
affembly. The decree, therefore, was car- 
ried to the king, who being thus forced 
to decide^ Immediately confirmed it: but 
two days after, this judgment was ann,ulled 
by the affembly, who repealed the decriec' 
of the department, reinftated Petioij in his 
ofiice, and thus re-eftablifhed with triumplx 
the power of the Jacobins^ t6 the "great 
fcandal of many who, though indignant, 
remained pafSve for want of leaders^ 

V4 The 



Th« fUiMtiQli ef the I»dg and queen be« 
ttmp 4atly more dlScult and peaSsmX' 
% »Kfeut«on of tlie pkn mcotioned in M« 
4^ I^Al&rtV letter, was now pntiked vkh 
«^\i;U fdccATft and a4li^ity« 

The l^i^g &wki 99 icmger hope to feciM 
hl^ f«|f ty by {nea|i« of fprce ; for, hefjdea 
tha( hp Wi^ hy ohaura^ter aveijfii to fttch 
ipeaftjre^, be wap deprived of every refoiirce 
of that 9atvire by the din)aading of hia 
guards, the union of the Swifs to the troopa 
of the Une, and by the emigration of the 
nobility. All that i^ow remained for him, 
was to ^y from the capital } but the con» 
fequcnces, ever tq be deplored* of the jour- 
ney to Yarcnnes, and the many mortifica* 
tions which attended that event; conne^cd 
every enterprife of that kind with reflect 
tions fo bitter, that nothing could have in- 
duced him to liften to any plan of efcapeji 
but the moft pofitive affurances that the 
Hves of his family were in danger, and that 
flight alone could fecure them from the 
poniards of aflailins. I fay, the lives of 
hi* family, not his own j for ever fmce the 
5 day 
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chy oa whkrh he was ftof^d at VacedoeSy 
the unhafqpj piinpe h^ been deeplf im^ 
"pttSki 5rtth Ute idea, that h^ wcmW bra& 
faflinated; that alUatteinpts to ehide hit 
deftiny^ would have no tS^^ but that of 
iacre^g the cUog^^ ^ hb faJaUy aol 
friendst Under this, melanchol}? ii&pre(^ 
ApQ, be waited for d^th with a refigna^ii 
fp ealmlf l^froic, that \t might have beea 
miftaken for indifierence ^IxHit life^ 

He freqaentty t^ad th? bi^9^<^ of Qh^lea 
the Firft <rf* £4:^land: lus ehief ^tfienUoa 
was to endeavour in every a^ to avoid 
whatever might Uw^ as a pretej^t for hriag^ 
il^ him to a legal tri^L 

The ^crifi^ of his Uf<9 feen^ed to cofl; 
Ifim nothing. The h^^nour of the nation 
was the fole object of bis thought* The 
idea of being puUicly murdered, in tba 
name of the people, ihoc^ed him greatly. 
He wiihed rather to die by the hands of an 
aSafiin, that his mvurder might be confidered 
as the crime of a few individuals^ and mxt 
a national a^ 



la 
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In a coaverikticm with this unhappy 
prince' on the 21ft of June, I difcovered 
that &i$' mind -was deeply iniprefibd with^ 
the moft dreadful for€ft)odings. 

Ta my* congratulations on his having 
^fcaped the dangers of the pteceding day, 
his majeily anfwered : 

^ M|jr tineafinefs was entirely on account 
of the queen and my fifter j for myfelf I 
had no folicitude." 

*' Biit it feems to me/' faid I, •^ that^ it 
was chiefly agdnft your majefty that the 
infurreftion was direded." 

** I^ know it very well,'* iEtofwered he ; 
^ I faw that their intention was to aflfaffinate 
me; and I can't conceive why they did 
not do It: but I fhall not efcape them 
another day; fo that I am not the more 
fortunate. . It is much the fame whether I 
am murdered two months fooner or later. 

" My God'/' cried I, "does your ma- 
jefty th^n really believe that you will bo 
aflaffinatcd?" , 

*^ I am convinced of it," replied he^ " I 
have long expefted it j and I have made 
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up my mind to it. Do you think I fear 
death?" 

" No, certainly ; but I wifh to fee your 
majefty lefs convinced that you are near it, 
and more difpofed to, adopt the vigorous 
meafures from which alone you can expeft 
fefety." 

" There may be a poffibility of my efcap-< 
ing; but ftill there are many chances' 
againft it ; and I am not lucky. 1 might 
xMk another attempt if I veere alone. Oh!' 
if my vnfe and children vsrere not with 
me, it would foon appear that I am not fo 
weak as is imagined ; but what would be- 
come of them if the meafures you allude to* 
fliould faU r 

** But if your majefty fliould be aflaffi- 
nated, do you think that your family would 
be in greater fafety ?" 

" Yes, I think they would. I hope fo, 
at leaft ; and, if it fliould happen otherwife, 
I could not be reproached with being the 
^aufe. But what do you think I can do ?" 

" I think," anfwered I, " that your ma- 
jefty could, now^ get out of Paris with lefs 

difficulty 
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i&S^\jky than eyer ; becaiife the events (£ 
yefterday have made it too clear^ that your 
file is not in &fety in the capital.'^ 

♦* Oh ! I will not: attempt to efcapc a tit*' 
cond time ; I fuffered too much on the laft' 

** I am of your majcfty*s opinioft/* re- 
pfied I, "that you o»ght not to think of 
«fi»ping fecretly at prefent; but the ge^* 

. neral indignation which is raifed by the 
ev^ts of yefterday, offer, in nfy miild^ 
91 very favourable opportunity for ye\it 
leaving, Paris openly^ and without of^o(i«^ 
tton) not only with the confeilt of the 
l^at Inajwity of the citizens^ but even 
with their approbation^ I beg that youip 
mi^efty wUl give me kave to takt this 
meafure into coniideraden, and afta:^afd» 
10 fubmit my ideas to you irefpe&ing the 
mi9de of executing it«'* 

" You may do fo ; bftt you will find h 

- mere difficult than you imagine/* 

Oneo/ the iofcidnits of the 20th of June^ 
which had given mofk vexation fo (he 
king's frieodsi was, that the red cap had re- 
mained 
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fliaittfid on his head for noarly liiree Koun; 
I took the liberty t© heg of his majcfty to 
txpbin a civoimftaoce feemiogly fo incMt^ 
fiflttfit with the cool intrepidity remarkiMe 
m hb. QOQdu£k on that day* His aafwer 
vas ad fiotlows : ^ 

^ When the cry of vhe k wMhm was 
redoubled with Tehemence, and eridendy 
^roflfed to mf 9 1 loudly faid, thaC the rob^ 
tion had not a better friend than mylelli 
Upon which a fellow, of a (anguinary 
ai|>e£i:9 widi a pike in his hand^ and wU 
dfintly drunk, forced his way clc^ to mi 
|h«QVgh xHmoxsmAj and laid rudely enougtl^ 
^ If you are telling the truth, pro^^ it by 
putting oa the bonnet rouged 

/*I €on£bnt)'^ anfwcred I, ** and direftly 
the feUow, with one of his c6mpQftt0xi9i, 
advanced, aftd pliai^d the cap on the top^ ^ 
my hair ; for it was too.fmalfor my head< 
1 imagined^ I dWit know why^ that thefif 
intention was merely to place the cap^ an^ 
te Withdraw it direftly ? I thought no 
tR0re about it; indeed, F was too much 
«ngroflfed by^thefcenes aramtfmeyte^thinfc 

of 
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of the cap ; and) after I had retained t6 
my own apartment^ when one of my at^ 
tendants mentioned it, I was aftoniflied 
to find it on my head ; indeed^ I am con-* 
vinced I might have taken it off in the 
hail without any danger ; but, I am alia 
convinced, that if I had oppofed its hctag 
placed on my head, the man in hqjios 
would have plunged his pike into my 
boweW 

M. le Marechal de Mouchy, and M* 
tfHervilly, who were prcfent, arid faw alt 
that pafTed, have both related the fame cir«» 
cumilances in the fame manner; from 
which it appears, that if the king could 
not prevent the infult of the red cap being 
placed on his head, he cannot be accufed 
of allowing it to remain there fo long as it 
did through fear of taking it off. 

On the 23d of June I fent his majefty a 
plan, of which I have preferved the fubfe-^* 
quent note : 

" Article Rrft. To re-eftabHlh the confti-* 
tutional guard, and inform the affembly of it 
by a letter to die prefident, in which the king 

ihould, 
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flipuld, at Uie fame time, give notice, that 
it was his intention to exclude all the officers 
and foldiers againft whom any feripus ac- 
cufation has been proved, defiring the aC- 
Icmbly to fend him a lift of their names. 

" Secoud. To give orders, that the three 
thoufand Swifs, which were at Courbe^ 
voye, ihall fet off in detachments, conllft* 
ing of five hundred men, and be placed in 
the principal villages upon the road to 
Fontainbleau, to attend the king's paflage* 

"Third. As foon as the guard is re^ 
eftablifhed, which can be done in lefs thail 
three days, as the officers and foldiers ar^ 
^1 at Paris,, a letter fhould be written t(» 
the national affembly, importing, that di«, 
king's health, an4 that of the royal family, 
requiring the country air, hi^ majefty in-* 
tended to pafs a few days at Fontainbleau } 
and that he would take nec^iTary meafures 
for preventing this journey;from obftrufl:-; 
ing the public bufmefs. That a letter to 
the fame efFedt fhould be written to th^ 
municipality, and both fent/at the mo- 
ment when their majefties were ftepping 

into 
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Into the caordage} fo that thdr iatentiDtt^ 
ttkight not be knowi^ till thtj had pafled die 
barriers* No ptrfcm ihould be in theif 
confidence befcnrc the inftant m whi^ ihcf 
fet off: that they (houtd go in the &me 
tMtiagt in which they ufually taltt their 
tMngi and every preparation avoided 
yrhkh 4:ould poffiUy nuie fuipidoa of a 
ftcjed to efeapc; 

** FMirth. Theris fhoutd be only one car-' 
lii^, «itd the Ataie number c^ gaaxd» 
wtHch trfiialty accompany the royatfamtty : 
Aat ofdcft {hould be gr^n Ib^ three hutt>» 
dMd guards on horfeback^ to meet the 
Idng, two nntes from Paris, on the road to 
ibnt^i^Ieaiit in order to Overawe aU who 
flMMidd {hew any ^fpofidoa to hinder hia 
nu^'efty fintn eontinmng his journey: the 
Deft of ih« leonf^tudonal giuods ihould be 
diftr^Oted at the various polls where the 
detachiiaents of the Swi6 guards had, ac* 
ceh&ag'to the iecond article, been previ« 
oufly placed^ 

**Rfth. Tfa* an hour aftef flie de» 
{Mttuxi ©# the royal fenxily, M. de la Porte, 

or 
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or any other perfon in the king's confi- 
dence, fhould inform thofe domeftics Which 
the king or queen choofe to attend them ; 
to fet out feparately, and at convenient in- 
tervals, left too great a number of carriages 
appearing at the fame time fhouM excite 
the attention and inquietude of the people/* 

The king wrote, in anfwer, on the mar- 
gin of my plan ; 

" A departure fo precipitate without 
preparations, and before informing the aC. 
fembly, has too much the appearance of 
a flight. If I fhould not fet pfF till the 
affembly have received my letter, and de- 
liberated upon it, they would pafs to the , 
order of the day; and, in that interval, an 
infurredion would be raifed to flop me; 
Befides it will be almoft impoffible to exe- 
cute your plan without taking feveral per- 
fons into our confidence. Thp re-eftablifh^ 
ment of my guard would alfo, in all ap* 
pearance, meet with great oppofition." 

Upon thefe obfervations, I fubmitted to 
the king another plan, or rather the form 
of another letter to the affembly j by which ' 

VOL. II. X he 
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he {hou\i place them between the alterns^ 
tjves , of jippraving of his departure by a 
decree, ov of renderiibg themielves refpon^ 
fiWe for every ^kttempt which might be 
;pade againft his perfon. 

This new letter was coqceived in th^ 
following terms ; 
'« M, Prefident, 

** The health of my family, as well aa 
my own, require that we leave Paris, I 
propofe going to FoQtainbleau, and ihall 
take the n^ceffary meafures to prevent 
the journey from retarding public bufi-s 
nefs. Neyerthelefs, if the affemblyis of 
opinion that I ought not, in the prefent 
emergency, to go far from Paris, I c^n de-i 
fef my departure for a few days*, 

"I beg you will tranfmit to me the opif 
nion of the aflembly on this fubjeft, I de- 
fire alfo, that you may inform them, that I 
^m occupied with the new formation of 
my Gonftitutional guard. 

" I defire that the aflembly may fend me 
the names qf tlie oflBcers or foldiers againft 
whom there exifts any ferious accufation, 

fup-^ 
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Aipported by proof, that they may be left 
out of the new eftablifliment/' , 

At the fame time that I fent this new 
plan, I remarked to his majefly, that the 
aflembly could not avoid deliberating upoa 
his letter ; and, that if thpy approved of his 
^majefty*8 departure, he had no obftacle to 
apprehend j but if, on the contrary, they 
ihould declare that his prefence was necef- 
fary at Paris, they could not difpenfe with 
ufing every poffible precaution for the fe- 
curity of his perfon, that they might not 
give juft ground for being accufed of hav-» 
' ing detained the king for no other reafon 
than in order to have him aflaflinated. 

The king rejeded this fecond plan, by 
the following marginal note ; 

*^ It is undoubtedly necelTary to provide 
for our fafety ; but even that muft be done 
with dignity. I find none in the new plan 
you propofe */' 

* " n faut fans doute 8*occuper de la furet^ ; mais fans 
publier la dignit^ ; et jc n'en trouve pas dana Ic nouvcau parti 
que YOU8 propofe?.** 

X 2 TCs 
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This anfwer was in a ftylc that I never 
fhould have expeded from the king : I 
fufpeded its being didated by the queen ; 
and was confirmed in my opinion next 
day on receiving a letter from her, con- 
ceived ill nearly the fame terms. 

That unfortunate princefs, although 
overwhelmed with misfortunes, 'allowed 
herfelf to be deluded by the hopes, that 
the king's affairs would, of themfelves, 
take a favourable turn : ihe entertained that 
idea to the laft. To this fecurity, or fafal 
want of forefight, we muft attribute her 
repugnance to the only meafures that now 
remained to fave the king and herfelf frpra 
the impending danger. 
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CHAP. x^virL 

iteprefentations madt to the king upon the m^ 
ceffity of adopting aplan^ and adhering t9 
it. — The king approves bf the propofal of 
concerting iiiitb M. Montmorin and M. 
Malouetj refpeSling bis Jituation. — His iHa^ 
jejiys fentiments of M* Malouet.-^^Plifn 
for gaining the tribunes dftbe affethbly^-r^ 
RejeSed by thekingy but executed without 
his knowledge. — He difcovers thisy and or*- 
ders its fufpenjim. — General plan of con-- 
duSt proptfed to bis maj^y. — M^ de la 
FayettCk 

T WAS izx from thinkingthat the faint re- 
"*' mains of royal dignity could be wound- 
ed by the plan I propofed ,to the king, and 
I attributed his anfwer lefs to atiy idea of his 
own of that nature, than to the ufual inde- 
cifion of his character, and to the influ- 
ence of thq queen. To this may be added, 
X3 the 
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the illufion in which he was kept by thofe 
around him, refpe£liflg the attachment of 
the Parifians to his perfon, and the loyalty 
of the national guards both which were 
reprefented as much greater than they were 
in reality. Indeed I had long been averfe 
ftom expofing the dangers that furrounded 
him to their full extent, from a fear of diC' 
couraging him too m^lich. I now thought 
k incumbent on me, however, to reprefibfit, 
in a ietter, that his fituatioa haid becoite fo 
critical, that I durft no longer taiht ofit me 
ta advife him, without the aififbace of 
other counfeUors, in whofe prudence and 
attachment he placed confideucej that it 
appeared abfolutely neceffary tbat fome 
plan of conduft fhould be formed, adapted 
to the prefent circumftances, and ftridly 
adhered to, which would prevent his being 
left to the mercy of events, without the 
power of* refiftance, or any preparation to 
^ mieet them ; that if his majefty had already 
adbpted any plani and would' condefcentf 
to communicate it tb me, I would lay it be- 
fore M, Moiitmoan and M. Malouetjthat 

afteF 



after deliberating ori it wiihthem^ I wOuld 
tranfmit the refuk to his majefty, who would 
tejeQ: or adopt it as his wifdom ditcded. I 
informed the king, at the fame time, that 
iBuob, the juftice of the pe^e, was cleariy of 
bpitiion that nothing was more urgent than 
to fccute a majority in the gaiteries of the 
iaflembly, by placing a fufficient number of 
hired people to oV$ii>aIance th6 emiiTaries 
fcnt there by "the Jacobins. 

Thfe king wrote the following hotes in 
the margin of my ktter t 

ift. "i feel the neceffity of & plati| al- 
though it appears to me impodlible to avoid 
deriaiing fOmetimes from any plati what^ 
ever. Send me one.*' 

2dly. " The khttfkt Of jgaiiiing the tri^ 
himes would bt a good one^ if it were prac- 
ticable :. but we muft renounce it. Du- 
ring the firft aflcmblyj the fame attempt 
coft the civil lift mor^ than three millions^ 
and thetribttne&xv6];econila9tly againft m€ 
notwithftanding^".^ 

jdly. " 1 approve of your takifagthe ad- 
vice of M6ffv9. Montmqtin and Malouet^ 
X 4 refpeCting 
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refpe^ing your plan, and every oth6r im* 
portant matter you may judge proper to 
propofe to me." 

The king efleemed M. 'Malouet, and 
relied on his attachments He had filled 
with honour the places of intendant of the 
colonies and of the marine, and was equally 
diflinguifhed in the aflembly for his under-r 
(landing, courage, and probity* His opi- 
nions,' though generally vefy juft, were 
feldom adopted, becaufe he belonged to ho 
party ; and of courfe all parties were ufu- 
ally againft him. The Cote Droit could not 
forgive him, becaufe he wifhed to have a 
reprefentative government; while he en- 
raged the Cote Gaucbe by his unalterable 
zeal in fupporting royalty. 

I do not fay that at the firft. period of the 
revolution,when people's mindsTwereheated 
by new fyftems, that M* Malouet conflantly 
oppofed the ideas fo univerfally ado{>ted in 
favour of liberty, a new coriftitution, and 
of a confiderable degree of reformation ; he 
had perhaps too high a notion of the advan- 
tages of giving France a new conftitutfon, 

and 
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and a greater degree of freedom* Perhaps 
he imptited to the government certain ads 
of defpotifm, which entirely proceeded 
from the impariqus character of certain mi- 
nifters. He may, in common with the 
heft men, have fallen into miftakes : but it 
muft, be acknowledged that his intentions 
weije always pure; and. that he was the 
firft to forefee and announce thie horrible 
confequences to be dreaded from the revo- 
lution; that none defended, with more in* 
trepidity, the rights and prerogatives of 
the\king, to whom he gave proofs of zeal 
and attachment to the very laft. In (hort, 
he is the only one who, after the conlE- 
tution was accepted, had thie courage to 
afcend the tribune, and make a formal pro- * 
teftagainftit. 

' M. de la Porte, to whom t communicated 
the fcheme of gaining the tribunes, aflured 
me that the king's ftatement was pretty ix- 
a£t ; for that in thefpace of eight or* nine 
months more than 2,500,000 iiyreshad 
been expended for that objeft, but' without 
attaining it In fafl:, the perfons entrofted 
6 with 
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Vridi that bufinefs were fufpedcd of havidg 
titraed the greateil part of the mcMiey ti> 
thdr own profit ; and as it was impofiible 
to guard againft impofitioil in ^ affair t( 
tiiat nature^ the Idog had determined to re^ 
nounce fuch fchemes altc^ether* 

Although, of tlic two chief undertakai 
fer gaining the tribunes^ one made a pur^ 
dhafe^ at diat tlme^ tif land to the vahie o£ 
' 1^200,060, and the other, of land to the ra^ 
lue of 700,660 Uvres, I will not affirm that 
thofe piitchafes were made with the mone^^ 
of the civil lift : but I do affert, that it is 
tiot in their power to clear thenifelves of 
that fufpicion, but by ackiiowledging and 
proving that they were guilty of a degree of 
negligence* almoft as culpable. 

During my own adminiftration-, I kne^l^^ 
by expcricttcey that die applaufe of the tri-^ 
buaes could be fecured at no great est^ 
pence. It waa on the day on which i 
was to give ray final anfwer^ before the 
afiembly, to &e denunciationd which had 
been made againft me» I had been itu 
formed) two days before, that the fecr«t 
5 \ com- 
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committee of Jacobins had agreed to re* 
iAforce the number of their emifiknesrin the 
tribfunea, on parpofe to hifs me. This in-» 
formattion was commimiatted by oae of the 
vainqueurs de la Bajiille^ as they were called. 
I had rendered a ^eat fervice to tUs inan be« 
&)i£ the jrevdliadon^ arid he was entirety de** 
iroted to me ever after. He had great inft u» 
ence in the Fauxbourg St. Ant3oi];ie, dad ea# 
gaged to ^nd, amongil the workmen of that 
quarter^ two hundred robuft hardy fellows 
i?rho might be depended upon^ and tobi*ing 
them to the aiTembiy, on the day appiomc* 
ed, before the doprs^were opened, that they 
might fecure places in the galleries. They 
were direflted to haft or applaud according 
, to certain fignals from their leaders. This 
mameiitre had all the fucceis I could defxre. 
The dSfeonrfe I pronounced was frequently 
interrupted by the applaufc of the tE&uttes, 
which. coatiimeti for a long time after I had 
dcme fpcafcing. The Jacobins were con-? 
founded, and could not comprehend the 
meanmg of it, I was ftili ia the aflembly 
with the other minifters, who had all paid 

me 
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me the compliment of accompanying me 
on that occafioh ; when the Abb^ Fauchet 
defired permiffion to fpeak upon a matter 
which he declared was of great import*: 
ance. 

** A letter has this inftant hsen delivered 
tome," faid he, "informing me, that a 
great portion of the citizens have been hired 
to applaud the minifler of marine/' 

But the abbe's eftablifhed reputation for 
impudence and falfehood made his accufa* 
tion appear ridiculous, efpecially as it was' 
not unufual for the fpeeches which I made 
in the affembly to be applauded by ;he 
people in the galleries j for I had been al- 
ways careful to feafon them with Certain 
words and phrafes which, without regard- 
ing their import, the people never failed to 
applaud, when they were pronounced with 
fufiicient emphafis. 

Hardly* had the Abbe Fauchet finifhed 
his fpeech, than it was ftified by a general 
murmur of the aflembly, and the hifles of 
the tribunes, who had received a fignal for 
that purpofe. 

This 
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.This viaory over the Jacobins coft mc 
nothing, becaufe my champions, from a£<* 
tachment to their chief, would receive no- 
thing from him but a glafs of brandy, 

I gave the king an account of this^ lu 
Anfwer to his majefty's laft notes ; and I 
fent him a plan that Buob had remitted to 
me, for ^gaining the tribunes, by which the 
expence would only haye amounted to 
3oo livres a day. It was as follows : 

To fill the two firft rows of the galleries 
with ?62 perfptls, whofe pay was to be as 
follows : 

I ft. For a chief, who alone was in the 
fecret, 50 livres a day. 

' {zdly. An under-chief, cbofen by the firft, 
25 livres a day, 

3dly. Ten adjutants, at 10 livres a' day, 
to be chofen by the chief, but having no 
acquaintance with each other. Each of 
thefc were ordered to hire twenty-five men, 
and to hiring them every day to tKp af? 
iembly. 

4thly. Two hundred and fifty m$p, at 
50 fols a dfty> 

The 
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Tfie chkf wasto be placed in the mididle 
of the front of one gallery, and the under- 
chief to take his place in the fame part of 
the other ; the chiefs only to be known to 
the five adjutants who were place4 in each 
gallery. The under-chief was to receive 
orders by a fignal from his fuperior, which 
could be underftpod by him only ; who, 
by a fccond fignal, conveyed the order to 
the adjutants, who, on their part, by a fignal, 
communicated it to the twenty-five men each 
adjutant had under him. This ina,nceuvre 
was always performed in both galleries at 
the (ame inftant. The ten adjutants, and all 
under them, w^ere to b^ engaged in the name 
of Petion, and on pretence of fupportingthe 
conftitution againft ariftocrate's and repub-. 
licans, A gentleman, in the king's confi-. 
dence, was to communicate with an officer 
of the diibanded guards, devot^ to his 
majefty, fnmilhiqg him, at the fame time, 
'With money and inftrudlions for the con-* 
du£k of the tribunes. TJiis officer was to 
4eUver the fame to a man in whom he had 
confidence, who was the engager of the 

chief, 
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chief, who, on receiving the money and 
inftru<aion8, was to diltft the whole m 
above mentioned. ■ ■ - 

By means of thole precauttons, the ea« 
tire difcovery of the plan was next to im-» 
pojSible; becaufe, although one of the 
agents had revealed all he knew, yet, by 
making another agent difappear, the chain 
of difcovery would have been entirely 
liroken. 

In order to guard againft impofitiou as 
much as polTible, l^uob propofed to feodl 
five men eve^ day to each tribune, as oIk. 
fervcrs of what pafl5ed, with orders to en-, 
deavour to calculate nearly the number of 
thofe who applauded or who hiiTed, and 
bring him an account of it. 

The king fent back the whole of thU 
plan to me, without approving it: but whea 
I informed Buob, who was, of all the^nefir 
I ever knew, the moil headftrong and un«* 
manages^le, he faid, with paflion, 

^* The king may think of this plan what 

he pleafes, but I am certain that nothing 

but this, or a fcheme of the fame nature,^ 

. ' can 



^^t 
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caQ iave him and his family. I will there^ 
fpfQ take it on me to fave them at every 
rilk ; and if I ihould never be paid by the 
civil lift, I will do without it.'* 

Accordingly he made the trial for a week, 
and the confequence was as follows : The 
foil and fecond day the chiefs were con- 
tented to prevent both hifling and applaud- 
ing* The fignals they gave for preferving 
filence were always under the pretence of 
wifhing to hear the fpeakers more diftinSly, 
This alone was an eflential point gained. 
The third day they began to applaud the 
conftitutional orators with moderation, and 
continued to prevent their opponents from 
being applauded. On the fourth day. tl^ey 
obferved the fame plan; only the applaufc 
of the conftitutional fpeeches was more 
animated. The aflembly were at a lofs to 
comprehend the meaning of all this. The 
members looked frequently with aftonifh- 
ment to the tribpnes : but feeing them filled 
with people of the ufual appearance, they 
imputed the applaufe to fome miftake,' and 
,tOQk ijQ farther notice, The fifth day the 

famq 
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fame applaufes were redoubled, and they 
began to hifs faintly anti-conftitutional.mOf- 
tions and opinions. The aflembly was a 
little difconccrted : but one of the adju^ 
tants, being queftioned by a deputy, an- 
fwered, that he was for the conftitution and 
for Petion. They were confirmed in the 
notion of the audience being under a mif- 
take. The fixth day, the hifles and ap- 
plaufes being continued in the fame ftyle, 
but with much greater violence, the af- 
fcmbly took offence. ,A motion was made 
againft the tribunes, which they repelled 
with clamour, abufive language,;and threats^ 
Some of the people in pay carried their au- 
dacity fo far as to raife their flicks, in a 
menacing manner, againft the deputies 
neareft them, exclaiming, that the affem- 
bly was a band of villains who deferved to 
be deftroyed. 

The prefident, being, perhaps, afraid 
that the whole of the audience plight 
adopt the fame opinion, broke up . the 
afTembly. 

VOL. lit y In 
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In going out of the hall, federal of the 
deputies, addrefiing fome of the moil z£tiYC 
agents, were j^red that they had been en<* 
gaged in the name of Petion« Hiofe de« 
putie$ immediately carried their compbint 
to him, convinced that he had been de^ 
eeived ; that he vrould difapprore the con-* 
dud of his agents, and difmifs them* 

Petion, who had not bqfore heard what 
pafied in the aflembly, (wore, with great 
truth, that he had no hand in the abetter | 
and that he had not, for a long time, em« 
ployed any perTon in the tribunes; adding 
that it muft be fome manoeuvre of his ene* 
mie8,'and that he would neglect no means of 
difcovering the authors. Accordingly I re^* 
eeived accounts that his emiflaries had beea 
in the Fauxbourg St. Antolne, and had 
queftioned a number of workmen, without 
making any difcovery. 

The Hag took notice of the remarkabte 
change which had taken place in the tri- 
bunes, and foon guefled the caufe. He 
wrote to me, that he faw they had been 
ipined, but that the expedient had been 

ciuried 
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carried too far ; that it ihould be referred 
for a more urgent occafion ; and that he 
Would let file know when he wifhed fiitii 
means ihould be employed ; meanwhile, 
that I muft give Buob podtive orders to 
diiband his troops. 

I have often thought that it would have 
been wifer to have adhered to the plan of 
merely filencing the tribunes, as it was by 
means of their clamour and applaufe that 
the alTembly pafTed the mod violent de*- 
crees: but Buob was anxious, above every 
thing, to convince the king, that by paying 
the tribunes, it would be pollible to go any 
lengths againft the Jacobins. If this oh)t€t 
could have been attained at this defperate 
moment, when the force of the govern- 
ment was greatly weakened, and when 
there remained only one crime more to be 
committed, ih order to overfet the ^mo- 
narchy, it is probable that had Buob's 
jJan been adopted during the firft aflembly, 
before the intemperate heat of the Jacobins 
had mifled, and even enflaved, the public 
y 2 mind^ 
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mind, the government might have been 
maintained. 

After feveral conferences with Meflra. 
Montmorin and Malouet, refpeSing the 
•plan which the king had demanded of us, 
we propofed to him what follows : 

" I ft. To prepare, without lofs of time, 
the re-eftabliflxment of the conftitutional 
guard. 

*^ 2dly. To defer, as long as poflible, 
the execution of the decree fupprefling the 
Swifs guard, on purpofe to unite them with 
the troops of the line. 

" 3dly. To let no opportunity efcape of 
publiftiing proclamations, the beft calcu- 
lated for enlightening the people refpe<3:ing 
the manoeuvres and fnares of the Jacobins, 
and for keeping the Parifians in the favour- 
able difpofition produced by the infurrec- 
tion of the 20th of June ; alfo to write let- 
ters, with the fame view, to the affembly, as 
often as any plaufible pretext fhould occur. 

** 4thly. To endeavour to find the means 
of withdrawing from Paris in the fafeft 
way poflible. 

" 5thly. 
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** 5thiy. Not to divide his confidence ; 
that is to fay, not to confult feparately 
people of different notions and principles, 
who, having no communication .with each 
other, would only etobarrafs him, or lead 
him into contradiftoisy ineafutes, which 
would end in ruin.'* 

The king did not return the above plan* 
for two days after receiving it. The fub-. 
fequent anfwer was written in the margit^ 
when it came to me. , 

** I cannot but approve of your plan, 
and have only tOvobje£t to the difficulty I 
forefee in its execution. Mention circum-^ 
ftantially in your nejcit how: t)xfi firft and 
fourth articles are to be accpmpliflied/' 

I had already refleded on thofe means 
which we had difcufied in our committee ; 
but it was unnecefTary to inform the kpg 
of them until we knew whether or not our 
plan would be agreeable to him. 

The part which M. de la Fayette afted 
at the commencement of the revolution, 
was too remarkable for permitting his con- 
dud at a later period fo be pafled over in 
y 3 filence* 
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fiknce* Hib cx)nftitutional general, whofe 
head was nut a little turned by the Ameri^ 
can rtvoiuticmy and by extravagant fentU 
ments of liberty, had nnqueftionafaly been 
Mie of die principai inftigators of the 
French revolutfon ; of which he expend 
to become the Walhington. His fricnda 
idbougbt him in reality capable of being fo ; 
but he has fmce fu£ciently proved, that 
whatever refemblancc there might be in 
their drefs or appearance, there was a pro* 
AgiQUS difbence in their abilities. 

But juftice and truth compel me to ac« 
knowledge, that from the end of March 
1792, M. de la Fayette's eyes feemed to 
have become open to his paft errors : (his 
prcfent fituation, and the misfortunes (rf his 
femily forbid any hariher expreflion ;) the 
dreadful progrefs of the revolution alarmed 
him ; and he ieemed fincerely refolved to 
try every means to iave the king* 

Afthougb he did not poiTefs all the firm* 

nefs requifite for fuqh an attempt, pecfaapa 

he would have fucceeded, had it not been 

for the extreme reluctance of their majefties 

S to 
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to every Tigorous mc^iure, and their \m^ 
ymBittgae& to owe ftieh an important fer^- 
' rkst to a maa whom they had £0 long coq«« 
. fidered ad their enemy. 

One day, about the b^mning of June^ 
I met with M. de Lally Tolendal, recently 
MTiTed from Englaod, at NL de Montmo* 
li&'s : be afked me to go with him into the 
garden, where he fpdoe to me as fid- 
lows: 

^ aSr, though I am no kmger a French 
but a Britiih fubje£t, I will retain to my 
lateft breath, the wanneft attachment to the 
jperfon, relpeft for the virtues, and gratis 
tude for the favours of Lewis X VI. 

** If ever tiie day flioidd arrive in ttliich 
I ihaH be iniibrumental to His fa^, I will 
cfteem it the bappiefib of my life. I am here 
^that parpo(fi3 only, and we are not to^ 
tally devoid of hope. I fay ^ty becaufe I 
aih umted vnik M. de Clermont Tonnerre, 
and odier friends, devoted entirely to die 
king, to royalty, and to liberty^ A plan 
for his complete reftoration on thefe 
Y 4 grounds, 
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grounds, has been the xefult of all our de-^ 
liberations. We have communicated our 
plan to M. Malouet, He has advifed mo 
to make you acquainted with it, as ydm 
poflefs the king's confidence ; and ][:haye 
called you afide for that purpofe/^ ' 

After this introdu<aion, M. dc Lally afU 
fured me that the balls of the plan forogied 
by himfelf and his airociates,:nras. to fet 
the king at full liberty ; to crufh the Jaqo- 
bins; to render his majefty the mediator 
between France and Europe, between the 
French and the French ; then to proce€4 
to reforni this conftitu|ion itfelf j to bound 
the popplar power by the means of the 
jfeople themfelves j and to enfiire to 
Lewis XVI. the confolation which his 
heart fo much panted after, that of uniting, 
like Trajan, the liberty of the peqple with 
the prerogative of the prince. 

" All this is very fine indeed," . fiiid I ; 
*• but for the execution of the firft ftep, the 
king's deliverance, what means have you f* 
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. ^ *' La Fayette, with; his hatidijaljguardiS,'.' 
replied he, "or whh his army,: or with 
both." : ' ^ 

"La Fayette!. La Fayette!" cried, L; 
" and.is it poffible ypu can depend ou fuch a 
man after all we have feen' of. his coa4 

dua?" 

** The queftion no longer is what M, de: 
la Fayette' did three years /ago/' faid he; 
^ but what }ie can and is willing to do 
now. Is it not poffible for the fame man 
to be inflamed with a love of liberty, fo as 
to be led aftray, and afterwards ardently 
endeavour to crufh that unbouiided and cri- 
minal licence, which he at length perceives 
to be dangerous to true freedom ? At this 
moment La Fayette ifepiirfuing his romance; 
He has juft now begun tb- be a believer in 
the rights of royalty, becaufe he conceives it 
to be now adopted, fettled, and confolidated 
by the choice and the oaths' of the people. 
But if royalty is as facred to him by it* 
recent, as it is to us by. its apcient titles; 
if he remains as ftridly bound to the mo- 
6 narchy. 
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narchy, becaufe it b in the eon^tudon; as 
we arei becaole it is in our heam and our 
reafooy of what importance is this differeftee 
to us, fince he proceeds widi i|s to the fame 
end ? It is his adions, not his motives^ we 
fiand in need o£'' 

Though by no means convinced by Ais 
feaibning, I could not rdfufe to tranfinit it 
to the king, with a long memorial whidi 
M« Makmet gave me. on the p«t c^ M; de 
XaHy^ 

Some days after, M. de la Fayette wrote 
from the army his famous letter of th« 
i6th of June, addreffed to ike a&mbly 
agaSnft the Jacobins, and demanding die 
fuppreflion of thtk meetings. This letter 
was greatly apj^uded by the majority g( 
the aflembly and the tribunes ; but it irri- 
tated the Jacolnns to fuch a degree, that to 
prove that they were not intimidated by 
his attack, fhey excited the infurredion of 
the 2oth of June, The horrible circum- 
ftances of that day filled the army with in« 
dignation, and encouraged M. de la Fayettt 

to 
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to appe«r at the bar of the aflemUy on.the 
aSth of the fame moath. In the luttne of 
all the officers and fol4iers of hia anny, h» 
demanded the pumflunent of the authox;^ 
^d accomplices of the crimes and exceilea 
committed oa the 20th. 

When the king heard^ on the morning 
<^the 98th, that M. de la Fayette wan ar« 
rived from the army, and of the demand ha 
was to make at the bar of the afiembly, hw 
expedations were very high refpe^ing the 
fuccefs of that meafure : but they were aoc 
of lof^ duration i for, aUhou^ the dif** 
QQiirfe, pronoimced by the gene]^, was as 
firong 9$ the circumftances exaded, mA 
was beard with af^laufe by the au^enee; 
and although he was invited to the honoitm 
c£ the/e^MC€i yet fcarcely had He taken 
his feat, when his conduft was violemtty 
attacked by feveral deputies, particularly 
Jby Vergniaud and Guadet. 

They reproached him for having quitted 
his poft without leave, and for attempting 
to intimidate the aflemWy in the name of 

the 
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the army ; for both of which^ they aOTeited, 
he well deferved to have a decree crfaccii- 
Ation pronounced againft him. During 
thofe declamations, which were alfo ap- 
plauded by the tribunes, M. de la Fayette- 
remained filcnt and paflive j and thus per-* 
mitted all the favourable effe£t produce4 
by the bold ftep he had taken to be fo 
completely annihilated, that he thought the 
beft thing he could do, was to make his 
tfcape from Paris that very night, and to 

, join the army, - 

• M. de la Fayette's appearance at the- 
bar would, in all prdbability, havfc had a 
tery different ifTue, if, * previous to- his ar- 
rival, his friends at Paris had ' prepared 
thofe of the National guards, who were at- 
tached to him, for his coming; if they 
hfid made him be -accompanied to the af- 

, fembly by a part of thofe guards, and had 
filled the tribunes with the reft ; and if; 
beirig thus fupported, M. de la Fayette,* at 
the very firft fentence of Guadet's fpeech, 
had called^ him to order, and addreffed the- 
: - prefident 
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prlbfident in feme fuch terms as the follow- 
ing: 

" That member, fir, forgets that I fpeak 
here in the name of an army, faithful ta 
the conftitution, and ready to fhed their 
blood in fighting againft * its domeftic, as 
well as its foreign enemies ; and that, on 
the petition of this ^rmy, of which I am 
the bearer, it is the inftant bufinefs of the' 
aflembly to deliberate; more efpecially as 
I was obliged by my foldiers, when. I left 
them, to promife to difpatch a courier to 
inform them of the decifion of the aflem- 
bly at the end of this vtry feance*^ and I 
muft not diffemble, that if your decifion is 
not conformable to the conftitutional de- 
mand which I have now exprefled in their 
name, I cannot' anfwer for the .confc-; 
quences." 

M. de la Fay^te, however, feems not to 
have been quite difcouraged by the ill fuc- 
cefs of his embafly; for, on the loth of 
July, M. de Lally came again to me, 
with an air of triumph; and putting a^ 
paper into my hands, he faid, ".Read 

what 
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what I am authorifed to tranfmit to the 
king, and remdn afterwards incredu-* 
lous if you ean.** It was a long letter 
written by M. de la Fayette from his army ; 
in which he drew a plan (ready, as he 
iaid, for execution) to open the Way to the 
king through his enemies, and to eftablifh 
him in fafety either at Compieignc, 6r in 
the north part df France, furrounded by 
hi« conftitutional guards, and by his faith- 
ful army. All this was to be done conlti- 
tudonally. 

I tranfinitted this letter to the king, who, 
notwithftanding that his diftruft of M. dc 
la Fayette was oonfiderably abated, could 
never believe that he had it in his power 
to accompUfh the reftoralion of the mo- 
liarchy, like another Monk j and, befides, 
he deemed the plan now propofed but 
feebly calculated for tha^ purpofc. His 
majefty, therefore, fent me an obliging, but 
a negative anfwer, to deliver to M. de 
UOy, to be by him tranfinitted to M. de la, 
Fayette. It was in thcfe words : 

~Let 
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^^ Let him know that I am fenfible of his 
attachment in propoling to incur fb much 
danger; but it would be Imprudent to put 
fo many fprings in motion at once. The 
beft way he can ferve me is to continue to 
make himfelf a terror to the fa&ious, by 
ably performing his duty as a general.'* 
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CHAR XXIX. 

A dcfign formed by Santerre of murdering 
the queen. — Prevented. — One of my letters 
to the ,queen taken from my table by a. 
journaiyi. — The arrival of the Mar^ 
feillois at Paris. — Meafutes propofed to 
the kifig on that occa/ion. — A club ejla^ 
blijhed under the name of National Club. — 
Lieut au f s troop. — Mayor of Etampes. 

NOTWITHSTANDING his majefly's ap- 
probattion of the plan prefented to 
him from Meffrs, de Montmorin, Malouet, 
and myfelf, there was no certainty of its full 
execution; becaufe the king and queen 
never could retain a full confidence in any 
man or fet of men, they were apt to give a , 
certain weight to the opinion of others, 
however oppofite. The confequence was, 
that in the different projefts of letters and 
proclamations, as well as in the meafures 
we propofed, the king adopted fome part, 

but 
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but added others, which often defttoyed the^ 
cffea Of the whole. 

Thus, in fpite of all our efforts, new 
errors daily augmented the dangers whi<ih 
threatened the king and monarchy* We 
difregarded thofe which "were perfonal, 
KoweVcr imminent : our thoughts and- 
wifhes, were wholly engroffed by the defire 
of faving. that auguft and unfortunate fa^ 
mily, who were too much abandoned ; 
and it required all the zeal and attachment 
which animated us, not to be difcouraged. 
by the continual obftacles which the king's 
indecifion oppofed to the fuccefs of our 
meafures. 

Towards the end of June, or in the be- 
ginnii^ of July^ a man whom I did not 
know, whofe name was Grammont Carton; 
and, by his own account^ an officer in the 
Etat Major of the army, came to my houfe 
betwixt eight atid nine o'clock at night; 
and told me, that he had a fccret of the 
utmoft importance to communicate, and 
which concerned the lif^ of the queen j 
but, as I was hot acquainted with him, he 

VOL. II. z defired, 
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defiled^ that^ preylous to his explsumng 
Himfelf, I fhould confult her majefiby, to 
nvhorni he faid, he had been perfoaally 
known ever fince the 6th of Odober 1789. 
I wrote next day to the queen, informing 
her of this converfation ; but fuppreffing 
what related to herfelf , and defiring to know 
whether this Grammoat Carton was a" 
► perfon to whom I might Men with con-- 
fidencc ; and, to Ave her trouble, I begged 
her majefty would return my letter, 1;vith 
i fimple aflfirmatire^ or negative, for anfwen 

The fame day, about twelve o'clock, my 
letter was returned, with the following ver*s 
bal anfwer from the queen : 

" Yes, but wi<h caution/* 

Having laid my' letter^ which had been 
thus returned, i^n the table^ I continued 
to cohverfe for half aft hour with the 
perfon who had brought it ; after which, 
a joumalift of my acquaintance entered^ 
my apartment. Before he feated himfelf^ 
he threw down fome papers he had in 
his hand upon my bureau^ and placed^ 
hiB hat above ihem; then, he explained 
6 . ihe 



the occafioti df his vUit^ ^^ick wai td beg 
I wt)Uld lend him a thbufsoll liVrts td 
cnaWe him to print k new ^dkioh itf bii 
account of the infurrfedlion df the 2t3nh of 
June. His ftatement of that eVeiit ^ i^hlte 
it was jperfeftly exad, put the condud: of 
his majefty in the mbft faroUrabie point of 
View ; and was, by that meariis, calculated 
to make a happy Impreffion oil the mihdi 
of the people; 

1 was the moit furprifed at this diiiiahdl^ 
as, immediately after the puMidation of that 
paper, hfe had come and reptefchted to me^ 
that it was his intehtion to pUblifh a fiicdnd 
e(fiti6n, to diftribute j^riz/// all oVer the Ca- 
pital and the Fauxbourgsj but that he 
could not on account of the prefent diftrefe 
of hi^ c^rtumftances. On this reprefenta^ 
don I gave him 300 livres^ Vkrhich was the 
fum he required. However, on his repre* 
feAtihg that his prefent demand was for a 
third edition, of which a thoufand copim 
Wwe to be diftributed thtou^ all the prin- 
tipai towns of the kingdom ; add that he 
-txpefted only the lend of the money, 

22 which 
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which he would repay from the profits oC 
the fale; I agreed to his demand j aad, 
having taken up his hat and papers, he re- 
tired. About half an hour after he was 
gonei I looked for my letter to the queen ; 
and not finding it, concluded that I had 
burnt it) as had been my intention. About 
a fortnight after, one of my brothers came 
to me, with an air of confternation, and 
told me, that my correfpondence with the 
queen was difcovered ; and that one of my 
letters to her majefty had been found. M 
I was convinced that the queen burnt all 
my letters which ihe did not fend back to 
me, I had no doubt but that this was a 
trick in order to difcover, by my uneafi- 
nefs or my tranquillity, whether I really 
was in<. correfpondence with her majefty or 
BOt ; I therefore defired my brother to be 
quite eafy on the fubjed i and begged that 
he would try to find out from what quarter 
the calumny came. 

He returned to me next day, and told 
me that one of his friends, whofe inten- 
tions, with regard to me, could not be fuf- 
: /* pe&ed| 
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peded, had aflured him, that his informa- 
tion was from one who had fecn the letter ; 
that it confiftcd of eight or ten lines, in my 
hand- writing. Still this did not alarm me. 
I fuppofed it a counterfeit letter, in which 
aiy hand-writing was imitated. 
' On the evening of the fame day, the ba- 
ron de Gillier came to me to obtain fome 
information for madame Elizabeth. I 
ipoke to him of the ftory which had gone 
abroad, of my correfpondence with the 
queea $ and I afked him if he had heard 
of it 

♦* What i$ more," faid he, ** I have read 
your letter to the queen." 

*^ Read my letter to the queen I Im- 
poffibler 

•* I repeat it,'* faid he. ** I read your 
letter to the queen. But make yourfelf 
eafy, for I made it be burnt in my pre— 
fence. In this letter you afked the queen 
if you might liflen with confidence to a 
particular perfon, who faid that he was 
known to her majefty, and had an import- 
ant feccet to communicate to you," 

z S ••But 
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^* But where ins that letter V^ faid L 

^* In the hands of a journaKftj, who, tho 
kft time he came to fpe you, took it, by mii^ 
take, from yqur table, among fome papers 
pf his own." 

" You haye affurcdly rendered ine a veryr 
great feryicc,'* ffdd I j ^' for fome people; 
look pains to a^Ture me, that the peribn 
who was in pofieffidn of that letter intend-* 
ed to buke mt pnrchafi^ it at the price of ^ 
confiderable fum of money; which cer-* 
tainly was in his power, becaufe,'akhongH 
there was nothing criminal in the letter^ 
yet at this peidod, the difcovery of any 
correfpondence with the queen might have 
j»oved fatal to me.*^ 

The day on which I received the queen's 
anfwer, M. Grammont returned to mejj 
afed upon my telling him that J was now ^ 
authorifed by her majefty to hear what he 
had to fay^ he affured me he was pofi- 
tively informed that Santerre had the pro-j 
je£t to have the quepn aflaffinated • that a 
grenadier of his battalion had engaged to 
perpetrate the crime, for a confiderable 

funj^ 
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fam of money, afmall part of which he had 
ahready received; that he had confided the 
fecret to a girl with whom he lived, and 
whom he would be enabled to marry, by 
nieans of the fum he was promifcd. The 
girl, who was a wafherwoman,. entrufted 
the Jfecret to a female friend, who commu-ii 
nicated it to her own lover, who happened 
to be the hair-drefler of M. Grammoni; 
Carton, to whom he communicated the fe«> 
cret, informing him, at the fame time^ 
that he knew the grenadier in queMon'^ 
whofd figure was fufiiciently remarkable, 
by a large cicatrice in his left cheek ; and 
that the 14th of July, the day of the 
federation^ was the time fixed upon i&t 
execution. 

In fpite of the fufpicious diannels through 
which the intelligence came to me, it was 
of too ferious a nature to be neglected. \ 
gave information to M. de la Porte, being 
convinced that he would take every pre- 
caution the circumftance required. At the 
fame time I ordered the j tfftice of peace 
JBuob to place ^ dozen of fpics about the 
z 4 palace. 
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palace, to watch for the grenadier, of whofe 
figure a defcription was given, with orders, 
that as foon as .they faw him, to ^ve .uo^ 
tice to the officer commanding the neareft 
poft ofthe guard; becaufel was informed, 
by M. de la Porte, that all the commanders 
of guards had received prders taarreft that 

fello^Y* 

: On the 14th of July, M. Gr^mnaont 
went hiipfelf to. the cha^teau. The grena-f 
dier appeared at eight o'clock at night, 
df efied in a plain coat ] and although h^ 
'was perceived by the fentinel of \htport0 
royalty yet he had the addrefs to mak^ his 
efoape. J^e had the impudence, however, 
to return at eleven the fame night, in his 
uniform, and was taken up at the bottom 
of the ftair leading to the queen's apart- 
ments. He was at firft remarked by having 
feathers in hig cap of » colour different 
from thofe worn by the battalion then on 
guard, and afterwitrds completely diftiur 
gi^ifhed by the cicatrice pn his cheek. H9 
was immediately cpnduaed to the guar<}r 
room, pn fearching him, a cutl^fs w^s 

, found 
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£>und concealed in the lining of his coat. 
The next morning, juft as he was going to 
be brought before the judge of peace, he 
was carried off by a band of ruffians, who 
came to the gates of the chateau on purpofe 
to refcue him. 

I was informed of this event by M. 
Grapamont, whom I perfuaded to make a 
formal declaration of the aboye fa£ts before 
M. Maingeot, judge of the peace in the 
£b&ion ]pf the Thuilleries, and have the 
fame verified by the teftimony of the offi«« 
cers who had been on guard at the queen^s 
apartment. A verbal procefs of the whole 
yras accordingly made. 

This a£k of duty proved fatal to M. Main- 
geotf That refpedable man was among 
the vidims of the loth of Auguft. Szn^ 
terre, who knew that he had drawn up the 
pTQces verbal refpe ding the grenadier, fent 
^ a band of affaffiilt to his houfe, who, hav-« 
ing murdered him, feized his papers, and 
brought them in triumph to their worthy 
chief. 

Two 
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Two days after the lOth, as Gnm^ 
moiit htrnfetf has fince infarmcd me, San-* 
terre paade a defcri{^oa of his face and 
perfon to be poiled on the walls, with a- 
promife-of a confiderable reward to any 
who would deliver him to Santerre, dead 
Of alive. 

This fa€t may be true : but as I myfelf 
was obliged to remain concealed^ from the 
loth of Auguft till I made my efcape out 
ef France, I had no opportunity of in* 
quiring about it. 

The )4th of July was rendered extreme*^ 
ly critical, ffrom the following drcum^ 
ftances. The camp of 20,000 men, de-^ 
&reed by the aiTembly, was prevented from 
being eftablifhed, by the king's refufal to 
fanftioa the decree. In order to fupply 
this, the Jacobins had taken meafures for 
having all the vagabonds they could en^. 
gage brought to Paris, under the title of 
Federal. Amongft thefe was the&moos 
band of banditti known by the name of 
Maffeilloisy who J on the very day of their 
jirrival in Paris, attacked, in the Champs 
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^li/ecf^ a detachment of the natlonai 
guards, who were fuppoied moft deTOte4 
to the kmg, and woynded feveral officers, 
and foldiersr 

Amongfl the mcafuresof fecurity which 
theie dangerous bands rendered neceflary, 
that which ftruck me as the fafeft and moft 
pr^dicable was to eftablifh, at a houfe i^ 
the Caroufel, oppolite to the Thuillerie8| 
anaflembly, under the title of the National 
Club or AfTociation, where all the officer^ 
and foldiers of the national guard that could 
be depended on, and other citizens, well 
difpofed to the king and conftit^tion^ 
might occaiions^lly meet j 2^nd in cafe of 
any attack on the palace, aflemble in arms^ 
for-its defence^ on the fhortcft notice. 

Buob, who firft fuggeft^ thiB fcheme 10 
pie, propofed, at the fame time, to add €1% 
or feven hundried auxiliaries, chofea out of 
the manufactory of Perier, of which feve- 
ral of the principal workmen were zealous 
royalifts* Thofe alone were to be in the 
lecret ; and two of them were to go every 
fBornipg to the (;lub, and remain the whole 
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day, that they might be ready to give no- 
tice for the others to come with their foI« 
lowers as foon as they were required. 

The pay of thofe principals, was to be 
five livres a day, and that of the workmen 
forty fols on the days they were employed, 
and ten when they were not. The real 
deftination of this force was to be kept, 
iecr^t from the under**workmen. It was to 
be given out to them that. they were only 
required to join the national guard, to allift 
in maintaining order in the capital. They 
were to wear red caps, and were to be 
armed with the pikes previoufly depofited* 
in the club-houfe ; and in order to avoid 
receiving Jacobin fpies, or perfons whofc 
principles were not known,, into this ailb* 
dation, none were to be admitted but by 
a majority of three^fourths of the cluU 

The king approved of the plan, and de^ 
fired me to defiray the expence of it, which 
amounted to one thoufand livres a day, in^ 
eluding the other expences of the cluh, 
namely, the refrefhments, which* were 
given at the loweft. price poflible, in.ord^' 

t« 
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to attrad the greater number of.foldiers. 
The pike8, iomets rouges^ t^e$i chairs^, 
benches, and other furniture,, eoft 900a 
livres. The eftablifhment was complete 
in lefs than four days* 
. About thia time another aflbciation of 
the fame kind was formed for the fkxop 
purpofe. It confifted of a number more 
or kfs confiderable, chofen out. of the po-* 
pulace, and commanded by one Lieutauti 
formerly officer of the guard national of 
Marfeilles ; a man equally brave and intel- 
figent, who had afted a principal part in 
the infurreSiori of that city againft the re- 
volution during the firft national affembly. 
I only knew Lieutaut by reputation ; but 
I had employed one of his aid-de-camps 
with fucccfs on the day of xhtfete given to 
the foldiers of CbateauVieux on their recall 
from the gallies *• 

Befides 

* The Swifs regiment of Chateau Fkux having joined 
with the feditious troops at Nancy , againft whom M. de 
Boui]16 had been fent, the mofl culpable had been con* 
dcmned and fent to the galties at Breft ; but the Jacobins 
had influence with the afiembly to obtsan a decree to annul 

their 
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• Befides being courageous, and ^tirciy 
, devoted to the king, he pofiefled the talents 
of varying his countenance, and changing 
the found of his voice, fe entirely, th^ he 
waa not to be known for the fame perfon* 
By this mean» he fbmetimes made himfelf 
pafs for one of the Marfeillms ; at othor 
times, for a vrorkmaa in one or other of 
tiie fuburbs of Paris, whofe accei^ and 
manners he could affume with wondeifiil 
iuccefs. Thus, in thofe various chara£ker«^ 
he gained admiffion into ail the patriodc 
meetings, and groups ; difcovered thdf 
proje£ts,,and gave me informaticm* 

As It was to be dreaded that the Jaco^ 
bins, ever on the watch, would feize the 
occafion of the populace returning intoxi« 
cated from the Champ dt MUrs^ where the 

ttieir condemnation^ and fet them at liberty. Not (ktisfied 
with thw, they invited the foldiers to iParis, and then prc- 
^red a triumphant entertainment for them in the Chamft Jd 
Mars. This entertainment was called h Pitt de Chateau 

So different was the treatment which the jacobinv gaif6 tti 
thofe Swifs who had rebeHed, from that which they flawed 
on the loth of Auguft to the Swifs who were faithful to tlitf 
king and conftitution* 
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fete of Cbatiom Vieux was to be held, to ex- 
cite them to attack the palace, I inilmfted 
this agent to do erery thing in bis pow<r 
tD pnerofit thi9 j for which purpofe 1 4i-i 
Tt&sA hira to employ about thirty of his 
jBoft fo^r friends to watch over the di$er«- 
«it groups, admoniik them to snodieratiofi, 
entreating them dot to difgrac^ the patri- 
isdcjeie by ads of tumult UiA eitoefe j and 
afliiring them, that fuch was the wiih d 
the.JacoiHcis,of Petion, Marat^ Rohefpierre, 
&c. &c. I gave him 600 Kvtes to enaMe 
him to treat his principal kgents with a 
tgood fupper, and five livres each, in the 
name of a patriotic fociety. I told hlmj at 
the fiune time, if his endeavours to main* 
-tain order were without effeft, and if any 
^danger was to be apprehended for the 
Chateau \ in that cafe he was to return 
before the populace left the' Champ dc 
Mars^ and. to give timely notice of the 
danger by a fignal from a particular part, 
of the Pont Royal that could be remarked 
at the Pavitlion de ITfor^, at a window, 
where a man appoihted by M. de h IPortb 
.? . ' ' was 
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was ftadoned to obferve. But foitunately" 
this precaution was unneceflaiy, as the day 
pafTed with much ^eater tranquillity than 
was expeded. I cannot determine whether 
this is to be attributed to the vigilsfnce of 
my agents, or to a plan of the Jacobins^ 
who might polfibly have taken meafures to 
prevent any tumult on this occafion, that 
the Parifians might be accuftomed to fee 
the populace aflemble without dread. 

The feU ci Chateau Vieux^ contrived by 
die Jacobins to irritate the people againft 
the ^ng's pretended tyranny, had all the 
fuccefs they could wifh* The foldicrs wha 
had revolted, and who juftly merited death, 
were oarried in a triumphal car to the 
Champ dc Mars^ where the abfurd popu>- 
lace, under the guidance of the infamous 
CoUot d'Herbois,. proclaimed them martyrs 
of, liberty, vi&ims of defpotifm ] and, as 
fuch, had carefled, and given them mon y , 
over and above a confiderable fum railed 
by a general contribution. 

That criminal farce was but too well cat 

culated to familiarife the people with the 

5 idea 
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'and by this meanis endtely extitigui&'ihe 
iaint remains of refpea they had:itiii re- 
4ik»3^ for the king and his authdbiiy;^ ^ . 

Buob, whofe zeal was always wSklve^ 
ptepdfed to .me to obliterate the impwffioii 
<£ this feit by giving ahothef ih hoisour of" 
tibie Major ilfiampes^ who had juft teen 
maflacred, by a poj^ular ihfurre£fcion, while 
dUcfhai%ing the duties of his place^laBrt 
whp was vety generally regretted. . 

I mentioned, the propofal to the king, 
w^ apprdved bf it^ and ih^fted^ the 
•fflians of rendering xht^/ete hiore fodemxi 
H^d ftiifeing. : T 

/ f^ This^/^ is veryiwdl inugiM^^^ laid 
his^majefty ; " and it will .have ftill more 
efFeft if the motion comes iBt)m the 
ieiSibns or the municipalityi'* . ;. i 

BUob undertook to haVe the motion 
made in the fedtibns^ iEind ih the Council de 
la Ccmmunt^ by means of his adherent^, 
who would rejprefeht it as the defire of all 
good citizens; many of whom had already 
fubfcribed for defraying the expence of the 

VOL« lU A A fett. 
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fke^ In reality, the fern of ic^oco fitms^ 
Krhkh the Jdng hid atiAori&d me to ^vc, 
was prepaied as the produce of aa antiny^ 
mous fufaiciiptioa of above doo <o&tti» 
hutors. 

The flu was accof dingty Toted by die 
isdkms and the. munkipaHty of Pans, ia 
^tfee^df ^ thb manoeuvres of the JacofaiAfr 
to prevent k. Nothing was otnkCed to 
ftnder the eelebratcon ^^lendid and aAd^ 
ing; the hymns Jand mftdpiions Wertb 
ibmjpoied widi great judgment^ nnd nuine* 
lotis pamphlets were di^ibnted, eKecradn^ 
Ae plots and crimes of the &£tions.. Bat 
fuch refoinrces only produced a m^nenttuiy 
tStOu Thofe were but weak itieafures ta 
t)|^fe ^^^ainft ferodous monfters, whole 
Iqgal extermination was afafolfitely nectffioy 
for the fafety of the king and bf the ftMR 
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^ ^ l>tt LturH, ^ ftfAir. 

^ V 'AdiEMftLBX tiatioHale, &e^ tti*A 
-"^ charg^ de 'tous fniift coAndittHt 
qu'^e fe bornoit k demander IM^tecadoa 
tend^re de la loi du 17 Juib^ et qu'dle ne 
mettoit poicit de diffi^eace dans fes ^ depu- 
tations quel que f ut le nombre des membres 
qui les tompofoient, cUe febt que rien ne 
doit intertompte les coditnunicatiotiG eutre 
t^leet voos^ et dleveut &ire cdBer txDut 
diffelreiit k cet egard. 

Le pr^ident de raflTemblee nationale, 

CondoHcet/' 
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No. 11. 

Lettrc auTtoi. 

•*• Z^N a d ^ - p f op o fer ati roi de ne fairc 
^^ aucune mention de la lettre du pre- 
fident de rafleniblee ; je penfe au contraire 
tres fortep[^4ttit que cette infult^trterec en 
amxosoe eteti amenera incefTamentune fuite 
d'iutres beaucoup plus graves, et je crois' 
qu'il ;6ft de la plus grande importance que 
k roi: ecx^ive. aujourdhui a rafTembi^e la 
, lettre doQt jiii Thonneur de lul addrefTer le 
projet ; .ii faxnajefle Tapprouve, elle pourra 
&ire appeller fur le champ les miniilres et 
leur propofer cette lettte comme ion avis 
perfonel ; il feroit bon qu'elle fut ecrite de 
la main du roi, et que mon ecriture ae pa«^ 
rut pas." . . : 

Projet de kttrc du Rot if aJfmbUeJ 
^ Meflieurs, 
^ La nation, en me reconnoiflant pour 
ion, roi m'a confie le dep8t de fa dig- 
tiite infeparable de la couronne: il n'eft 

Siucunc 
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^ucunc circonjftancc ou je puifle y renoncer ; 
je V0U8 rcnvoyc la iettrc que M. le Prefi- 
dent ma fait remettre Mer par un huiflier; 

la conftitudon a fix4>^^£^^ ^^ ^^ corref- 
pondance dk raflembMe nationale avec le 
roi ;'je ne doJs'rfeccvbJr^' ls!t jene-^rcfcivrai 
d*ellc 4ue dcs^raefl&igtfs budes 2R^ftS, wen 



rapiJortant au furplus pbu!r'le$'^2^iB3^M 
-me fiojitdus 2mx fentlmens qiiiPfe j^fipfe 
I'ran'^is a tOujdur^ dioirtr^s pouir'iJSft-ibfe** 
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de Mardi ; on doit coQfulter TaAcien almaic 
nac; de VerTaillea et ce}ui 4^ U cQmr d^ 
Londres^ 

** Comme je n'ai d'autre defir h. ccl cg9xd^ 
que celui de prefenter au roi un pkn, et des 
perfonnes qui lui coiiviennent, j'ofe fup- 
plier fa majefte de vouloir bicQ m^ faire 
counoitre fes intentions ; je ne negligerai 
rien pour les faire prevaloir an comite fana 
laifTer foup9onner le moing de monde que le 
roi niVit^donne cette m^qne de coniiance^ 
que je n'anibitionne que pour ppuvpir don^ 
net ^ {^ niajefte une npuyeUe preuve de 
jnon rcTpe^J: et de axon devpuement fans 
boTnca/* 
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Lettre de M. de Leffartaii Rou 
*« T?. w« fM» TC9^<W>fei'; «»»»« <Oi^t \\ 

le roi, j'y «ui trouve i^pn ieulemeat M. 4j^ 
3«itrandi e^ M* T^^ maw au^ M. Ca-> 
mor de Gefvilli^ ., Pre%e aftf5|6t eft, ^v 
4v^ M> (I4 U Fayette <qae le (far4f do^ 
§(a6ay«^volt deja yii ^9^ la JQuriiee. ]VIf 
de U-F«yi^tte qpu^ ^ ()it <pi!il fiuroit fpU'r 
hah^ pouvolr q9i3<alicr 1^ nu9i(h:e4« qu< 
c«)^ lui ayxpit touicmrj^ parCL tf^ diffidle, 
attondu l^pppofitioa fufe fift ao ta f ^utre IVt-dv 
Njirl>PiMie;^.M, df Beiti?wi4 ; wwi* qu'nw* 

yi«IU>«,;U «%.p6HVoit plDfi s'eo iiv£l«r j .il 
s'eft fo94« fu>^ )^ p\iUlciU doim^e «(uc 
lmO:«ft d4»g^P^«t)Xt Ct IvutQUt \ la r^ponfe 
^ l»l vm^ f»M«M. 4e NarbQunf ^ et iji 4k 

^ A 4 publicity J 
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publicite ; qu'il p'y avoit point donne foq 
coafentemeitt, et qu'il n^en ^vpit ete in<r 
ftruit que par la ledure peme du journal, 
Apr^s cette explication qui a ete froide et 
C0imey,|ls'c|l retire* •- ^ ^ 

" A peine etoit il forti que M. Cahier a 
fat^-ieclatef fon itt^j|na!tion de la'coridiaite 
dfe M. -dfe^Nttrbonne V ilia c^a^fe'c de la 
ihahie^d Ijk^'plus fbrtt; etil aiihi parijk^^ 
qti'il ne fallpit abfiSFumeil't pas qu'il ^^k- 
le pied a?u confeif; mais en meipe iems iFa: 
At qui, he fe diflimulant point l/eflfet i^nid 
pourrdit produirie, le renvcA dt M.deNa^ 
bonne, il ne voybit ti'atitre mariiere de 
temp^rer cet effet,' que la demiffion^ volpi^- 
taire mais fimultanec de M. deBertiiand. 

• ** M. de Bertrand a obfetye qatHi/^^^sh 
tion ne Im perAettoit pas-dc donrierii^Tde* 
miffion daiis le' moment ^a^fcii^^^ tt^tf dli 
qtf ilk dbrfneroit yb'fonti^r3la|!ff^ P^^^ocl 
du ''15 Maw : que ^'ayoit ^"tdi§oi«?s <^t€-l^« ^ 
diiflfein,'-et qu'on y poiivoit cptnpifST ^*- - 

• -« M: le Garde dfes S^^x a "ipj^y^M;- 
^ Bettrahd et a ditqW^'^^ce ferpJt^dompJO? 
met^e la digdite dvt 01^ et^la- t^nfid^ra* 

6 • •'• • tion 
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|$on du miniftdre^ que de C(^def*dahs line 
pateille circonftancc, 

" M. Cahier ar infiffe ^vec beaucoup de 
f9l:GC ; y s*eft fomi6 fur la 4i%>fiition a€tu-^ 
dledes eiprits, fur Tinteir^t de la chofo 
publique, -fur celui du roi j il a etc forte- 
ment feconde par M« Tarbe, de mauidre que 
M, de Bertrand a erti ^voir cbndtfcendrc? 
i offirir fa dj^nuffion auffit6t que le roi au- 
roit reponcju aux dbfervations de raflemblee 
liation^e ; mais M. Cahier a infifte de 
nouvcau, et il a declar^ que fi IVf. de Ber- 
trand iie donnoit pas fa detnifiion immedi'*' 
atement apres que le roi auroit demaAdje* 
ccUe de M. de Narbohne, ilfe croiroit j lui 
Cahier^^blige de donner la fienne d^s tt 
matin. ■ ' 

^ J'avbls pris jufque la peu de part^ 
cette- difcu£Bori, etant au Fonds pleihemfent 
de I'avis de M. fle Gerville j mais eroyant 
dfefyoir des meilagemens ^ la iltuatitGih vi'atn 
ment cruelle de M. de Bertrattd, n^anmilina 
voyant qu^ les chofes etoient tresavanp&s, 
yu^hfyrvG a JMLde Bertrand que^ pui%i^ij|^ 
ttdit ik'termme au fa^ifice, |1 failoit^io 

fake 
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ism 4'«oe. tfm^fi qui i^ pro^tAlde ^ 

roi et a la cbofe publiq^; f$, quHl tm fUK 

4 diUM ^ journeeit ^n. ^ nettbt^fer «^ 

(|D$Aqu«;fone )e re»r(>i de M« de Narboiwe. 

*f l^k Q;^d^ d<^ 3c4*ftj|, qui ^yokMi 

MHifxg§6i9 la i^4^folutiQp jtr^ pra^ooie*^ 

fi M. de Bcrtraod oe quattCAtr pae Ic^nU 
niftj^re ie . meiine jo^ que M. d^Nar* 
bopoe ) M. k Garde deiSceaiuc, disr^s-di 
ranij^ awtj»6me ayisr M, dQ.Rerti^^jad ^a 
poof^^et xwnw avgf^st r<;dtge e» cqmmua 
h l^t^equ'ii 4pk ec^i's au roi et la r^ 
ponfe qu^ ooqs prQpiofi$n)Q» ii^ majeite 4c 
Iw fairs. • 

** Cette longue et importante dUqif^f^ 

8^e^P90c^ ijiQ^ft la pmoikc ^igrewH ^s <^u- 

CU9 autr^ ifiti^r^t qti« cdfc^i du iqi ct de k 

, (Bb<^ P^bliqwe, ec av^ ie« .former ?t ksi fii^r 

prefliqo^. qui cooYiefUi/onit i ^ pod q^l 

** Je dou obfesver que dans, k repwlef 
qut;jG»BprepoI&e aa zoi paur.Ji^. ^.B<f« 
ti^qdy £k najj^dexige qv^'ili«aQliiueifiis> 
f"^ - - fon^oiM 
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Ibodaont jufi]ii*i oe qu*elle lidik donne un . 

aous vfom peqie ^ne ritb ja-etoH plus 
proffimt^t ^ ^ fempI«e«Fi «t qu*U ibroit 
i^SsQ^t^i^e ifcm fitocefiew f»^t d^s ^ ioir 
pjn^^e fqwce an cp^fciU CS^ ivccefieur, 
Je dak lo dire 44 f(f^ »oii^ a puri devoir 
6tre ^ chtv^li^ # Qray^ } 9t noM skous 
fomii|^d*«ut4iit pluft attiicl^i cetti; id^ 
qu* apr^ avQir bien cta^4 nous Ji*ea 
avQO^ tro^ye ^u^vu aiitrf.. ..£0 eoafe- 
^eiu^ M' ie Garde d^s S|(;eattx, qiu T%> 
vpit i tov$. ^yeaemeat f<)nd6 yaguem^ht 
Usx dans la jowne^, eft ^Hc chez lui ^ un« 
h^nx^ de matin, m^» U n'^toit pa^^ncoro 
F^tre, M<'le Garde dea Sc«au3c ,a. laiil^ 
iw billet k ik porte pour 1& prier d^ pa0er 
^ la chanoellerie de .bonQe-.beure afinde 
Vaflurer qu'U accepteroit dans le. c;a8' ou le 
Torjetjtecfut lea yovx fvir lui, 

*^ Il)q(|28 avpns,aufifi. penie quHl ieiroit no* 
■«efla»e,. avant tp^, q^^ ie roi fit venir lea 
tr^ g^iu^wx* povr le& «s|kp^her de doivt 
.^r kiir 4emi^i»: pbiQ^^ iaqudle on no 
■mf^wjpt^v^ |>M d^ l«s ex^ter par toua lb« 
^■/'■■'. in^7?n« 
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moyens pebbles. Lies boaocs mfoiii iinc 
manqueront pM^an roi ; e^- il eft ceit'aiti 
quQ ce ferdit dfe letir part^ maiiquer a totf« 
les deVoiri, et ift^^^liur fermeHt^^uede 
voulok q^ktet ^^it6 ^une ^conj6^ut% ^ 
Tcilte. - Neanmoms ^omme «en-' h^eift^irfiifc 
cflentiei,' te rbi^ j^igCTa pcut-ctre t^^ 
roit tres utiPe qttc'Ia-reihc affiftat a* ^t en^ 
trerien, afin ^Vftrtif -toiis lei-^enfes d-in- 
tA^s et tbus lei'^inmifs. ' ;" / 

*^I1 y auri^iiffiqtielqtrfespV^dautions h. 
prendi*^ relativeinfent & la garde foldife ; cat 
on tie peut pas fe diffimulerqulf fero^ pof^ 
fible qiie les malVeillans' chef chaflent aprtf- 
fltet' de cette clrcdnftatice ^ pcitir excltbr dix 
troubte. On'dit que M/de^B6iffieu n'eft 
pas i Prfrik X^ieft-<:e qui k remplace? 
Ne pdurrtjit-bn pis le Faire* Vehir ? ' ^ 

" Tous^'tes d^tails^ fcronr p6i<es au tci 
dans la matinee par le KJarSri d^ Sccaux ; 
II a paru corivehable qufr-ceTtit Im it pre- 
fereHG6 qui traitat cette affmi^Vibomtm^ran^ 
cien, et en quelque foffe U dief ^U cbikleil. 
' ^^ Le roi pourroit faire venir enfui^e^M. 
.de Giervilie, auquel fa majeft6'^icoiti)uf^ 

: adopte 
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adbpte en tout fon avisj et auquel eUc 
demanderoit de retatda: un peu Tepoquc 
a laquelle il veut definitivement quitter Ic 
miniftdre. Cctte cpoque eft le ^25 dc ce 
mois, et il leroit a defirer qu'elle fut di£- 
ferde, nefiit-ceque de huit joura* II fera 
bien bon que la reine m^le fes idvita^ 
tions k celles du roi : le fucces en fe^ra plus 
aflure. 

.. " Eilfitt le, ro\ et.la relne devront dc 
grands, temoignages d'interet et de.bonte a 
M. de Bcrtrand injuftement-fa^rifi^ €t qui 
.en. cedent a la neceffite 4^» circpnftances,' 
donjae au roi une des plus graijd^s preuyes 
d'fttachement qu'il foit pqifible.de luiofFrir: 
c'eft un homage de merite, et qu'ij ne faut 
|jas rega^der ^omme; entiercmait perdu 
pour le fery ice, du roi*^ *, ^ ...r -. 

; * " Je fiairai. en pbferyant qujf; la .faute de 
M^de Narbqnne eft fi evident?, et figraye, 
fju'il eft ellentiel ^de la faifir, fi le roi en 
cflfet ne.prcfere pas dp lui abandonner fa 
confiance : mais-^prs rl n'y a pasMin mo* 
ment a perdre, iToute e:jfpUcation feroitfu- 
perflue, et manqueroit de dignite, et il y au- 

rolt 
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toit dWdHt plos dHntobvdIiiient II baSBst 
>enir ee foit M» de Ntfbon&e au c6tifeil| 
qu'il tit manqueroit paft d'apporter un proft 
jet de difcbUrs treS patriodque du rtn a Taf^ 
fembl^e batidnale, et qu'il dlroit le letidc^ 
main sHl ^oitrenvoy^, que c'eft i caufe de^ 
ce difcottrs qu'U eft tombe dans la • dxfgrace 
duroL 

^ Je preuds la liberte de rd.pp<*Uef an 
roi les ut)i6 g^n^rattx; 11 sio fembltf 
qu^il fiiut tichet de ies voir enfemble^ 
et de les voir s'il eft peffiblei avant 
qu'ils ayent ^t6 eircoavenus% Le rd 
pourrolt fe difpenier de l^ur faiire part de 
fa refolution ; il ftifiiroit en parlantde-Ieurs 
lettres de leur defiiander fi en efiet^* ayant 
jur6 d'etre fid^ks k la nation et aa .roi^ ili 
ne veulent fervir qu'atttant que M& de Nar^ 
^ bonne feroit miniftre; et le ifoi pourroit 
ies aflhrer que^ fnppofiE qu^ fit quelque 
changement k cet ^gard, fon choix ne 
tomberoit que Air un honune diitingu^ pat 
fon patriotifme et fes talens* 
^ Venditdi^ | htm da Aatitt/^ 
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£^//r^ au RoL 

*^ I E fupplie le roi de vouloir bien me ren-^ 
•* voyer les obfervatlons qui ont du lui 
€trc prefentees contfe moi, par les com- 
miilaries deputes a la fandion, et auxquelles 
il eft . important de repondre le plutdc 
poffible. 

** Les miniftres ont etc aflembles hier em 
comite jufqu'a trois heures apres minuit, a 
Toccafion des Iettre& que M. de Narbonne a 
fait imprimer dans les. journaux^ Cette 
conduite, auffi lache que criminelle, les a 
tous revoit^s; ils doivcnt propofer ce ^ma- 
tin a votre majefte le renvoi de M, dc 
Narbonne, qu'aucun de nous ne peut plus 
Toir ; mai« comme la femme dangereufc 
qvu Ic gouverne pourroit profiter de Tetat 
de crife oil nous fommes, pour provoquer 
UQC infurredion centre le chateau, fous 
5 pr^textc 
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pretexte qu*on renvoye un miniftre patrl- 
Dte^ parce qu'il a denonce un miniftre arif^ 
tocrate, j'ai penfe que mon attacheinent 
£in$ borne a la perfonne du roi me faifoit 
un devoir de lui ofirir n\a demifEon auffi-* 
tot que la retraite dc M. de Narboi^ne feroit 
determinee. Jc n'en reftcrai pas moins in- 
violablement devoue au fervice de votre 
majefte, et men unique ambition fera tou- 
jours d'etre ^ portee de lui donner lea 
prciives les^ plus eflentielles du profbnd 
refped, et de tons les fentimens qui m'afr- 
.lachent a fa perfonne. 

*« Ce 9 Mars.'» 
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Lettre du Rot a. Paffimblee nMtonale^ a: Poc^ 
cajion des obfervations quelle avoit adref^ 
sees le 8 Mars a S. M. centre le miniftre 
de la marine. 

" Meffieurs, 

«* Paris, !e 10 Mars I'jgz. 
•* T*Ai examine les obfervations que le 

^ zcle et la foUicitude de raflemblee na- 
tionale Tont portee a m'adrefler fur la con- 
duite du miniftre de la marine ; je recevrai 
foujours avec plaiiir les communications 
qu'elle croira utile d*entretenir avec moi. 
JLes obfervations qui / m'ont ete remifes de 
ia part de raflemblee me paroifTent abfo- 
lument conformes aux denonciations fur 
lefquelles elle avoit declare n'y avoir lieu de 
deliberer. Je m'etois fait rendre compte 
alors des reponfes que M. Bertrand avoit 
prefentees contre les differens griefs, et j'a- 
vois porte le meme jugement que TaflTem- 
blee. Depuis, aucune plainte fondee ne 

VOL. II. B B , s'eft 
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s'eft fait entendre relativement aux dif- 
ferentes parties de fon adminiftration, et 
tout ce qui me revient de la part des co- 
lons, du commerce, et des gens de mer, me 
prefente des temoignages de fon zele et de 
Tutilite de fes fervices ; enfin aucune viola- 
tion de la loi ne lui etant reprochee, je 
croirois manquer a la juftice de lui retirer 
ma confiance j au refte les miniftres favent 
bien que le feul moyen de Tobtenir et de 
la conferver, eft de faire executer les- loi^c 
avec (Anergic et avec fidelite, 

(Signe) LOUIS. 

ct plws bas M. S. F. DypoRT 



«% 
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JSxtrait du Mercure Frdngais du Samedi^ 
j^Fcvrier 179a. 

•' Paris, 25 Janvier 179*. 

•* "T roff s nendres compte furemeat, mon- 
^ fieur, de Todieufe attaque dont le 
miniftre adtuel de la mariae^ft Tobjet* Ses 
difcours a rafTemblee, revidence de fes 
inftyens juftificatifs, deconcertent ua in-- 
flant fes ennemis, et ne les lafTent pas. ]^ 
vous declare que c'eft fa faute; et que fi 
Ton pouvoit s'indigner de la patieace et de 
ia moderation d'un homtne honnete et 
loyal, tel que M. Bertrand^ je I'appelle* 
rois un homme foible* Je lui rcprochcrois 
Amerement fes menagemens pour des 
hommes auffi mechauits qu*auda.cieux, et 
qu'il ne tenoit q^\ lui de demafquer 
aux yeux de raflemblcc, M, Bertrand a 
K9^f j'cP fiW5 certain, les pieces que je vous 
B B 9 euYPyCp 
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envoye. II eft notoirc a Breft, que M. de 
Marigny, commandant de la marine, en a 
obtenu la communication de la municipa- 
lite, et j'ai confronte moi-meme les copies 
quim'ont etd^adreflees, avec celles qui font 
au bureau de la marine. Ainfi je vous en 
garantis Tauthenticite. Quelle eft done la 
raifon qui peut juftifier le filence de M. 
JBfrtrandfux cette.atrocitc desSieurs Cave^ 
licr et MalaJJis?—Vn miniftre qui a la 
preuve des intrigues de club, des provoca-r 
tions incendiaires de deux deputes, n'ofe 
pas publier de tels faits ! £t il efpA-e 
echapper ainfi a de nouvelles perfidies I 
Non, il n'y a jamais de compofition a faire 
avec les mechans; ce n'eft pas g^nerofite ;. 
c'eft foibleffe que de leur pardonner; et 
tout eftimable qu'eft. M. Bertrand^ je fiiis 
fachc pour lui, qu'on ait a oppofer a fa re- 
putation de fermete, de tels menagements^ 
Bour M- M. Gav^eUer et Malajfts^ &c/' 



Extrail 
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Exirait de la lettre ecrite au club de Brefi^ 
par les Sieurs Cavelier et Malaflis, de^ 
putes a VaJfanbUe nationale^ et arrivee i 
Brejl le Vendredi 1 1 Dccembre. 

" Quant a I'evenement duSieurZ^W//?; 
malgrc que nous prenions interet a lui, Tin- 
figne ariftocrate ne Ta que trop merite ; ne 
foyes point inquiet fur fon arreftation, il 
eft en furcte en prifon, il en fortira quand 
il pourra. Nous ignorons fous quelle cou- 
leur le ruje Marigny aura peint cette cor- 
rection au Sieur Bertrand; nous fommes / 
etonnes que ce dernier n'en ait pas encore 
rendu compte a raflemblee ; mais nous 
avons remis les pieces au prefident, et nou5 
attendons I'impofteur de piedferme. Vous 
av^s raifon de Taccufer, de le denoncer ; 
nous verrons comment il fe lavera d'avoir 
dit qu' il ne manquoit aucun oflicier de la 
marine dans les ports. Quant au com- 
mandement qu'il donne au Sieur Lajaille 
Klerec et autres contre-revolutionnaires, 
nous ne pouvons malheureufement allcr 
contre j mais dans peu vous verris com^ 
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merit nous ks traiterdns^ et comment notm 
dejouerons Icurs infames complots. Nous 
dcteftons Ics Bertrand; Ics Marigny% 
Pun quitte fe placc^ parcequ'il Toit que 
vous decourrca totrtcs* fcs^ menees ; s'il cut 
ete ^ la dernicre feanee, U eut entendu bien 
faire fee eloges : Tautre veut la garder pour 
mieux fervir lea projet^ de fes complices* 
Vcilles, vciUes, Jrl eft un coup funefte com- 
bine, qui, du fein de la capitale, sMtend fur 
lee frontieres, memc au diela du Rhin^ 
Teneabonplut&t que de ceder; nouspe- 
rirona avant vous/' 

Hxtraitdunt autre leiire dcs memes Deputes^ 
en date du 5 Novembre ijgu 

•* Les emigres redonblent d'efibrts ; les^ 
prctres non-aflermentes les fecondent de 
leur mieux ; tous les ennemis de la patricr 
*fc reuniflent pour confpirer fa perte, Nous^ 
verrons dans quatre mois fi les Fran9ais font 
dignos de la liberte. On tie pent plus fe le 
diflimuler, il y aura une crife, elle eft ne- 
cefTaire, elle eft meme deTirable. Nous ne 
ferons tranquiiies^ que lorfque nous aufons exf^ 

termini 
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ttfmine ks parjures^ Us traitres que nous 
avons ipargnh trap long^tems. Pajfiun cer- 
tain terns la prudence eft une foiblejje^ la pd>^ 
tience rt eft plus defatfony et la generoftte eft 
iine epctravdganee.'^ 



BB4 
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No. vni. 

Note fur quelques infurreBions qui 

fe font manifejiees a bord des bd^ 

timens de VEtat^ &^ des Juris 

qui ont ete tenus a cette occafion. 

Juillet 1790. 

L'Alccfte, eommandee par M. de Beaurepairc^ 

enjlatkn dans les mers du Levant. 

L£ nomme Pifard, cuifinier du capitaine, 
infulte gravement un oflSeier. M. de 
Beaurepaire le chafle de fon fervice & veut 
le faire debarquer. L'equipage fe fouleve, 
prend les armes, injurie le capitaine, & 
s'oppofc au debarquement de Pifard; il 
cxige meme qu^on lui donne un certificat 
de fidelite. 

(^elque temps apres, M. de Beaurepaire 
chafle un kirlanguich qui paroiflbit fulpedt ; 
plufieurs hommes de Tequipage fe pcrmct- 
tent d'ordonner la manoeuvre, Le kidan- 

guich 
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gulch fe fauve a Saint-Nicolas, il exhibe fes 
patentes qui font reconnues valablcs ; 
Tequipage veut couler has le kirlanguich, 
et, fans refpedler Tafyle du pavilion, il dc- 
xnande la mort de deux officiers de ce bati- 
ment, et d'un autre, qui s'etoient rendus a 
bord de VAlceJie. 

Precedemment, dans une relache a Paros, 
ils s'etoient permis des exces de tout genre 
contrje les habitans de cette lie. 

Point de punition. 

La Capricieufe, commandee par M. de 
Boubicy ci Rochefort. 

Pccembrc 1790, & Janvier 1791. 

M. de Boubee defcendu a terre, apprend 
qu'il fe tient dcS propos facheux fur fa con- 
duite, et que fon equipage a le projet de le 
Tivrer au peuple. Le pretexte du mecon- 
tentement eft que cet oflSciet n*a pas voulu 
recevoir devant la Martinique, un canot 
portant pavilion national, tandis qu'il en 
avoit re^u deux envoycs avec ce meme pa- 
vilion, par M. de Damas, et que fon chef 
lui avoit fait depuls le fignal de ne pas 

com- 
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tfommuniquer avec la terre. M. de Boub^*^ 
par ordre de M. de Vaudreuil, fe rend a 
bord, il y reftc un jour : de nouveaux avis 
Tcngagent a quitter la fregate j il veiit par*- 
tir, IMquipage s^f cppofe, le force a re- 
snonter dans fa chambre^ le fouille, fait une 
vifite generalc, et met un garde a fa porte* 
Le commandant du port lui ordonne les 
arrets : la municipalitc vient le prendre a 
bord et le coAduire a Tamiral. 

Juri d^accufation centre Tequipage no- 
tamment contre cinq hommes qui avoient 
cxcit^ le d^fordre. lis font decharges d'ac- 
cufation. 

Sur la plainte d'un pilotifi embarque fur 
la Capricieufe^ juri, confeil martial pour 
juger M. de Boubee. Get oiSlcier eft cgale- 
ment decharge d*accufation. 

Avril 1 79 1. 

Lt Bricq la Levrette, commande par M. De^ 

niauy S(ms4ieutenant a la Martinique. 

Auguftin Haman,maitre d'equipage^don- 

ne k fouper ^ quelques amis; il prie le 

capitaine de lui envoy er deux bouteilles de 

vin, 
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iHn^ on lee lui ddftne ; apres fonper il yeut 
McoiidSake ks convives, M* Deniau s^f 
oppofe. Le maltre infille. Siir de nou« 
Veaux refiis, il vomit de; injures atroces 
aT:co]npagnees de menaces; le capiCdne 
donne ordre de mettre Haman aux fets 3 
Tequipage prend parti pour celui-d : on Ic 
debarque le lendemain par ordre du ge- 
tilral« 

Point de juri*^^ 
• 
Aout 1 79 1. 

La Fl&te le Dromadaire, commandk paf 
M. Sebirc de Beaucbine^ Lieutenant di 
Vaijfeau a Rocbefort. 

Les volontaires embatques \ bord ^t 
cette flute, demandent qu'un de leurs cama- 
tades dont la conduite meritoit les plus vifs 
reproches, foit defarme* Ce voeu eft pro- 
nonce par la prefque totalite de Tequipage* 
Le capitaine d'armes et le maitre d'equi-- 
page excitent une fermentation confider- 
able, pour que le volontaire ne foit pas de- 
barque. Le batiment eft oblige de rentrer 
dans le port. 

Juri> 
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Juriy doxtt le refultat eft de declare! 
les accufes decharges d'accufation. 

Aout 1 79 1. 
La Gabarre la Lionne, commandee par M, 
. yaubert^ Sous4ieutenant de vaijfeau cl 
Rocbefort. 

Une chaloupe eft arretee par les matelots 
de la gabarre, foys le pretexte que cette 
cmbarcation eft chargee de contrebande; 
on*fc refufe a Tordre de la relacher donne 
par le capitaine. Le Sieur Piechaud, maitre 
pilote, excite le tumulte, et rinfurreftion fe 
manifefte. L'equipage drefle proces^verbal 
ct vcut le porter a la municipalite. Ordre 
dufcapitaine de ne laifTer defcendre perfonne 
a terfe : au mcpris de cet ordre, les deputes 
nommes par Tequipage fe rcndent a la mu- 
nicipalite. Le capitaine ordonnc a Pie- 
chaud de fe rendre aux arrets il defobeit, . 
Juri, confeil de juftice. Le maitre 
pilote eft decharge d'acCufetlon. 



Aout 
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Aout 1791. 
La Frigate la Galathee, commandiepar M. 
de Cambis^ Major de vaiffeau en rade a 
Breji. 

Un oflScier ordonne rexercicc de la ma- 
noeuvre, les gablers defobeiflentj douze 
hommes de Tcqiupagc fe montrent les plus 
infubordonhes et les plus feditleux ; le 
cotumandani; da port donne ordre de les 
faire deT)arquer* Le maltre de Tequipage 
fiemande a defcendre a terre, et, fur le 
refus qui lui en eft fait, il fe permet des re- 
^exions deplacees j on le debarque* Re- 
prefentatlpns de la pa|:t du club ; on n^ 
accede pas. 

Point de jurl, 

L'Embufcade. 
L'Aflemblee Nationale eft informee que 
I'equipage de cette fregate a contraint le 
capitaine et Tctat-major a la ramener en 
France, & qu'elle eft encore dans je port de 
Rochefort. Le club de Bordeaux vient 
rgcemment d'envoyer des emiffaires pour 
3 engager 
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engager les membres de la fociete de Ro* 
chefort k s'oppofer au rcmbarqucmeht du 
capitaine ct de Tetat major : auffi ces of- 
fieiers, bien convaincus qu'ils oppoferoient 
vaincmcnt leur courage a Tafcendant du 
club fur Tefprit des matelots, n^ont pa» 
m^me tente cette lutte inegale, & fe font 
retir&. 

On ne parle point des infurredkions a 
bord des batimens ftationnes aux Antilles, 
parce qu^on ne feroit pas en etat d'en pro* 
duire les details ; mais on ne peut les re** 
voquer eri doute* 

Un depute extraordinaire de la Guade* 
loupe, qui vient d'arriver a Paris, a an^ 
nonce qu'il etoit porteur de letttes origin 
nales par lefquelles des membres de di£» 
ferens clubs excitoient les equipages a 1% 
rcvoltc. 

Odobre 1791. 

La Frigate \\ Fidelle, commander par M. d^ 

Rofily^ Major de vaijfeau a Brefi. 

Des matelots font convaincus d'avoir 

¥oH de IVuroine a pi^vUlon } on en trou^ 

des 
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des morceaux dans leurs cofires et dans 
leurs facs, 

Juri* Tons font decharges d^accufatioiu 



Extrait fommaire des Comptes fuccejjivement 
rendus de plujieurs infurrcEtions qui fc font 
manifeftees dans ks Ports. « 

BREST, 

26 JUILLET 1789. 

M, le Large, direfteur du port, eprouve 
une fcene defagreable de la part de la 
populace, fous le pretexte qu'il a tenu des 
propos indifcrets qu'il ^cfavpue. Get oflSh - 
cier eft oblige de quitter Breft. 

Efcadre dc Breft ^ commandeepar M. d^ Albert. 

^ 1790. 
Sept^mbre. 

Le code penal eft lu k bord du vaiflfeatt 
VEntreprenantj et rejete* 

Infurredion a bord du vaifleau le Tour^ 
villey fans motif. 

L'eqiupage du vaiifeau la Ferme ne veut 
pas partir, fans avoir re9u de nouvelles 
avances; Des billets anonymes circulent 

dans 
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dans toutc Tefcadre pour exciter les equi- 
pages a faire la meme demande. 
. Un matelot du vaiffeau le Leopard tiept 
les propos les plus feditieux a bord du 
vaiffeau le Patriote^ & infulte M, Huan, 
major de ce vaiffeau. M, d' Albert ayant 
demande fi cet homme ctoit itre, le ren- 
voie attendre la fin de fon ivreffe. Fer- 
mentation parmi Tequipage. Le patron 
de canot fe rend chez M. d' Albert, et lui 
annonce d'un ton abfolu que le matelot ne 
doit pas etre puni, & qu'on ne fouffrira 
pas qu'il le foit : le tumulte augmentc. 
M. d'Entrecafteaux quitte fon vaiffeau. 
M. d' Albert fe rend a bord du PatriotCy et 
cherche en vain \ ramener Tequipage. En 
defcendant a terre, il eft infulte, on crie au 
patron de faire chavirer fon canot, 

Un grand nombre de foldats et matelots 
du Majejiueux s^emparent de la chaloupe ; 
ils defcendent a terrej apres avoir rcfufe de 
faire Texercice de la manoeuvre. 

A bord du vaiffeau VApollon^ on fait I4 
motion de jetter trois officiers i la mer. 

MM, 
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MM. Heaor, d' Albert, de Marigny, 
d'Entrecafteaux, et Huon, font inandes i 
rhotel-de-ville pour lire publiquement leu^ 
correfpondance. On leur demande des 
copies de leurs lettres, et une atteftation qui 
certifie que Tarrivee du vaifleau le Liopdrd 
n'avoit pas caufe d'infurre£tiDn en ville* 

Oaobre. • 

Les commiffaires du Roi font liial regus 
par I'equipage du Majeftueux ; leur feancd 
eft longue^ tumukuefe et inutile. On de- 
mande a grands cris le renvoi dii general et 
du capitaine du vaifleau. Les commiflaires 
ne croient pa,8 pouvbir, fans fe compromel-fc 
tre, aller a bord des autres vaifTeau:^ de 
Vefcadre. 

L^equipagedu valffeau la Ferme demande 
le debarquement de M. du Clefmeur, ma- , 
jor, «t fur le refus qui lui eft fait, il exige 
du capitaine la promeffe que cet officier ne 
fera aucun fervice ^ bord. 

Un matelot de la Bellone fraippe uri ofli-s 
ciet : Tequipage ne veut pas fbufFrir qu'il 
foit puni fuivant la Idi, et demande % \t 

VOL. II* c c punir 
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punir lui-m^c Ce matdot eft debtrqttc, 
tc qui, dans la circonfhtnce, etott j^otot 
me &veur qii^Une puhidoQ. 
M. d' Albert donbe & demiflSdn; 

Efcadrc de Brefi^ Jous U Commandement dc 
M. de Souillac. 

0£tobre 1790* 

Le pf ua mauvais efprit regne parmi les 
equipages ; il$ ihfulteht gniveraest tons les 
ofiicien qui Toot en r&de; 

Infurre<lion a berd du Jvpker relative^ 
ment aUx vivtcs. 

Le detachement de Bokoa, en gatnifbii 
fur la Reunion^ veut esi^r ^u'oti M ddhifV^ 
txt ayance du Tm ; il reut ftxoti: fat cam-* 
bufe : on ^j oppofe. Les foldats tiennett 
les plu« mauVais propo3 fut le liiWtenant 
charge du dt:t^il ct fur le CDtfttftU^ et d*- 
mandeht que celui*'ci foit d^harqu^. 

Sur la corrette la Perdriic^ des tnatdbts 
s'^emparent de la chaloupe, et Vf>nt ^tttt 
pkinte Go^re le capitaiire de ce qull ne 
veut pas debarquer un homme qui deptait a 
Tequipage. 



tJA (Sffide^ du vaifleau VAmiricd ult 
gravettient infulte. 

L'equipage de XAuguJli iinroic utie depu- 
tation ^ MM; les commifTaiires du Rdi^ 
]pcmtfe j^iaindfi At zt qu^ott tie l4ur dfin- 
noit pas kflei de iegumcs. Les cbriimif* 
iairfes fe trftflfp(5rtent \ bord ; il^ meiiaceilt 
/un homme de k feiire debaf(|uer { o^lui-<ii 
, interp^Ue Tequipage i^t fe met fOuS f^ |)ro-t 
*teaion. 1* 0U8 fe'cctient quails He fdUfitir^nt 
pas qu'on U debiu^que: oil eft fori^e d« 
kufler cette infutfe^tion imptiiue« 

A bord du m€me vaHTeau^ Ss fous le 

mSme pretexte du manque de legum^s^ on 

avolt injuria deux ojSicieirs^ on Idilr avoit 

' port^ le poirig au vifkge : on preUd eneorei 

k ps^rti de fupporter ces infultdSd 

L'equipdg^ du vaifleau Vjiugtifie tihafle^ 
de fa propre autorit^i un inaitre d'equipagci 
ct £s refiife^ le receyok^ 

M. de TiStralTDn^ major d« vidireait, eft 
egitkiHiint . renvoj^ par les gens de Vjim^^ 
ricay 

t A tord dt| M^^um^yim ca&abuTiet qui 

ayeit l^attO titi iblda^i d% mk at|x fers# 

cc 2 Deux 
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Deux cents hommeid^ prefque toua novxces 
matelotSy brifent les fers de ce cambufi6r« 

Novembre. 
Une deputation des marins et foldats em- 
barques fur Tefcadre, viennent lire a M. de 
Souillac, tne adrefle a I'Aflemblee Na- 
tionale, laquelle contenoit des injures centre 
les ofHciers de la marine. 
Les foldats erabarques fur V America^ difent 
iiu commandant qu*ils font aflfez gros et 
grands potir favoir ce quf'ils ont a faire, et 
qu'ils ne demanderont plus la permiffion 
d'aller a terre : effedivement,. depuis cette 
knnonce, ils vont a terre fans permiffion. 

te maitre d'equipage du Majtjlueux 
ayant vouitt e^oppofer au tumulte qui avoit 
lieu fur le gaillard d'avint, eft coUete par 
un matelot : celui-ci eft mis aux fers. Plu- 
fieurs hommes etanl: venus pour le mettrcf 
en liberte. M. de Marailles, lieutenant de 
vaiffeau, accourt j le prifonnier sVlance fur^ 
cet officier, qui fe recule et met le labre a 
la main ; un^ matelot arme d'une buche,, 
reut le frappfcr parderriere j il eft arr8t^ par 
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un officicr, la garde eft appelee, les deux 
matelots coupables font mis aux fers. 

Efcadre ctmmandec par M. de Bo^^dn^^ 

Novembre 1790. 

Un matelot du vaifleau XtDuguai-Trouin 
fe fait donner du vin ^ Taide d'un bU]eC 
contrefait du lieutenant en pied ; on le fait 
mettre aux fers, L'equipage brife les fers, 
ct s'oppofc ^ ce que cet homme foit envoy© 
en prifon. 

Infurredion a bord' du Temeraire^ de 
VJmerica et de la Surveillante. L'cqui- 
page de V America brife les fers d'un mate- 
lot qui a;voit ete condamn^ a cette puni« 
^on, et les jette a la men Dix-fept mutins 
de ce vaiifeau font debarques. 

Une punition infligee a un matelot du 
JtfpiUr^ excite une emeute generale a bord 
de ce vaifleau ; Tequipage vouloit s'emparcr 
des embarcations, et venir a terre. 



c c 3 Dccembre* 
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Decembre. 
La difette de yin oblige de.donner au3( 
^uifMigo le de)auim en eau^e^vie i queU 
ques-uns k refufeat, 4'autres la preiinent 
avec des miiri{iqre9 ; pn punk les plus mu-^ 
t)n$ ; rinfurrediea eft plus forte g. I4 (a^ 
£prae de^ suatelots ^i^: dans 1^ ra^Ot 

Janvier 179 it 

Un nmtelot fr^i^e yioies^ment vox ma^rQ 
d'^quipage, et lui demet le bras : k cqqC^I 
de j^fti?? c0&da^m|i0 k (oopabte 4 U palle, 

MaL* 
M* de la Porte-Ve^ns, alors eeonaandn 
^nt ^ ]fi Marine, eft aflailU chec lui pap. 
une troupe de ipM^ts jift^is qui le coxMn 
tueat prif(]^npi9r d%ns fa maifon,^ eii pla9ant 
de$ fentinelles iate^riewrej et extericures^ 
pour empecher ^ la fois qu'jil s^e forte, et 
qu'aucun ofllqer ne G^ismumcjue. dn 4bhp» 
avec lijif 
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Le mctjS de cette fc^ne 4e r«^9lt§ tft 
d'ohteoirt au profit de 1» troypf ^ le payo^ 
ment 4» ibaunes qu*eUe r^clamoit. Ce 
cpmiiiaxidaiit eft contraiat 4'ei% dooaer 
Fordre. 

Aprdg cet a^ de viokncc, B2L d^ la 
Porte-Vezins fentant que fon autorite et fa 
perfontie foot edmpromifps, demande ct 
obtient la permifiioQ de quitter le com-i 
mandement 

Au mois de Septembre 1790, IVL de^Ma# 
rigni, majoF-g^ndral^ a?7oit ete gri^vemeat 
Infult^, et on avok plante uxxe pot'eiice de- 
vant (a perte, fans qu'aucun iujet de 
plainte, aucui^ pr&exte^ eufTentpiurii dQoni^ 
lieu a UB auffi fanglant outsage« 

TOULOR/ 

jffaire de M. it Albert. 

I*' Decerohre 1789* 

Le 30 Novembre^ M. d^ Albert renvoya 
de Tarfiinal deux ma^Xxt% de manoeuvre 
iion-entFMenuSyqui ambient donnedes fujecs 
de mecontentement« 

c c 4 Le 
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Le lendimain i*' Decembre, on vint an« 
non€er k ce commandant, qui etoit dans le 
port, qu*un€ deputation du Qmfeil peripa* 
nent et dc la Municipalite demandoit a lui 
parler, foit chez lui, foit k la porte de rar- 
ienal, fdt a Thotel de ville. M. d'Albert 
So rendit chez lui, e^our^ d'uae populace 
liombreu& qui rin^urioit et.fe di^ofoit 1^ 
Tattaquen . Rendus . k Thptel du com-t 
snandant, les confuls demand^rent la grace 
des deux homines qui aroint ^cte renvoyes 
la veiUe, ^ Tobtinrent a force d'inftances. 

Pendant ce tempa, deux.dctachemens de 
cinquante canonniers^xhat^lots etoient en 
bataille fur la place d'arxne^; IVL d- Albert 
confentit a les £ure rentref dans l^s car- 
femes, fur raffurance que les confuls lui 
donnerent que la mHice • aationale contiep^ 
droit le peuple. Cependant I4 foule augr 
mentoit a tout moment, on jetoit des^ 
pierres aux fenStres, tout annon9oit la plus 
yiolente efifervefcence. En vain M. d'Al* 
bert demanda la proclamation de la lot 
inartiale, la Municipalite. s'y refufa. . Le 
lumulte alloit toujoi^rs croifiant; 1N|I. 4^ 
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Bonneval fut blefle ^ la main et a la t8te j 
M. de Saiat-Julien, quiayok deja tie in^ 
fulte €t defarme, fut afTailli fur la place^ 
reaverfe par terre, blefle dc pluiifiun 
Qoups ; 11 ialloit perdre la vie^ lotfqu^un q& 
ficier de la garde nationale et un Toloutaire 
Parrachdrent k fes aflaflins, M. d' Albeit 
fortit alors de Thotd, accompagne de quel- 
ques officier^) pou^ le degager; et fans 
avoir employe la force^ ni meme la me^ 
najpe, ila rentrerem ay^ Mt de Saints 
Julien* 

L'attroupement fembloit alors fe difliperj 
metis :au moment ou tout.paroifib|t xentrer 
daud Tordre, un certsdn nombre de volon- 
taires ayant pen^tre dans rh6tel9 deman*- 
derent a granda oris qu'on leur llvrit M* 
de Broyes, fous le pretexste qu'il ayoit or«r 
doaae le raflemblement des cationnleis^ 
matelote. On fut oblige de leur abandoiH 
ner cet officicr. Bieptflt apres ikenfon-r 
cereQt les portes^ et voulurent s^emparer de 
M* de Villages ; enfin ils fe faiiirent de 
M. d' Albert^ et apr^s lui ayoir arrache fon 
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tipee, appcs avoir fiiit la m^me infulte k 
MM. de Bonneval et <k Villages, on ks 
Ondna aux prifens du palais a travers les 
Irate et lea infultes de la populace. M. 
4* Albeit re9Ut deux blefiures, et fut mis au 
eaebol: avec hs compagnons de fon in- 
iprtuBe. 

. L« peufle^doitt la rage n^^oit pas eiw 
f<ir<( aflbuvie^ cbercha M. Qautier^ di«# 
Mdeor des conftruAioas, pour le conduits 
^aleme^ daa8 lea pnfons j mais cet o& 
ficier qui avoit couru les plus grands dan^ 
gers, flit affezlieureux pour s'echappen 

Hi^ jours apr^y M. de Ga^llet qui 
avoit ^te blefie le premier Decemhre, et 
M* d' Albert qui avoit eu phifieurs acces d^ 
fievre, & rendirent a ThSpital : le peupk 
tWembla tuqiukueufeqimt, on les fit fortir 
dekurlU, its furent obKg6s detraverfer 
k vsUeen robe de chambre, foutenus ruA 
et Tautre par des volontaires, et on les re& 
finrra plus ^oitement datiis leur prifon. 



Affaire 
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Affaire di M. te danmandsur de Ulandeves. 
Mai 1790. 

Le 3 Mai, un* nombreux attroupement fc 
porta chez M. le commandeur de Glan* 
dev^s : on4ui fit quelques demandes. aux- 
quelles il acceda ; on affeda de ne ps^? 
ajouter foi a fes reponfes, et oq Tentraina 
avec violence a ThStel de viUe. Pendant 
le trajct, cet ofEcier general fut fans cefle 
menace de perdre la vie. M. de Cholet, 
lieutenant dc vaiffeau, re^ut trois coups de 
fabre et deux de bayonnette, et courut les 
plus grands dangers. M. d'Archimbaud, 
eleve de la Marine, voulant donner du fe- 
cours au commandant,^ fut affailli par une 
troupe de forcenes, et fut heurpufement 
ifauve par une femme qui le fit entrer cbez 
elle. Le peuple fe porta dans les auberges 
ou fe trouvoient quelques officiers, avec 1q 
jprojetde les egorger tons.' 

M. le commandeur de Glandeves fut 
detenij vin^-quatr^- heures a Thotel de 
ville* 

2 Affaln 
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Jffaire de M. dc CaJUlkt. 
Aout 1790. 
M. de Caftellet) oblige de fuir apr8s 
revcncmentdu i*' Decembre 1789, sVtoit 
retire \ Nice ; il defira de retourner avec 
surete dans fa terre de Dardeoaes, a une 
lieue de Toulon, La Mynicipalite de cettq 
villc invita cet officier general a rentrer 
dans fes foyers, en raffurant 4'une entiere 
protcftion. M, de Caftellet fe- rendit a 
Toulon, et y preta le ferment civique, A 
peine etoit-il rendu chez M. le commandeur 
de Glandeve^y que les ouvriers ibrtirent de 
Tarfenal et annoncerent qu'ils en nyoulolent 
a M, de Caftellet. Cet officier fprtit fur le 
champ de la yille a pied, accpmpagne dc 
deox officiers et de deux volontaires de la 
garde nationale, et fe voyant pourfuivi, il 
entra avep fes compagnons dans une au<- 
berge, et s^ refugia dans un greni<^r. \fi% 
n^dfi^iteurs arriverent ; ils trouverept bkn- 
tot M. de Caftellet, et malgre la prefence 
du m&ire, ils entrain^rent cet officier ge- 
fieral, ils le tralnerent fur le (h^min dan$ 
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U poufliere, apres lui avoir vole tout ce 
qu'i lavoit fur luL Get infortunc alloit etrc 
vi£)ime de la fureur du peuple, lorfque 
deux grenadiers du regiment de Barrois, 
pafTant par hafard et fans armes, prirent M. 
de Caftellet fur leurs cpaules, et le pbrterent 
crible de bleffures & mourant, a Thdpital 
d6 la Ch&rite. 

Deux de ces aifailins condamnes aux 
galeres, ont ete mis en iiberte d'apres le 
vocu de Tamniftie. 

ROCHEFORT. 

Dans les premiers mois de 1790, M. 
Macarty-Madeigne, major-general, fut af- 
failli thez lui par deux mille ouvriers armes, 
fous pretexte que c'etoit lui qui s'oppofoit 
a ce que la cloche du port fonnat les jours 
de pluie. II fe prefenta a eux, et parvint 
d'abord, par fa contenancc fi?rme, a en im- 
pofer h, ces reVoltes, et ^ faire tomber les 
armes de leurs mains ; mais la Municipalite 
inftruite particuli^rement que cet officier 
devoit ctre affaffin(^ pendant la nuit fui- 

vante, 
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vante, ie pt^tint f«ttateAtftt« let hiSkitk 
dle-m^iue ilk fMi^e d6 k vill^. 

II «ft i obfervdr que Mi Ma6att;f^Mats> 
tdgne avoit toujours ^te (ih^ri et refpe^ 
a Rddkftfoft i ce ^ui eft prbuve ii^6me pal- 
lia pnsn^dre itnprdSSdn que fa pr^fence «t 
fe» difcoure avoieht preduite fur Tefprit des 
revokes. II eft done bien proute qu'ilft 
dtoient 63kcit^ par des fuggfefti^s fe- 
«£te6. 
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Ni5. IX. 

Lettre du roi a raffkmhUt nathnakf ftkh-, 
tivemertt uu pritendu Q^nit^ Autrkhkk. . 

<* Le2o Mai i79f. 
*^ t'Ai ordbiifte^ M, le Prrffideht, att mi- 
•^ hiftre At la jtiftice de faire part a I'af- 
femblee hatlonale de TordSre qu'il vient dV 
drefler de ma part a Taccufateut public ad 
fujet dii pretendu comit^ Autrichien, 11 
iinporte zSx bien de Tetat que cette afBure 
foil parfaitemeht ^claircie. Je penfe que 
f afli^mblee nationate dSrdonnera de commki<« 
niqUet lau oibunal Iqs retireigtiemeb$ qiie 
plufieun de fes membres ont dit ivoir fur 
cette affaire, clle fentira aifement Tiacoti^ 
venahce qu'il y a de recueiliir dis parcilitt 
denonciations, de n'en laifler percer que €4^ 
qui peut entretenir les foup9on8 daM Id 
public, et le dinger de melaifTer ignonerles 
autres^ • ^ 

(Signed . ^ LOUIS,^ 
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No. X. 

Expose de la ctnduite du marquis de Bouille^ 
redigS par lui-mime pour Stre remis au rou 

** TB n*avoit jamais cru, qu'il fut necet 
faire de juftifier ma conduite a Tocca- 
fion du depart fecret du roi poujr Mont- 
medy,, et de Tarrejlation de S. M. a Va- 
rennes. Entoure d'ofiBciers qui en ont cte 
tcmoins, dont plufieurs officiers generaux 
ct autres tres-diftingues ont fuivi mon fort 
en quittant le royaume lors de ce fatat 
e venement ; ils ont pfi et du me juger, et 
its n'ont laifle aucun nuage.fur mes intent 
tione^ fur mes demarches^ ni fur les caufes 
du malheur qui m'a enveloppe avec la £si* 
mille royale. Si j'ai toujdurs penfe avec 
douleur a la cataftrophe de Varennes, j'ai 
crli. neccflaire d'en garder le filehce j et fur- 
tout inutile d'accufer des perfonnes qui en 
ont fait manquer la rcuffite, par Tinex^cu- 

6 tion 
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lion <ie8 ordres que je leurs avois donncsi 
par Icur imprudence, et par leur peu de 
pr^voyance,mai«, d6nt les intentions ^toient 
pures, et la bonne volonte bien connue, 
Cependant, depuis que je fais^ qu'on l 
cherche a me donner des torts, a me ca- 
lomnier, et a me rendre refponfable du non 
fucces de cette entreprife ; je crois devoir, 
quoiqu'a regret, ^clairer les perfonnes pour 
les quelles j^ai du employer tous mes moy* 
ens ; pour les quelles j'ai tout facrifie, tout 
6f6 ; pour les quelles enfin j'ai fait tout ce 
qu'un homme peut fairc, dans la fcule vue 
de remplir mes devoirs, et de meriter leur 
eftime que je prefere II leurs bienfaits, aux 
quels je renonce pour jamais. 

** Le roi fait que des le commencement 
de la revolution, je voulois quitter la France, 
et fervir des puiflances etrangeres qui m'of- 
froient du fervice* II eut la bonte, vers le 
ttiois de Fevrier de Tannee 1 790, de m'en- 
gager a refter a fon fervice et a preter 
mon ferment, m'aflurant que je pouvois lui 
etre utile. J'executai fes ordres ; et j'eus 
Thonneur de lui ccrire, que je Ijii faifois le 
VOL. lu DO plus 
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plus grand facrifice qii'un homme put fair^^ 
celui de tats principes et de mes opinions, 
dans la feule vue de lui prouver mon zdle. 
Au moins de Juillet de la m6me annee^ toutes 
les troupes que je commandois, que j'avois 
jufqu'alors confervees dans Tordre et dans la 
difcipline, ayant fuivi Texemple du refte de 
Tarnice, et s'etant livrees a tous les'exces du 
defordre etde la revoke; au point queje fus^ 
mis en joue a Metz par des foldats.du regi- 
ment de Salm Salm, et livre a leur fureur 
pendant pliis de deux heures } je jugeai que 
je ne pouvois plus reridre aucun fervice au 
roi, ni a la chofepubliquej je demandal mon 
conge, qui liie fut accordd J*allois partir, 
et fervir en Ruffie, ou je defirois trouver 
des occafions d'acquerir de la gloire, quand 
rinfurreftion de Nancy furvint, et quand 
le fils du miniftre de la guerre, Monfieur de 
Gouverney, arriva a Metz, et m'engagea a 
falre executer les ordres du roi et le decret 
de raflfemblce, centre la garnlfon et Ic 
peuple de Nancy revokes, Quelque deli- 
cate que fut cette commiflion, je fufpendis 
encore une ibis mon depart, dans Tefpoir 

. de 
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de fervir le roi et ma malheureufe patrie. 
Aprds cct evcnement, qui reuffit mieux que 
je ne pouvois le prefumer, il fut queftioa 
du depart du roi j et leurs majeftes favent 
tout ce qui s'eft pafle, jufqu'au moment ou 
ce projet fut execute, je propofai uci raffem- 
bleitient des meilleurs regiments en camp 
fous Montmedi, ce qui fut adopte. II eft 
vrai que pendant I'hyver et le printems, on 
m'ota mes meilleurs regimens, tels que les 
Carabiniers, Vigier Suifle, Royal Liegeois, 
qu'on en eloigna d'autres, tels que le regi- 
ment de Saxe Huflard, Royal Normandie 
Cavalerie, que je comptois employer a pro- 
teger le depart du roi : ce qui me con- 
traignit a en employer d'autres moins bqns. 
Je propofai au roi de fortir par la Flandre 
Autrichienne, ce qui etoit plus court et plus 
facile ; et de venir a Montmedi par les Ar- 
dennes. II s'y refufa. Je propofai la route 
de Rheims. par Stenay k Montmedi, comme 
la plus courte, la plus facile, la plus aifee a 
couvrir : on m'objedta la crainte que la fa- 
mille royale ne fut reconnue k Rheims. 
Enfin, j'indiquai celle de Chalons et de 
D D 2 Varenne?, 
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Varcnncs, quoiquc fujcttc a des inconveni*' 
ens parcequ*il falloit paflcr par plufieurs- 
villes, parccqu*il n*y avois pas dc pofte eta^ 
blie dans cette dernierc ville. Je propofai 
de ne pas placer dc detachemens pour pro- 
teger la marche du roi, en craignant les in<- 
eoaveniens. On me dit qu'oi> en vouloit p 
je n'infiftai pas. 

" Le lieu ou Ic roi devoit aniver et la 
route qu'il devoit fuivre, convenus ; je pBO^ 
pofai au roi de la faire reconnoitre par M« 
de Goguelas, ojBSicier de I'etat major, que je 
favois lui etre particulierement attache, et 

d'employer M. dc N , qui avoit foit 

regiment a portee, pour fairc preparer les 
relais neccflaires. Le roi y confehtit, et i4 
me permit de les mettre dans la confidence* 
Les reconnoiffances faites, ainfi que les dif- 
pofitions projettees pour Templacement des 
troupesi et pour leur raffemblement a Mont- 

medi j j'envoya M. de N a Parisy 

pour les communiquer au roi, et pour pren- 
dre fes ordres, M. de N revint, et 

m'apporta T approbation de leurs^majeftes. 
J^cnvoyai encore M. de Goguelas aupres 

d'elles. 
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d'elles, pour leur. donner une explication 
plus detaillee dc fa reconnoiffance et des 
difpofitions. Je revins peu de jours avaixt 
le depart du roi, qui avoit etc fixe au ig 
Juin, et M. de Ooguelas me joignit a 
Mcfitmedi. 

** J*avois remis i Metz a M. d'e N 
le8 ordres du roi, pour les detachemcns que 
je devois placer a Pont-de-Sommevelle et a 
St. Menehoult, et il s'etoit charge de dif- 
pofer le rplai aVarcnnes: il avoit du en 
confi^quenee, donner les inftrufllons a un 
capitaine de fon regiment. J'avois donn^ 
a M. de Damas ceux pour ies deux efca- 
drons qui devoient etre places a ClermonL 

M. de N repartit pour Paris, dans 

Tintention de devancer le roi de quelques 
heures, de Tattendre a Pont-de-Sommevelle, 
de prendre le commandement des dctache- 
tnens jufqu'a Clermont, ou M. de Damas 
ilevoit fe riunir a lui, et efcorter la faraillt 
roy ale j ufqu*a Stenay , ou je devois etre. J« 
donnai des ordres pour les difpofitions des 
detachemens, et pour le mouvement das 
troupes qui devoient fe raffembler a Mont- 
D B 3 medi 
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medi au nombre de 9 bataillons et 26 efca*!- 
drons ; rartillerie y etoit deja placee aipfi 
que Ics effets de campcment, et les ajH 
provifionnemens etoieht faits, ' 

" M. de Goguelas me quitta k Stenay le 
16 ou le 17, le fur leridemain du jour ou je 
re9us une lettre du roi qui m'annon^oit 
qu'au lieu de partir le 19, il avoit remis fon 
depart au 20 de Juin, ce qui me contraria 
et m*ot>ligea* de qhariger les ordr^s d§s 
troupes qui.Ies avoient deja re^us. J'avois 
ordonne a M/de Goguelas d'aHer a Pont- 
de-Sommevelle avec un detachement de 40 
huffards qui devoient y attendre le rpi et 
I'efcorten , Je lul remis les ordres du roi 
pour l^s detachemens de Varennes et de 

Dun : M, de N , qui devoit Ty join- 

dre avoit ceux pour les autres, qui ^ tous 
n*avoient pour objet dans le principe que 
Vcfcorte d'un convoi d'argent ; ceux pour 
efcorter le roi, ne devant leur etr^e dpnnes, 
que par M M. de N-r4 et de Gogue- 
las au moqpent ou ils feroient inftruits de 
fon arrivee par un de fes cpurrigrs. Ce 
dernier devoid done attendre le roi k Popt^ 

de- 
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de-Sommevelle, tenir deux relais entire cet 
cndroitet Stenay, afinde pouvoir inftruire 
plus promptement les commandants de de<» 
tachement de rarrivee du roi avec M, de 
N— — . 11 devoit placer le relai pour le 
roi qui ^toit a Varennes, de maniere qu'il 
put le trouver en arrivant dans cette ville : 
etcnfin, m'inftruire de bonne hcure, foit de 
fbn arriv^c prochaine, afin de tout preparer 
pour le recevolr, ou de fon arreftation : ou 
m'avertir s'il n'etoit pas parti, devant en 
ctre inftruit par un courrier qui avoit du 
etre laifle a Bondy et en partir a quatre 
heures du matin fi le roi n*avoit pas pafle* 
Je convins avec lui que je refterois toute la 
nuit jufqu'a la pointe du jour, entre Stenay 
et Dun ; qu'il y auroit un detachement de 
Royal AUemand qui y feroit place pour eC- 
corter le roi jufqu'^ Montmedi, tandis que 
le refte de ce regiment refteroit ^ Stenay 
pret a monter a chev^al. Je lui recom.- 
mandai d'attendre le roi jufqu a la nuit et 
le plus tard qu'il pourroit, et de me fairc 
av^ir i tems des evenemens, II fut en 
' D D 4 memc 
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meme terns couveov ^▼ec lut» ainfi qu'il 
Tavoit ete avec M. de N ■ - ■ , que il Ift 
roi ne vouloit pas etre reconnu, lesd^-* 
tachements le fuivroie^nt de loin et fe rcxi- 
droient ^ Varenaes : que celiv de Poat-de«; 
Sommevelle reilerolt a la c;roifiere des cbe^ 
xnins de Qermont et de Varennes pendant. 
^8 ou 19 heures pour arreter tous les cour^ 
riers. — ^Tels etoient les ordres donnes, les 
precautions prifes et convenuesj et que 
perfonne n'&fera me nier. 

" J'arrivai le 20 ^a Stqnajr. j et le 31 au 
matin je confiai aux oflSiciers gcneravx^ 
M M. d'OfHize, de; Klb^lia, et Heyaiaun, 
le depart du roi ; je le CQufiai egalement 
?iux chefs de corps, , Je fis partir pour 
Mouza, village fitiie entre Stenay et Dun^ 
le detachement de ^q hon^mes de Royal. 
Allemand, pour efccrtet le roi j et j*or-^ 
donnai a ce regiment de fe tenir pret a 
mpnter a cheval, a lapqtite pointe dujour. 
J'avoisfait tous les preparatifs po\ir tracer 
le camp de Montmedi, et les ,troupes de-. 
voient arriver fucceflivemeat le 2 1 j le 23, et 



APPENDIX, No.X. 409 

Ie23« J'avois dans le plus grand fecret 
fait acheter la yiande, et preparer Ic pain 
neceflaire. 

" J'eus la precaution, le foir du 21, 
d'envoyer deux officiers a Varennes, :dont 
Tun ctoit un de mes fife, pour veiller fur Ic 
jrelai du roi, et m'avertir; j'ordonnai a M. 
de Klinglin de retou^rner a Montinedi, afin 
de tout preparer pour recevoir le roi, ct i 
M. Heymann d'aller fur la Sauve pour y rc^ 
unir deux regiments d'Hbifards et les con« 
duire au camp de Montmedi. Quant a moi| 
alanuit je montai k cheval, et je mepla^ai 
aupres de Dun ou je refiai jufqu'a la pointe 
du jour^ ayant eu la precaution de me faire 
fuivre d un attelage de chevaux de yoiture 
' pour fervir a celle du roi, Le jour paroifr 
fant, et n'ayant pas de nouvelles, je rega-^ 
gnai Stenay, afin d'etre a portee de donner 
des ordres a M. de Klinglin et au regiment 
de Royal Aliemand, s'il etoit arxiye un ac- 
cident au roi, au quel je puffc remedtert 
J'etois a la porte de Stenay un pen avant 
quatre heiures du matin, quand les deux of-* 
figifrs que j'avois envoy cs i Varennes, et 

(co' 
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(ce qui metonna beaucoup) le commandant 
du detachcment d'huffards qui y etoit 
plac 9 vinrent m'av6rtir que la famille 
royale etoit arretee a Varennes. Je parus 
egalement ctonne d'avoir etc averti auffi 
tard ; je m'informai dc ce qui avoit donn^ 
lieua^cet evenement. On me dit feule- 
ment que les troupes, foit a Varennes ou a 
Clermont, et dans les autres poftes, n'avoient 
pas fait leur devoir, et qu*elles etoient 
gagnees. Je jugeai queje devois m'affurer 
du regiment Royal Allemand qui etoit ma 
principale force, et me mettre a fa tete pour 
delivrer le roi, et que je devois proteger la 
marche a Montmedi, contre la ville de 
Stenay, qui etoit mauvaife, et contre Se- 
dan, qui etoit plus dangereux par les dif- 
pofitions du peuple tres nombreux de cette 
ville, et celles de» la garnifon ou il y avoit 
un tres mauvais regiment. En confequence, 
je donnai ordre au regiment Royal Alle- 
mand de montet promptement a cheval, a 
M. de Klinglin de marcher a Stenay, et d'y 
refter avec deux efcadrons des chaffeurs de 
Champagne, et d'envoyer un bataillon de 

Naflau 
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Na0au a Dun, pour garder le paflage fur la 
Meufe : en m6me terns, de faire avancer a 
tire-d'aile le regiment Suifle de Caftella, fur 
Montmcdi. J'ordonnai enfin a • un de- 
tachement d'huifards qui etoit a Dun, et k 
celui de Royal Allemand qui etoit a 
Mouza de fe porter fur le champ fur Va- 
rennes. Le premier de ces detachemens 
n'attendit pas mes ordres, et partic des qu'il 
fut Tarreftation du roi. Ces ordres donne's, 
j'attendis le regiment Royal Allemand, qui 
fut une mortelle heure avant que de fortir de 
lavillej quoi quej'eufTe ordonne qu'il fut 
pret a monter II cheval a la pointe du jour* 
Ce fut en vain que j'envoyai mon fils cinq 
ou fix fois au commandant pour le pr^fler, 
et encore une fois, je ne pouvois rien entre- 
prendre fans ce regiment, du quel il fal-' 
Ipit m*aflurer j et j'avoue .que je n'avois 
confiance qu*en moi pour Tenlever. r Des 
qu'il fut hors de la vitle, j'annonijd aux ca- 
valiers que le roi etoit arrete ; je leur lus 
Tordre de fa majefte qui enjoignoit aux 
troupes de Tefcorter et de tout employer 
pottr fa furetc et celle de fa famille. Je les 

trouvai 
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trouvAi dans les meilleures difpoiitioiis ; je 
ieur diftnbuai trois oiH quatre cent lottis, et 
jc me mis en marche ^ la tete de ce regi- 
ment, II y a huit trds grandes lieues de 
Stenay a Varennes^ et nn chemin de nion- 
tagnes tres difiicile.^ Je voyois avec regret 
qu'oQ m'eut averti aufii tard; je pouvois 
Tetre deux hcure$ pJutot fi on n*eut pas per- 
du un inftant a m'envoyer qudqu'tin de 
Varennes dcs que le roi y ctoit arrive ; j*e- 
tois egalement fache de la lenteur^ que le 
regiment Royal Allemand aroit mife a 
monter a cheval ; et je regrettois d*avoir 
perdu deux heurcs et demie : non que je 
craignifTe de ne plus trouver la famille 
royale a Varennes, ne pouvant imaginer 
que la municipalite de cette ville dfat forcer 
le roi a partir pour Paris> et fuppofant 
qu'au moins, on auroit execute roi;dre que 
j'avois donne de ne laifTer pafier aucun cout* 
Tier fur la route apres le paflag© du roi, 
Toute mon inquietude portoit fur les ob- 
ftacles que la lenteur du fecours. que je con-^ 
duifois au roi augmenteroit ibit pour le de« 
Uvrer, foit pour la fikete'daBtflan «toixr{" 

et 
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et chaque quart d'heure de perdu ies mul-* 
tiplicHt ainfi que Ies dangers. Jc fis done 
le plus de diligence poflible. Jt rencontrai 
a quelquc diftance de Varennes, lo detacher 
ment de Royal AUemand que j'aYois fak 
partir d'avamce, arrete dans un bois par defe 
gardes nationales qui Ies fufilloient* Je Ies 
fis difperfcr, et je me mis a la tete de ce de- 
tachemerit, fuivi a peu de diftance du refte 
du regiment. J'arrivai a neuf heures un 
quart aupres de Varennes, et je reconnoiflbis 
Tendroit pour le faire attaquer des que le 
regiment feroit arriv^, quand je vis un de- 
tachement des huffards de Lauzun qui 
e'toit en dehors de la ville dont le com- 
mandant M.^ Deflong vint a moi, et m'an- 
non9a que le roi etoit parti depuis une heurc 
ct demie. II en etoit alors neuf et demie^ 
je fus rejoindre le regiment Royal AUe- 
mand et M. d'Offlize, qui etoit a fa tete. 
Je propofai de paflei* outre. M. Deflong^ 
qui avoit cte dans Varennes, ct qui avoit 
parle au roi, me dit que le pont etoit em- 
barrafle, meme rompu, qu*il avoit voulu 
pafler la riviere, mais, quHl a'avoit pu trou- 

ver 
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ver de gue. On m'objeda k la tete du re<- 
giment que U garnifon de Verdun marchoit 
fur nouS) que nous pouvions tout au plus, 
faire 4 lieues encore, ce qui etoit infuffifant 
pour joindre le roi : le regiment en avoit 
dcja fait prcs de neuf tres vite, et je ne vis 
aucune yolonte d'aller plus loin, ce qui ve- 
ritablement devenoit inutile. Je ramenai 
done Royal AUemand a Stenay, d'oii je 
partis pour Luxembourg avec les officiers 
generaux et plufieurs officiers particuliers 
au moment ou on deliberoit pour nous ar- 
reter : I'ordre en etoit meme deja donne 
fur la frontiere ou nous paflames de force, 
en efluyant quelques coups de fufil. 

V Je demande fi on pent m'imputer d'au- 
cune maniere, d'ayoir ete caufe de ce mal- 
heureux evenement ; s'il a dependu de moi, 
, de remedier a tous les torts qu'ont eu les . 
perfonnes employees a Texecution de ce 
projet ; dont aucune, on pent le dire, ex- 
cepte M. de Damas, qui eft venu de fa per- 
fonne a Varennes, fa troupe ayant refufe de 
le fuivre, n'a fait fon devoir et n|a execute 
mes ordres, JMgnore pourquoi M. de 
8 Goguelas 
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Goguelas et M. de N > ■ porteurs des 
ordres du roi, charges de Texecution des , 
miens, et de toutes les difpofitions; n'ont 
pasattendu le roi II Pont-de Sommevelle : 
pourquoi ayant quitte ce pofte d*ou de- ' 
pendoit le fucces, ils n'ont pas fuivi, ou 
Tun d'eux au moins, la grande route que 
devoit prendre le roi : pourquoi arrives k 
Varennes peu de terns apres le roi, au lieu 
de perorer la municipalite et la garde na- 
tionale, et de demander aux huflards s'ils 
ctoient pour le roi ou pour la nation, ils ne 
font pas tombes fur la populace qui ^toit 
alorsen petit nombreet ne Tout pas diflipee : 
pourquoi ils ne m'ont pas fait avertir fur le 
champ, devant calculer qu'il falloit au 
moins trois heures a un courrier pour faire 
les huit grandes lieues de Varennes a 
Stenay, une demie heure pour preparer le 
regiment Royal Allemand et fortir de 
Stenay; et quatres heures et demie ou cinq 
heures pour le cqnduire a Varennes, ce qui 
employoit huit heures et demie. Si on eut 
fait partir quelqu'un pour m'avertir des 
onze heures et demie : j'arrivois a fept 

heures 
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lieures ct dcmic ou huit heures, et je poti- 
irois fauver k roi. Pourquoi encore, ncf 
pa& prendre les mefures qui avoient ete or^ 
donaces pour arr^er a St. Menehoult led 
couniers de Paris, et I'aide de camp de Ms 
de la Fayette qui ont decide le depart du roi 
de Varcnnes* Pourquoi, s'ils n'ont pu le 
delivrer, n ont ils pas pris tous les moyens 
pour rempecher de partir, et il y en aYoit 
miUe. Je dis toutes ces .chofes a regret, 
et uniquement parcequ'on m*a affurequ'ils 
avoient rejette fur moi les evenemens de 
cette journee, et que pour s'excufer ils 
avoient dit au roi, queje dcvois arriver et 
que j'arrivcrois pour le fauver. Mais, if 
falloit que jc fuffe averti a terns, il falloit que 
j'eufle avcc moi dcs forces fuffifantes pouf 
forcer tous les obftacles* Pouvois-je laiffef 
le regiment Royal AUemand dans Stenay 
ou il pouvoit 8tre enferme par les gardes 
nationales et le peuple comme Ics dragons 
Tout cte a St. Menehoult et a Clermont? 
Ne devois-je pas m'affurer de ce regiment 
ians le quel je ne pouvois efperer de de- 
Uvr>er le roi, etant informe qu^il y avoit un 
I peuple 
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petiple iramenfe deja raflemble a Varennes, 
que Ids dragons de Clermotitavoientrefufe 
de marcher, que les huflards de Varennes 
ctoient mal difpofes ? Ne devois-je pas 
prendre des precautions pour affurer la 
marche du roi de Varennes i Montmedi 
centre la ville de Stenay ct celle de Sedan ? 
Et fi on m'eut fait dire qu*il falloit arrivcr 
fur le champ fans perdre un moment, avcc 
ce que j'avois dans la main^ moi feul, je 
ferois parti a Tinflant, et j'aurois neglige 
toutes les precautions que j'ai cru indifpen- 
fable de prendre^ Mais, je demandai des 
nouvelles de M, de Goguelas de M. de 

N . A peine put on m'en donner, et 

je n'en entendis pas parler, 

" Je crois que fi on veut examiner avcc 
impartialite ma conduite, que je rougis 
d'etre oblige de juftifier, on verra que mes 
difpofitions ont etc exadement ordonnees 
et que j'ai ete le feul a ma place. Le re- 
tard qu'on m'accufe d'avoir mis a conduire 
le fecours au roi ne pent etre impute qu'a 
ceux qui m'ont fsdt avertir de fa lituation. 
Decide ^ tout tenter pour le fauver, il m'e- 

VOL. !!• E E toit 
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toit trop important d*arriver avec des forces 
fuffifantes pour le delivrer le plutot poffibfe, 
chaque inftant de perdu, multipliant tes dif- 
ficultes et les dangers. 

" On a ete jufqu'a me reprocher k lettrc 
que j*ai ecrite a TaffembJee, didec, a-t-on 
dit, par un efprit de fanfaronnade. Dans un 
moment de fureur et de vengeance, je n'ai 
cu d'autre objet que de detourner celle du 
peuple qui etoit derigee centre le roi et la 
reine. A-t-on pu s*y meprendre ? Eufle-je 
t:te, fans cela, affez in confequent pour me 
mcttre dans le cas de faire confifquer mcs 
biens, de me faire prolcrire, moi et les 
miens ; de faire mettre ma tetd a prix ; de 
me faire pourfuivre par les poignards ; fi 
je n'avois eu ledeflcin de fauver le roi?" 



/ 
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